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CHAP. I. 

I AROSE eariy on the^foJlowing mornings 
and attended to. make p£ija to a deity hard 
by^ where I found a number of ]ier90iis 
assembled for. the swne purpoae* Being a 
stranger,, the eyes of all the inhabilaiit9 ^f 
the vilkge present were ^ected towards 
me, and more than one of.tb^n was ex* 
eeedir^y s^axioiu tiiat I should ^yesome 
iiciCQunt of mPllf. ! I jrefiained, hoi^ever, 
from satisfying their curiosity, and they 
atrffered' me to return to i3m duihm sallah 
tmmoltoted. I .there incjuired the w^ Id 
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Q PANDURANG HARI- 

Surat, and was little pleased to find that 
I could not travel thither in less than two 
days. Not intimidated ♦by the intelligence, 
and firm to my object, I set out with a good 
resolution ; and had not gone far when I 
overtook several bullocks with their drivers, 
employed in the conveyance of grain, and 
found, like myself, they were bound to Su- 
rat. These drivers very readily gave me 
permission to accompany them ; and as we 
proceeded we grew more frieridly, until one 
of them offered me a seat upon his beast, 
and tlm saved me many a weary footstep; 
I reached Surat about the time I expected ; 
and, cojltrary to my former custom among 
bullock-drivers, met with no 'adventure on 
thferoad. 

Surat w^ crowded with shi{)s and ij^^fe' 
of all kinds. I found it a great place of ' 
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traffic, and frequented by most of the mer- 
chants of the East, as weU as the West ; 
rich, , popidous, and busy. I took the first 
opportunity of examining the city, as I had 
never before been within the walls. It bore 
the remains of its former grandeur, though 
the principal streets, or what had once been 
so, in the Moghul Sera^ were narrow and 
exceedingly dirty. This was the first time 
I had ever been in a city the inhabitants of 
which were principally Musselmen. The 
filth of these people around their habita-* 
tions struck me very forcibly, and made 
me thankful I was among, the followers of 
Brahiha. . 

Afler rambHog in the Moghul Serai, I 
entered the common bazaar, which is on the 
oc^ide of the old city walK The misery, 
dirt,' and stench I encountered there ' was: 
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^ most disgusdng ^ht my eyes evei: be-* 
hdid. Kabob fiying (which recalled Fuzl 
Khan's mother to opy recollection) was car* 
rying on in every ccniier. The numbers of 
old women roasting and frying, polluting 
the v^y atmosphere with their Abomina- 
tions, would aUnost excteed belief. The 
meat at the butchiers'^-6tall% the bread at 
the bakers^ the very sweetmeats^ weneco^ 
itered with impurities* The men were one 
half of th^n drunk, though, ,as Mahome- 
dans, they were fiorbidden strong liquors — 
so much for dx&r imperfect obedience to an 
imperfect religion I How fiar more exalted 
and sincere are the followers oi Brahma ! 
The wtoien were bcid, carried themsehres 
coarsely, and seemed to be ail. slattems. 
Quarrelling wafi heard ftom BUNming till 
night in every corner of the plact, and tbe^ 
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to me the t3cM dnss/Of ^«ti I kftd ewei 
sojourned amongst* II16 Idiglifib^ py whom 
it beka^ed» seemed eitli^r inclipabAe of en- 
forciDg cleipdinew by tkdr: aiithoritj» or 
hud given the cdb^ect up as a hopeless taik 
Leaving ^e bai^vftt? I M^ »Qt ^ ^ aloigt' 
building; which they iit^ittned me was the 
jail, and that it was only jtist exeoted. The 
Adawluf^ OT court-hoQsey was dose bj^ and 
again recidfe^ Fuzl Khan, and h$s troubles 
diere,. to my r^QJoUectioi]^ The judge was 
considered,<m thewholk^ to^be afiBdrsamjde 
of the profession ev6ry vt^M^*^ having his 
prejudices and syn^>atl^^ as w^ ^ other 
men. Woe to thos^ however, who fell 
under his di$10te, and stiU mcMre und^ the 
hatred of 1^ t^abcoikA J^arsee ili authority 
t>eneath fahn, bui^ armindk greater man than 
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6 PANDURANG HAUl. 

his masten By superlative cunning afid 
hypocrisy, this Parsee had the good fortune 
to persuade m^n that he was as truly ho-* 
nourable and just as he appeared. He. had 
filled several situations in all branches of the 
service— in the revenue, justice, customs, 
police, and commerce ; with his long expe- 
rience in so many departments, and with- 
out the inclination, who could be more 
honest ? The English were either aware of 
this, or in ignorance of the character which 
reaDy belwiged to the feDow — the reader 
must decide which of the two was really the 
case. During my residence here, this obse- 
quious and artful knave gave a grand nautch^ 
or dance, to which the heads of the different 
departments were invited. The use of these 
invitations was, not to pay a compliment to 
the English, which they were silly enough 
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to imagine, but designed to add to his 
own importance by the presence of the 
strangers^ which fully compensated for the ^• 

expense incurred in their company, as they 
seldom remained more than half an hour. 
The influence acquired in consequence, 
was used in facilitating the extortion of 
money from the inhabitants, or in evading 
the payment of their just debts. In either 
case, who would dare grumble, when. the 
judge himself was the intimate friend of 
the party against whom complaint was to be 
made ! The judge came to his dance, eat his 
sweetmeats and conserves, praised his chil- 
dren, and returned his embrace : — ^would 
any one be fool enough to complain against 
him ? Such was the result of the feeling in 
the place ; and, whether the reasoning was 
&lse or true, the poor people dared not run 
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8 PANDUKANG HARI. 

the risk of makiiig the attempt. Thus, as 
usual, the great ends o£ justice were de- 
feated by the means taken to dispense it. 

I remained no longer at Surat than was 
necessary for recovering myseif after ifry 
journey : I left it, thoroughly disgusted with 
all I heard and snw there. I journeyed on 
until I reached Broach, the birth-place of 
Fuzl Khan. U I found Surat a filthy re* 
sidehce, how taxich more disgusting was 
this place ! It seemed the concentration of 
all the dir't in die country, the centre of 
every beastly '^id disgusting habit. A na-» 
tive-borli individual not only ruled or ma* 
naged the peo{^le, but his superior also. It 
was patnftilly ludicrous to hear how the wise 
and proper regulations of the government 
were, instantly evaded or set at nou^t, by 
the very person employed aild paid to s^ 
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diem enforced. The confidence reposed in 
▼agabonds, with the high-sounding names 
of sudr aumeeH) finijdar, aherbtadar, va^ 
keel, &C., exhibited a great d^ree of 
felly. Whoever faaa attained one of these 
titles, is Tery certain to make his fortune 
quickly ; and I longed for one of the appoint- 
ment% where ease, and comfort, and com- 
petem^ were emiujred by a little address in 
screwing the peoples But I must pass oyer 
other particulanf 4>f my joumay, ami take 
up nvjr story fntm the time I entered Ba^ 
roda, this being an interval of some days 
firom my leaving the den of the Bhaels* 

The EngMsh Government was just at this 
period very «ispiciom oi l&e Gnicowar, 
having reiksoa u^&m he would join the con- 
federated powers of the Deccan. Not thinks 
ing news of this nature could be of. any 
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10 PANDURANG HARK 

moment to me, I neglected to make par- 
ticular inquiries respecting any change of 
affairs that might have happened in the 
court, and made my way directly to tJie 
palace. At Broach I had taken care to 
provide myself with the bow, arrows, and 
garb of a Bheel, and took the character as 
well as I could, covering myself with a 
cloak, that I might not be known for one in 
the streets of Baroda. On entering the pa^ 
lace I solicited an audience of the Guico- 
war : which was refused, until I stated my 
errand, and the object of my visit. This I 
whispered in the ear of an attendant ; and 
the name of ^^ Mulharia Bheel " acted like 
magic. P had an audience immediately; 
but, when in the presence of the Guicowar, 
my courage very nearly failed me. All the 
horrors I felt when personating the magician 
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before the Peeshwa at Poona, now came 
upon me again. It was impossible, I knew^ 
to recede, and therefore I mustered courage 
to present the letter of the Bheel chie^ 
sa}dng, that Sumboo having expired sud- 
denly, and Mulharia being pressed for time, 
1 had. been deputed to convey the letter. 
The CKiicowar upon this called in his se- 
cretary, who with difficulty made out the 
contents of the epistle. After it had been 
read, both of them eyed me in a very 
pointed way, and retired into an inner 
apartment. I would have given double the 
sum I came to demand, had I possessed 
it, to have got clear out of the palace, In 
about an hour's time the &uicowar return- 
ed, and desired me to await his reply a 
little longer. Hearing an unusual bustle in 
the court below, I ventured to peep through 
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12 PANDURANG* hJLEI. 

the window; and, tx) my consternation, be^^ 
held the British resident there, who^ 
arrival caused the ^ard to be turned out, 
and I witnessed the pomp with which h^ 
wa» received upon his entrance to the pa<* 
lace* SomeAing now strudc me that this 
visit was connected with my demand for the 
money ; and on die resident entering the 
rdom in ^diich I was, and looking me very 
hard in the face, I was xx>nfirmed in the 
truth of my conjecture* ♦^ Well,*' thought 
I, ^^ my doom is fixed l" The Guicowar | 

having called me to Mm, the carpet was 
turned back that I might not pollute it^ 
and I aj^oached him. *^ Listen,'' said he ; 
^^ your master has taken a most unluckly 
time to make his demand upon me.'^ Think- 
ing his highness was gofaig to plead his in- 
ability to p^y, or firiame some excuse to 
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evdde doing so, I phicked up cmirage, and 
said, *^ and most unludcy it will be for yoa 
and your villages^ if: the demand be not 
complied with. You have read the letter, 
and must be aware of the consequences of 
n<m««ompliance." ' — " Insolent scoundrel !'* 
cried the Ouicowar ; <^ I will not only not 
comply with the audadotis demand, but will 
make the bearer of it shorter fay a head. 
Guards, seize that contumacious rebel — con<» 
fine hiin in the low^t dungeons of the 
^ jpalace, and await my further orders respect- 

ing him." I was instantly ^dsarmed, and 
dragged down to the dungeons. A pretty 
business have I made of it, I reasoned to 
myself. All is now over ! They brought me 
such provision as a Bheel would not have 
refused, but which it would have polluted 
me to touch :. sudi was the consequence oS 



.. ^MJ m 



14 PANDURANG ukRi. 

my assuming a false character* The bearer 
of them appeared inclined to be commn- 
nicative, though in a sarcastic way. He 
cried, " thou great deputy of Sumboo, and 
ambassador of Mulharia, eat thy fill to-day, 
to-morrow thou wilt die. What an idiot 
you were, to come and thrust your neck 
under the axe in the way you have done ! 
Did you not know that the Guicowar and 
the English are now become sworn friends, 
imd have entered into fresh treaties, in which 
they jointly engage to put down you rebd 
Bheels ? The Guicowar now does not heed 
your threats — ^you can no more intimidate 
him. Oh, you ass I if your master had not 
known this, his ambassador should have had 
wit enough to have discovered it in Baroda, 
before he rushed into the very jaws of his 
enemy." I now saw how needful it was to. 
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have inquired into the state, of political 
affairs before I rashly made my demand. 
*f My friend," said I, " is it certain I am to 
die to-morrow?" — " Aye," he replied, " and 
ten thousand more of your gang, if we CQuld 
lay our hands upon them. I always thought 
the Bheels were cunning fellows, but you 
are no specimen of their superior sagacity; 
Ram, Ram, thou Bheel ass !" On so con- 
cluding, he left me, as may be very easily 
guessed, in no enviable state of mind. Hiere 
seemed no hope for me, either of mercy or 
escape. The next day came ; my gaoler ap- 
pared again, but did not open his lips to 
me. ' Another and another passed away, in 
solitude and suspense. At length, I was 
summoned to appear in presence of the 
Guicowar and his ministers. The English 
reisident was present; ^nd I made up my 
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nund, should they sentence me to die, that 
I would fall at his highness's feet, ^id re-^ 
late the whole affair as it really stood. To 
my indescribable joy, however, the Gmi* 

3 

CO war began by sayitig he would spare my 
life upon one condition, namely, that I 
should accompany the soldiers to the haunt 
of the Bheels as a guide^ by which means 
diey might be surprbed and taken. *^ I 
know," said he, ** that some of you thieves 
will oft^i prefer dying to discovering the 
haunts of your associates; but do you be 
wise, and you will preserve your lifej be 
foolish, and you perish. The English re<? 
sident repeating the promise that my life 
should be spared, I fell down and related 
all that had be£Edlen me : how I had been 
robbed by the Bheels; in what manner I 
had gained my money (tddng on me the 
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name of Nanna), and the scheme I had 
j>laoiied to get reimbursed, I concluded my 
retadon by statouigv^that I "would with all my 
heart conduct the troops, as far as I coidd 
recoHect the road, to the haunt of tlie^ rob- 
bers. All who wrere present ware astonished 
and amused at my tale, and at the attempt 
to deceive both the Bheel and Guicowar. 
The resident, hearing I was die man who 
caused. Trimbuckje to be apprehended, in- 
stantly became my friend. 

I was now sent back to my dungeon, and 
order^ to lM>ld myself in readiness to march 
with the troops in two days' timet I rejoiced 
in this delay, as t thought it would give my 
companions time to be off from the cavern 
before the soldiers surrounded the entrance, 
otherwise I feared they would be put to the 
»word with the rest,^ I enjoyed a soui)d 
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. sleep on the ensuing night, though the ha- 
rassing and pain of mind I had undergone 
did not lead me to expect it. My gaoler 
came to me on my return to my prison, 
and said, " So. you are no Bheel, after all ? 
Well, I thought as much ; a Bheel would 
have been a little more circumspect in pre- 
senting such a letter to the Guicowar. You 
are a shrewd fellow though, for all that 
blunder; by Ishwar, you were very nigh 
pocketing the cash. A week earlier, and 
the Guicowar durst not h^ve refused your 
demand. Come, as you are a Hindoo^ you 
shall, if you like, cook your own food. 
Never counterfeit a Bheel again ; it is a 
most hazardous character — scarcely safe in 
the jungles, much less within the walls of a 
palace." I thanked him for his advice, and 
promised to reg^d it as long as I lived : in 
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which it may be taken for granted I was 
sincere, as I bitterly repented my late ex- 
ploit. When the fellow left me, I began to 
fear that my chance of meeting Nanna again 
was v^ry little, unless he should hear a ru- 
mour of the events which had occurred at die 
palace ; in that case, I conjectured he woujid 
wait in Baroda m^ return with the soldiers, 
for I most anxiously looked forward to the day 
when I should again see my friend, and tell 
him from what cause our plot miscarried. 

Two days had elapsed ; and, on the third, 
I was ordered by my masters to get ready 
for setting out I replied,, that I had no 
, preparations to make, and that I was ready 
on the instant. I added^^ that I only wait- 
ed their pleasure^ and that they would have 
no difficulty in finding me at my post, for 
being found nt which> I must confess my 
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30 PAKDURANG HAR!^ 

obligation to them« ^t laBgtih I was led 
out, placed on^ a liorse^ and ordered to p^^ 
ceed, and lead die way at the head of a 
strong detadunent of faonse and foot sol- 
diers, commanded l^ European officers* 
These very civilly informed me on starting, 
that they had orders to shoot me through 
the heady if I failed in my promise to con* 
duct them to tte right place. I told lfa^Bi» I 
was certain I could take th^n widiin a coss 
of the spot, but I could not answer for my 
memory explaining to me every tummg and 
winding of the jungle^ as if I had beeaafii 
old inhabitant of the place, aj>d that I 
trusted they wotdd not expect me to do 
things that might be impossible* I swore 
I would do what. I could to lead them to the 
direct spot, and assist them all in my power. 
They hade me lead e^ and I set fi>rwardi 



We wei» followed throtigh the cUy by 
trovrds of inquiBitivi persons, eager to get 
ft sigiit of the Asm Bheid/ as diey cteno* 
mtnated me. I felt so mueh shione that I 
ooyesed'iny head urith a dbak, so that my 
eyes only €0«iM be seeti, and thus proceed* 
ed beyond tiie city rwalls. Every house and 
windoir wm filled with feMaled anxioiis to 
get a 8%bt of me. It was Marly at the liniits 
<>f the dtyf and we were.%emerging from a 
uatToW tane, in wfaidi a dweUing stood so- 
fitaiy/and. (tetached^ when, going :t6wards 
Ae gate, I oast my eyes to Hm ttppet 
windows crowded with females, tfi laughing 
•t^-th^ cascade,: and, (idMitlttDgtu^ can 
d^ribe my aslemshiBelitl^.i'tieheld my 
dear Sagbonidi, who was one lof tlie ieuaadoas 
atsi inquiiitiire spectators awfiitii%: the ar^ 
rvtsl of the sham Bhed. I coiild ^csxcdj 
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22 PANDURANG HARI. 

keep my seat on horseback at the discovery. 
To see her, under such circumstances, for 
the first time after our separation, and to be 
unable to approadi her and fold her to my 
bosom ! — that she should see me thus a pri- 
soner, dependant only on the will of others^ 
and doing only what they commanded me 
to do, cut me' to the heart My con- 
solation "was, that she could not possibly 
recognize ine, and my hope that, in a day 
or two, I might return again to Baroda and 
behold her free. I was hajppy indeed,- when 
I reflected that I was forced to conceal my 
person, and that she could not witness the 
degradation to be niine. I grew so dejected 
in a little time that my escort began to think 
me an impostor. Why did I not push oh 
with spirit, they repeated to each other; I 
must therefore dread the terminatioh of the 
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^ttrney. " Well may he be afraid,*' said one 
soldier, ^^ for die idea of a brace of bullets 
through his head cannot be a very cheeritig 
one." — " Oh, he will not be hurt," said 
another, ^^ if he lead us to the place and 
perform his promise*"—-*^ True,*' replied 
the first speaker, " but I will wf^r a rupee 

he is leading us- " — " What?" said a 

third: " Why, where he does not know him- 
sel£" — " We shall see,'* cried another voice, 
*' if we are to be made fools of, and led 
through these unhealthy jungles for no- 
thing ; if we are, 1 Kope I shaU be employ, 
ed to blow out his bnuns»" These ob^r- 
triations, or similar ones, were constantly 
ma£:ing, and I was forced both to hear and 
' to bear them in silence. I was in ho very 
enviiible situation, for I might easily go 
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wrong through the difficulty narrow, anct 
overgrown pi^ths which we had to paas 
aloi^i;. This, as if to inflict still more tor* 
ture u]pon.met ^^a happening Just as I got 
e glimmering of hope and ht^piness once 
itnore, by the discovery of S^oonah. My 
thoughts added to my pain;-r>tbe shadow 
thus cast over my dream of bliss, the mis- 
carriage <^ my plan, no friend near me, 
and scarcely able to congratulate myself on 
tay escape from the jungles and fevers, 
before J was again compdiled to breathe 
their pestiferous atmosjAere^ with a^ bi^^ce of 
pistols dose to my head, ready to be dis^ 
charged whenever the caprice of the holqers 
tbould be inclined so to do. I had just 
ei^caped &om the hazards of the wild b^$ts, 
to fiaiU into the bands of tnen, fi^r mere 
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savage ! Could I forbear from appearing 
dispirited? 

We continued our march, until, in due 

course, we reached the jungles ; in which, 

after we had proceeded for two days, we 

arrived at the place where Natiha, Fuzl 

Khan, and myself had been captured by 

the Bheels. To the right of the spot lay the 

narrow path, by which we were led ; and I 

headed the soldiers in that direction. The 

underwood thickened, and the path became 

every step more difficult. I could not see 

an inch before me ; the vegetation rose far 

higher than our heads, and was very dense, 

and in some places united above us. I was 

still tolerably confident we were in the right 

way : yet I was not without my fears upon 

the subject, for we passed several turnings 

to the right and left At length we came 
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to n gentle ascent, which I remembered I 
had gone over, not far from the cave. My 
spirits rose, though I feared what might be 
the fate of my old companions during the 
attack, should they by any chance expose 
themselves; but I though my own safety 
was now secured. I bade the soldiers be 
on the alert ; and I had scarcely so cau- 
tioned them, before we were involved in the 
gloomy shadow of the rock in which the 
cave was situated. It towered high in the 
air above us, rou^ and craggy; at the 

* 

base was an arch which spanned the en« 
trance to the strong«-hcdd of the Bheels. A 
party of the soldiers dismounted, and drew 
up in a crescent around the entrance^ while 
another forced its way in. The alarm was 
speedily spread to the inmost recesses of. 
the hold^ The Bheeb resisted valiantly, 
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And the y/wk of death began. Mulharia 
with his poweiiiil arm made wonderful ef- 
forts k> cut his way throu^ the party that 
first ei^lered-^'iffid succeeded; but -he was 
^ot outside die cave. Hie whbkc band 
were speedily oi^erpoWeted and skin, ex- 
cept two» who iv^re badly wounded ; cne of 
whom informed mo that there were two 
prisoners in the vaults bel(>w. I there 
found Nanna and FukI Khan« It ap* 
peared that the British re^dent, suspecting 
the bearer i^^ Mulhatia's forced draft, re- 
fused to pay the nioncry; and the latter, en* 
raged, had subjected them to a severe im^ 
prisonment, and threatened thdr lives. 
Nanna inquired bow he ^w me diere 
with adidiers^ but I told Mm it was no 
mom^it fotr explanation then^ a&d bade him 
fidlow me lo the daylight. I led my two 
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friends forth tx) the b£Scers commanding the 
detachment, introducing them as my com- 
panions in misfortune, and begging they 
might be allowed to accompany us back to 
Baroda. My request was immediately ac- 
ceded to;' and all being anxious to quit the 
jungles, we set out* for Guzerat on our 
return. The officers commanding told me 
I was at liberty to go wherever I pleased, 
they having no orders to take me back with 
them, in the event = of my performing my 
promise* I begged, however, to be al- 
lowed to proceed with them, to which they 
agreed. 

Nanna, Fu^l Khan, and myself brought 
up the rear of the party ; and the soldiers 
being a little in advance, Fuzl Khan said, 
" Nanna, ^er you went, told me of your 
scheme. How have you succeeded ? Have 
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you secured the money of the Guicowar ?" 
— " Let us hear all about it," said Nanna; 
^ how came you here with soldiers ?' I 
speedily satisfied their curiosity, and related 
the danger I had encountered. ^^ If," said 
Puzl Khan, " you had d^gned to consult 
me on the subject, I could have told you 
how the affair would terminate. These 
Guzerat rajahs never come down with cash ; 
nothing but mortars and nine-pounders can 
extract it from them. Mulharia of course 
tried all he could to frighien the Guicowar 
out of his money; but he knew there was 
little or^tio chance of succeeding: and fer 
you two fellows, who pretend to be so sharp 
and cunning, to be entrapped by a Bheel's 
paltry scrawl — I am surprised - at you ! 
Consult me the next time, I pray you. I 
Sim not such a fool as to have acted as you 
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did, and can see as &r forward as any one. 
But you are a bold fellow, I must allow, to 
enter a palace, and act the part of a Bheel 
there ! I wonder your head was not struck 
off on the spot !" There was much good 
sense in Ftizl Khan's remark ; and both 
Nanna and myself found, on reflection, 
that his observations were unanswerable. 

We at length reached Baroda in safety, 
and put up at a comfortable dtirhm sallah. I 
now informed Nanna that I had seen Sa- 
goonah looking from a window in the part 
of the town which I have before-mentioned. 
He advised me to lose no time, but to re- 
pair thither at once, and make inquiries,, 
offering to accompany me. I accepted his 
offer, and we proceeded together to recon- 
noitre the house. I cannot describe the 
transport I felt when we set out; and I 
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hoped to cUsp my beloved girl once more 
to my heart. What was my disappoint* 
ment on finding that Sagoonah and her 
aunt had set out four days before, and 
taken the road to Surat! that they lived 
with a rich old grain-*dealer, who provided 
for them — Sagoonah's aunt acting as his 
housekeeper. Having nothing more tode* 
tain us in fiaroda I determined to follow 
their steps. Fuzl Khan was charmed at 
the idea of once more seeing Broach, which 
lay in our route; for, in returning from 
the jungles, the soldiers took a nearer way 
back to ^Baroda than by passing through 
Surat and Broach — so Fuzl Khan had 
missed seeing his native city. Before we 
set off, Nanna wished to dbtain some money 
by drawing a bill on the British resident ; 
but not one of the s^oukars or banKers 
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would cash it unless he found security 
for its payment, or until a reply could 
be .got from Kandeish. This he could not 
do; and thus every chance of getting mo- 
ney at Baroda vanished. It was possible I 
might overtake Sagoonah at Broach; and 
ther^re I went to the house where I had 
seen her, and inquired the name of the 
grain«dealer with whom she was travelling. 
They told me he was called Hurrychund 
Doolabdass, a very infirm old man, whose love 
of money was so great, he would not leave off 
trade while he had an eye left, or leg remain- 
ing to stand upon. In consequence of his 
age he travelled very slowly; and there Wds 
every reason to think I should overtake him 
at Broach. If we were fortunate enough 
to do this (which Nanna agreed to try by 
forced marches), there could be no doubt 
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the old merchant would advance the cash 
upon the draft of Nanna on the resident^ 
as Sagoonah would, no doubt, answer for 
our characters. We accordingly set out, 
without a single rupee in our pockets. 
Fuzl Khan was the first to complain of 
hunger, and declared he could not walk 
another coss"^ without something to eat. 
Just at this moment we met some bul- 
lock-drivers, and begged a little rice or 
grain of them, which they kindly gave us 
qn explaining our necessities ; and thus we 
contrived to reach the end of our first day's 
march,^very much fatigued. 

* About two miles. 
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CHAP. 11. 

We arrived at Broach without any inci- 
dent of note occurring to us, and entered 
suSdy into that sink of filth and abomina- 
tion. I made inquiry at the grain-dealer's 
basaar for Hurry chund^ the merdiant; and, 
to my great joy, heard he was then sojourn- 
ing at the house of one of the principal grain- 
dealers. I lost not a moment in going thi- 
ther ; and, at last, folded Sagoonah in my 
arms. Her joy at seeing me was excessive : 
she thought I bad forgotten her, or deserted 
her for some other girl. " At one time I 
would doubt your constancy," she said; 
" and then I thought you might be a pri- 
soner, or, perhaps, no more. Tell me all — 
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t/dl me where you have been^ and why so 
long separated firom us?' I observed to 
her that my sufferings had been great; but 
that I had abated nothmg in my affection 
for her, and had vowed to find her out, if 
I searched the wc»rld over foi^ her: that 
now I had succeeded^ and we would part 
no more. Her aunt was also oveijoyed al 
seeing me, and immediately cooked a very 
comfortable repast fisr me*— a luxury I had 
not ex\)oyed for many a day b^bre. I 
begged leave to introduce Nanna, and went 
and fetched him. I found him in the house, 
endeavouring to negodate his draft with 
<^d Hurrychund : who rdhsed to maJke him 
an advance^ until assured by Sagoonah that 
we were not swindlers, and that he might 
rely upon my word. Nanna gave a bill 
upon the British resident at Kandeish ; but 
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took only one hundred rupees. Nanna 
came to dine with us; and, on introducing 
him, I pointed him out as being one to 
whom we were indebted for the removal 
of one of our foes, Trimbuckje DangKa. 
** Thank Heaven !" said the lovely girl ; " he 
is no longer to be dreaded ; he 'has, indeed,' 
been an inveterate enemy !" . 

We- had finished. our conversation, and 
were just going to dine, when a sudden" 
dizziness of head came over me, and my 
brain -seemed to whirl round. Fever sue* 
ceeded ; and I found the pestiferous air of 
the jungles had begun to act upon my 
constitution. . My late march on foot,* 
joined to my anxiety of mind, had, . no 
doubt, contributed to increase its virulences 
Instead of enjoying the company of Sa-? 
goonah, I was. doomed to toss on a l:»ed of 
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fever, and to writhe in delirium. Day after 
day the fever continued to visit me : some- 
times the cold fit would make my jaws 
chatter, and seem to freeze my blood; then 
a burning heat would parch up my mouth, 
and bring with it temporary madness. How 
long I continued in this state I cannot tell ; 
but I found myself one morning in a violent 
perspiration, and felt better. The first 
person I knew was Sagoonah, watching me 
like a Peri — anxiety in her countenance, 
and her tenderness standing in her eyes. 
The sight almost repaid me for my suffer- 
ings; and I was about to speak, when she 
anti<;ipated me, by desiring me not to make 
an effort too . great for my strength ; and, 
pressing my emaciated hand, bid me be 
composed. At the foot of iriy bed was an' 
Englishman, who, I learned, was my doo. 
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tor, and that his skill had brought me back 
from the brink of the grave. As Soon as I 
was well able to converse I inquired for 
Nanna^ and found that* he was also slowly 
recovering from the fever. Of Fuzl Khan 
nothing was known, though it appeared he 
had escaped it ; as a Mahomedan had, I 
found, called daily^ to make inquiries after 
me ; I requested the next time he called I 
might see him. The doctor soon pro- 
nounced me out of danger, and I thanked 
him most gratefully for the care he had 
bestowed upon me. He asked if I could 
account for the attack — if I knew any 
cause? I thereupon gave him the histoiy 
of my visit to the jungles, and my return ; 
and advised him, should du^ or inclination 
lead him to visit the Deccan, by all means 
to avoid the jungles of Kandeish. He as* 
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snred me he should do so most scrupa- 
lously ; for he hod nerer, or rarely, wit- 
nessed a species of fever more violent than 
that from which I was recovering. He 
told me that Nanna's restoration was certain, 
but slow, he not havmg had attentions 
bestowed upon him similar to those on me 
by Sagoonah ; nor had he taken his medi- 
cine regularly, or he would have been far- 
ther advanced in a state of oonvalesGeoce 
than be then was. From this I learned the 
additional value of female kindness. Agiun 
ai>d again I thanked and blessed the girl to 
whom I owed so much, and whose unre- 
mitting att«iUon had rescued me from the 
grave. 

I now gained fresh strength daily, and 
had a great desire to hear from Sagoom^ 
her history while we were separated from 
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each other; I therefore besought her to 
give me a minute detail of her sufferings 
and adventures, promising to relate mine in 
return. 
She thus commenced. — " After your de- 
. { parture we resided in the village, and nothing 

interrupted our peace for a considerable 
time. At last a religious old woman called 
on my aunt one day, and endeavoured 
to persuade us to visit the temple to per- 
form our devotions. My aunt consented to 
go on the following day. The woman saidy. 
that there was the same night to be a grand 
ceremony, when every one should attend, 
and advised us to be there at an hour she 
named. We agreed to this, and she left us, 
evidently much pleased at getting our con- 
sent. After she was gone I ventured to hint 
my suspicion to my aunt that all was not 
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ventured to stir from home, and admitted 
no strangers : all oar precautions, however, 
v^e useless; fdr violence eflfected what 
fraud had been unable to perform. Our 
house was one night surrounded by armed 
men, and we were dragged from our beds, 
and borne off on horseback at a rapid rate. 
The persons who committed this outrage 
were in the employ of Trimbuckj^ and we 
had no power to do any thing but submit 
to our lot. In due time we reached Asseer- 
ghur, into the citadel of which we were 
conducted, and locked up for the night in 
a narrow cell. In the morning we were 
taken before the killehdar, who was smoking 
his hookah. He asked me if I was not a 
fool to refuse the brilliant offers of Trim- 
buckje Danglia. I told him, that as I had 
refused the still more brilliant offers of the 



7 



i 



mm^mmimmmmmmm 



WB 



^ 






. ^ 



PANDURANO HAR}. 



43 






14 



Peeshwa^ it was not probable I should ac» 
cept those of his dave* The killehdar then 
said, ^ Insolent girl ! jou 6hall repent this 
contumacious conduct. Remember, in . a 
week^s time I shall again call upon you for 
an answer; and if you still remain an enemy 
to your own happiness, we must try other 
means to force a compliance.' We were 
now dismissed, and again locked up in the 
cell, and fed upon the coarsest grain. Our 
guards were sullen, or I should have asked 
why we were not tA once conveyed to Trim- 
buclqe Danglia, and what necessity there 
was for detaining us longer in Asseerghur. 
In the course of the week a compassionate 
woman^ the wife of the jummahdar deputy, 
visited us, and we learned from h^ that 
Trimbuckje was involved at that time in 
much difficulty, and could not at the mo^ 
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ment receive us. In fact, we found that he 
was actually a prisoner, though he hoped 
soon to be set free, when he would no doubt 
turn his thoughts towards me. We lin- 
gered in our cell week after week, almost 
starved, and clothed with miserable blan- 
kets ; at length we found that Trimbuckje 
had escaped, and would soon appear in the 
Deccan again. We now thought that if 
there was a possibility of escape we should 
try it now ; for should Trimbuckje arrive in 
the fort, we should be irretrievably ruined. 
The only thing was, how we could effect 
such a thing, confined and watched as we 
were. We could come to no determination, 
until the female who had before taken com- 
passion on us, came again, and gave us 
provisions and sundry articles of comfort 
We lamented our hard fate to her, and shd 



PANDUBANG HARi. 45 

pitied our sufferings — this led us to indulge 
the liop^ that through her means we might 
contrive some mode of escape. Our inti- 
macy increased daily, and we at length 
ventured to hint our wish that she would 
assist us in obtaining our enlargement 
She lent a favourable ear to our applications, 
but declared her inability to be of service. 
We acknowledged our obligations to her 
for her. repeated kindness ; and^ as a token 
of remembrance, I presented her with some 
of my hair, braided with silver wire, which 
she said she should carefully preserve for 
my sake.** ' Here I interrupted Sagoonah, 
by telling her I had seeh the trinket, which 
was very dear to me, and I wore it next my 
heart tin til the Bheels robbed me of it. I 
now explained how it came into my posses* 
sion, relating my adventure with the very 
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woman to whom she was under such obliga^ 
tions, and my having preserved her b^m 
being plundered 5 which she was oveijoyed 
to hear. Sagoonah then resumed her story : 
** One day the wife of the jummahdar's 
deputy communicated to us a plan by 
which we effected our escape. My heart 
beat with joy at the idea of getting bey<»id 
the walk of the fortress, and I fell «t the 
feet of our deliverer, kissing them with rap^ 
ture. She raised me up, and bid us be 
cautious, stating that she had obtained per<^ 
misinon for us to visit her at her house 
that day, and in the evening she intended 
going down the hill to pay her devotions to 
her god, when she was always attended by 
two of her retinue, whose clothes die pro- 
posed we should wear, and thus pass tbe^ 
gates without suspicicm. Her own servant! 
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were to take oar characters, and be con- 
ducted^ t4> the prison in our stead. As soon 
as the a&ir was discovered, and the aer* 
yaftits;were found not to be what they repre* 
seated, they would be discharged; if the 
miStresa was suspected, her husband would 
only be fined, and she herself come off with 
a scolding. This plan was duJy carried 
into elBscL We paid our visit to Ae lady, 
''who tock us thnn^ the gates in safety. 
How my heart beat when I found myself 
ovitside the fort! W« took a hasty and 
grat^l fsrewell of our kind frigid, thank- 
ing her with tears of joy« She iidvised us 
to fly from that part of the country with all 
expedition. We followed bar advice and 
made for the jungles, near whidi m a late 
' hour of the night we came to a glen, where 
was the habitation of an old goatherd. We 
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knocked .at his door for admittAnee f but 
when he found we had escaped from the 
fqrt, he was very anxious for our departure, 
fearing he might suflFer if it were known, he 
had afforded us shelter. Very earjiy the 
next morning, before he arose, we again set 
off and struck into a road on the left, 
among ragged pathways and water&lls.. 
Whether we were travelling on the right road 
we could. not tell; but trusting to fortune, 
and being . sensiUe that every step, took, us 
farther from, the place .of our captivity, we 
kept on until we came to a river, so shallow 
as to allow, us to. ford it Here my aunt 
became so much &tigued she could proceed 
no further ; we jtberefore sat . down under a 
tree, and eat some dried grain which the 
goatherd had given us, and drank water 
from the river. When somewhat refreshed 
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we renewed our journey until evening 
gathered in around u& We fortunately 
met some bullock-drivers, and my aunt 
asked the men if we were on the right road 
to Guzerat, and how far we were from 
Nasik. To our great disappointment, we 
learned that Nasik was three days' journey 
from the spot we then stood, and that 
there was only one village on the way. I 
called out in despair to my aunt, * Arry 
Mousee, what shall we do ?' — * By Ishwar, 
said one of the drivers, * I have heard that 
voice before;' and coming up to me, rudely 
uncovered my face, saying, * Ah I my little 
traveller, what is it you again? where is 
your protector now?' You may conjecture 
what my fears were at the moment, when I 
state that this fellow was the impertinent 
bullock-driver who accompanied us from 
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Poona to Ser6or and pretended you were 
gone forward. *I have got you now,' 
continued the scoundrel, ^ and shall take 
the liberty of carrying you with me as far 
as Asseerghur. ^Tis strange if I don't 
turn a peiiny of you some way or another/ 
On hearing Asseerghur named, my aunt 
screamed; upon which the driver said, *1 
see how it is — ^you haV(6 escaped from tbence. 
This is fortunate for me; I shall be sure 
of a reward for bringing you back again. 
So come, mount my bullock, my pretty girl, 
and make up your mind to return whence 
you came.' So severe a disappointment 
quite overcame me, and I fell senseless to 
the earth. At this moment a man on horse- 
hack came up, diesiring to know the cause of 
the delay. He Was a grain-dealer, aceom- 
pan}dhg the laden beasts. I begged him to 
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interfere and release us, saymg, we were 
unfortunate women seized by the driver; 
upon whidi the latter declared I was his 
wife, whom he had lost for a long time, and 
that now having found me, he determined 
upon never quitting me Qgain.' I dedared 
it was all false, and fell at^ the merchant's 
feet, as did my aunt, telJing him the fellow 
wanted to get a reward for bringing us 
again into a captivily from whence, we had 
escaped, and that we preferred death to 
returning to the fort. The merchant, feaiv 
ing we should delay his cattle^' a^id he lose 
his market, ordered the :&llow to let us 
go immediately and to proceed. The 
driver, though v^ sullen, was forced to 
obey, grumbling to us that hp wouU be 
even with us yet — some one should soon be 
after us. We thanked our ddiverer^ who* 
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recommended us to call on Hurrychund 
Doolabdass, in that jdace^ who was about to 
proceed to Surat, and he probably would 
allow us to follow in his suite. He also 
directed us on the way to Nasik. We 
b^ged his name by means of which perhaps 
Hurrychund might sooner notice us. He 
told us he was called Toolseram, and so bid 
us farewell. 

Being now free of the impertinent driver, 
we once more indulged hopes of a safe 
arrival at Guzerat, and made use of every 
effort to gain the first halting-place, which 
was a miserable diirjim sallah. Without a 
village near it, or any kind of comfort what- 
ever. I' need not tire you with a detail of 
our sufferings on our journey, but nierely 
state that after encountering the most severe 
hardships, ..we reached Nasik. Our first 



PANDURAKO Uksii. 53 

care was to find out Hurrychund, in which 
We succeeded. We communicated to him 
the circumstances by which we became 
known to Toolseram the grain*dealer. He 
congratulated us upon our escape^ and 
offered us lodgings for the night, stating 
that in a day or two he should proceed to« 
wards Guzerat, ^id if we pleased we might 
accompany him. We cooked our rke, and 
my aunt out of compliment sent the old 
merchant some sheeree pooree (a dish in the 
making of which she excelled). Hurry- 
chund was so pleased, that he declared no 
one else should cook for him in future but 
iny aunt, and she has ever since supers 
intended his household affairs, and cooked 
his victuals herself. We reached Baroda in 
safety, travelling by easy stages, not through 
the jungles, but by a more circuitou& route* 
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At BaxddsL we lived in a narrow lane- 
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Here I interrupted ber by saying I knew 
tBjati for therie I saw her. " Saw me !" 
sdid SagoohahV ^^ and would not come to 
ine ! oh, Pandurang !" I said I would have 
given worlds to have flown to her arms; 
but when she heard the circumstances 
under which I was situated, she would ac- 
quit me of neglect. I inquired if she did 
not remember the sham Bheel, and in- 
formed her that I was the person— the very 
sham Bheel whom she laughed at from the 
window. Sagoonah hereupon made me re- 
late all the circumstances that had taken 
place since we met 4)efore, which I now 
found myself strong enough to do. 

Sagoonah was much struck with the his^ 
tory of Mahadeo, the first Pindaree, ajul 
made me relate it over again to her aunt* 
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Tlie latter declared, her firm belief that 
Gabbage had^ mui^dered his nephew^ to 
whom Sagoonah had beien betrothed* 
" Aye," cried I, " and his brother plso, th^ 
poor boy's father." She said she very ^luch 
doubted that, &yr she had heard from good 
authority that he had escaped the.vengeancf 
of Gunput Raa I then continued njy his- 
tory, and made them laugh heartily, at the 
tale of Fuzl Khaau When I stated that 
the plan of old Gabbage was to foxpe Sa- 
goonah to marry his son Mahadeo, the 
women were both astonished at the old 
scoundrers knavery and aru Sagoonah de- 
clared she would die sooner than be wedded 
to the son of such a fiend, thojjgb he were 
to be crowned king of the .worldn TTiey 
now more valued the statfe of secivrity W* 
which they found themselves and congra- 
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tulated one another on their lucky escape 
from Asseerghur* The women were also 
rejoiced to find that their rich relation was 
at present in existence at Satarah, though 
the belief of his having entered deeply into 
the views of the pretender to the.musnud, 
Gunput Rao, greatly embittered the plea- 
sure they would otherwise have felt, as it was 
impossible, under such circumstances, that 
they could ever approach him. We talked 
over the mysterious appearance of the old 
goatherd of the glen, and firom the words 
which I had overheard Gabbage use^ it 
struck US as very ]in*obable he might be that 
villain^s brother, and the netful successor 
to the musnod of Satarah. This surmise 
gathered strength firom the concern he dis- 
played, when I informed him that Gabbage 
stiU lived, and from this information it was 
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that he gathered he was not m security 
where he then resided. The rest of my 
adventures amused the women much; but 
they , censured me severely for acting the 
part of the Bheel, at Baroda, and were 
astonished how I could present the letter 
without first seeing my way clear as to the 
state of matters at court. The certainty 
that the bullock-driver would give informa- 
tion to Gabbage respecting the women 
greatly annoyed us. He would be sure to 
find the gossein at Asseerghur, and Kokob 
we were certain would be after us, whether 
the driver gave information or not. 

Our conversation was concluded by our 
receiving a m^sage fi'om Nanna, whom I 
was able to infonh that I was much better, 
and hoped soon to see. The fever had not 
jcet left him altogether, and he was still very 
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I was: apd when Sitgoonah saw him she 
coald not help smiliog at the recollection of 
his extmordiDiiry adventures. I had now 
been nearly twenty days on tlie bed of sick- 
ness, and Nanna very nearly as many. 
Fazl Khan had no mopey, dcff any means 
of subsist^ice. He succeeded pretty well 
at first amtxig' his old Mahomedan ' ac- 
quaintance. His {other had gone to Surat, 
and had set up s grinding-s^op there. 
Nanna advanced him a few rapees, as he 
was useful to us m many occasions. One 
particular dn^ we assigned him, which was 
to watch all strangers, and see if he could 
discern Kdcooor Gabfaage in the tomk 
We accurately described ^eir perscnfe' to 
him, and he promised to use hia utmost 
vigilance. I also made him promise he 
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would not engage either in puohees or eki 
beki, but keep quiet until we could get him * 1 

some situation. At length I found myself 
perfectly recovered, and thought it was 
become time to seek out tiie means of ob- 
taining a livelibood. Sagoohah spoke to 
Hurrychund for me, who in a little time 
procured me the situation of a writer under 
the Nazir of the udalut or court of justice 
at Broach* 

The Nazir is a perpetual sheriff, and 
executes writs and i^unmonses to all the par- 
ties required to attend in civil and criminal 
eases. Kanna c«|trived, by paying enOr- 
mous fees, to get employed in the police de- 
par%||ient, so that thus, doubly armed with 
autliority, we conceived ourselves a fair 
match for Kokoo, should he venture to 
appear at Broach with any hosdle intenr 
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tions. Fuzl Khan was made a peon in 
the udalut, and thus we were all pro^ 
vldedfor- 

The system adopted by the English go- 
vernment for the administration of justice^ 
however admirable in theory, is in many 
respects liable to perversion by those who 
carry it into effect. The artful agents of 
the court-house were perpetually on the 
look-out, to take advantage of every new 
regulation or decision of the judge/ My 
duty was to make out the summonses, and 
copy papers of importance. Nanna was 
also fully employed, and &r three months 
we enjoyed imtntemi^^^ peace. News 
reached us from the Decean that Badjeraa 
had surrendered to the English, who were 
now its sole masters. Broach, and all the 
stations in Guzerat, continued in their usual 
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quiet state. The deposed kbg of Satarah 
was once more pkuied upon his musnud by 
the all-conquering English : but his health 
was in such a precarious state, it was sup- 
posed he could not enjoy his newly re- 
covered power for any length of time. I 
heard also that a person named Gunput 
Rao, attended by his son, had openly de- 
clared himself successor to the throne, and 
that on the demise of the present rajah, 
there was no doubt but the English would 
acknowledge his claims, no one appearing 
to dispute them. This intelligence was of 
great consequence to Sagoonah, who now 
more than ever wished to keep out of her 
uncle's reach. 

We still remained in peace at Broach^ 
and I will now take the opportunity of 
letting the reader know the nature of the 
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duties which itiy new situation required, 
and give a brief account of the manner in 
which the English organized our court 
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The court of Broach consisted of the 
judge^ a registrar, and an assistant r^stsrar — 
all Englishmen, acquainted with the native 
languages. The first of course, from a 
longer residence in the country, was the 
most experienced man of the three^ and was 
accordingly at the head of the department 
Before the judge suits involving any amount 
Were tried; before the registrar only those 
which did not exc^d five hundred rupees. 
Independendy of the decision of civil suits, 
the registrar's business was to register all 
bonds and deeds of importance, receiving a 
fee of two rupees for every bond so regis- 
tered. The assistant registrar was generally 
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a young man lately arrived in the country, 
to whom the management of a few easy 
suits, of small amount, was intrusted, upon 
each of which a regulated fee was paid. 
The registrar also received estabUshed fees, 
in proportion to the amount of suits decided 
by him; but the judge received a regular 
income, and had no fees of any description. 
The judge also decided criminal as well as 
civil causes, and was consequently em- 
ployed every day in the year. Some of my 
cpuntrym^i, who knew nothing of the true 
state of things, imagined these officers had 
nothing to do but amijse themselves and 
make money — they were greatly in error; 
the duties were most laborious, and ^e 
pay scarcely adequate to the labour pei*- 
formed. Two days every week suits were 
£ied, numbered, and distributed to the per- 
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sons authorized to decide Upon them. In ^ 

a city like Broach or Surat, the file was 
neyer clear, although the judges worked hard 
every day. New cases constantly poured in, 
much faster than the old could be got rid 
of, and, without the greatest attention and 
regularity, the file would accumulate so 
great a number of causes for hearings that 
no judge could get through it A reader 
and writer belonged to this court. The first 
read the plaintififs petition. The judge 
then called for the defendant's reply : which 
being read, was entered, as well as the peti- 
tion, in the record book, by the attendant's 
writer, whose business it was to number and 
enter every document read before the judge. 
After the answer of the defendant was read, 
a second statement was heard firom the 
plaintiff, and then a rejoinder firom the 
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defendant; but no other documents were 
admitted. The plaintiff was then called 
upon to prove his assertions, which he did 
by parole or documentary testimony, and 
after him the defendant was called on to 
disprove them. The judge then gave 
judgment. 

Supposing the parties involved in a suit 
are not confident in their own skill and 
management of their affairs on the trial, the 
government vakeels or pleaders, natives of 
the country, were ready to plead for them, 
and conduct their cases through. Every 
thing was done with the greatest ordet and 
regularity : no confusion, no squabbUng, or 
pulling off turbans, or coarse abuse was 
allowed. All had equal access to the judge 
in his regular and appointed turn. O my 
poor countrymen of the Deccan, I used to 
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think, how differently these matters were ^ 

managed with you ! No feeing or Iwribery ' 

was allowed at Broach, no gratuities to 
greedy arbitrators and potails, &c. But, 
with all its excellencies and advantages, the 
good intentions of the government were too 
often perverted, even there, and unsuspicious 
judges imposed upon. Still such cases were 
rare, and if detected, were severely punished. 
The mode thus adopted at Broach, and the 
wish to render strict justice to all^ were so 
much approved by the people, that they 
contrive to keep the files of the respective 
courts crammed fulL There were not per- 
sons wanting who urged this as kn argument 
against the very way in which the English 
administered justice, urging that it pro- 
moted litigation, and advising that the 
p^(q)le should keep to the old rules of their 
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fathers. Such a class of fatuitous reasonei^ 
is never wanting in any country, to fling 
dirt upon improvements^ and extol custom 
beyond common sense. The old system of 
arbitration, which I may hereafter touch 
upon, being the institution of past times^ 
was th^t which those who did not take the 
trouble to examine into the reason of things, 
extolled to the skies. The singular cir* 
cumstances of my life, threw me into many 
situations wherein I hitd opportunities of 
makmg my observations on both systems^ 
But I must first mention here, that the in-^ 
habitants and subjects of the government at 
Broach, and the neighbouring places, were 
in general very well satisfied with the dis^ 
pensation of justice made for them; trade 
flourished, and each individual felt secure 
in his property. That the establishment of 
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Ae udaiut, or court of justice, was the rea- 
soa that causes were increased, is very in- 
oorrect. '. Justice had not before been attain- 
able, and the people were obliged to endure 
wr<Hig, for which they had no redress. 
When they found that injustice could no 
longer exist with impunity, they poured 
their grievances into the court. It might 
therefore as well be asserted that the erec- 
tion of an hospital was the cause of an in- 
crease of sickness, as that giving the people 
an opportunity of gaining justice, was the 
cause of the increase of applications to the 
courts. From the judge at Broach, an 
appeal lay to the superior court of Surat, 
called the tourt of appeal, and from thence 
to the siidr udalut at Boftibay : what more 
could be wished or desired ? The criminal 
code of regulations was equally good. The 



ft 

♦ 



^0^ 



70 PANDURANG HARL 

judge, though he had the power of commit- 
ing a felon, did not try him. A circuit 
court was established, and one of its mem- 
bers went round to the different stations 
and held a gaol delivery : so that the com- 
mittal by the resident judge^ was frequently 
no more than for safe custody till trial, when 
the prisoner was set at liberty. 

Through the interest of Hurrychund, I 
at length obtained the situation of pleader 
in the court of udalut, in the registrar's 
department, and was n^ quite a man of 
consequence. Nanna continued attached 
to the police, and Fuzl Khan was .still a 
peon, and carried a sword. Old Hurry- 
chund had a nephew, who was lately mar- 
ried at Surat. The new-married couple 
arrived at Broach to visit him, and I was 
invited to dine with them (m the first day 
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of their arrival. The bride was accom- 
panied by her mother ; the former named 
Beema Bhae, and the latter Anundee Bhae. 
Beema was in height and figure very like 
Sagoonah. Nanna was invited at the same 
time, and we had a very pleasant party. 
Before we separated, Hnrrychund proposed 
giving a dinner to the caste oS Marwarrys, 
of which he was a member. His nephew 
having no objection, invitations were sent 
out the following day, and the dinner was 
fixed to take place in four days' time. 
All the caste, sav-e one individual named 
Premje, were invited. This persdn was 
considered an outcast, for some cause which 
I never heard explained. The dinner was 
accordingly given, and about one hundred 
and twenty Marwarrys partook of it. In 
the middle of the dinner, a man entered 
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the room among the guests, and demanded 
why he was excluded, saying, he was a 
Marwarry, and would come also. AH was 
immediately bustle and confusion, and the 
party demanded that he should be excluded 
or turned out Poor Premje seemed ia a 
dreadful passion, but it availed him little; 
he was turned away by the company unani- 
mously. Temporary booths are erected be- 
fore the doors of persons giving entertain- 
ments at Broach ; and, indeed, in many 
other parts of Hindustan, and the street is 
for the time blocked up. Premje, though 
ejected from the booth, would not^ go away, 
but stood on the outside, grumbling, and 
asserting his right to be invited to the 
dinner. At length some of the guests 
were favourably inclined towards him, and 
said, that Hurrychund had treated him 
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harshly: that since the alleged charges 
(for which he was now excluded) had 
beeli made against him, he had been seen 
at dinner wiA Gopaldass, the banker; and 
thafv^as precedent enough forgiving him aa 
invitation on the present occasion* Being 
myself seated near the entrance of the 
booth, I heard Premje declare he would 
bring an action againt Hurrychun^ for 
&dng such a stigma upon his character; 
and with this threat h^ departed. The 
4sntertainment being over, I .ac<|uainted 
Hurrychund with Pren^e's threat; who 
laughed^ and said, *« Well, Pandoo,. if he 
does bring his action, recollect I retain jrou 
for my counsel, and hope you will get him 
worsted." I thanked him for his good i^- 
4«ntions towards me, and told him, if Prenye 
^id put his threat into execution, I would 
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do my best in his behal£ The following 
day was the first filing-day in the court; 
and, true to his threat, Premje thriist in 
bis petition, or rather declaration against 
Hurrychuhd: whidi was admitted, and num- 
bered in tiie usual way ; and a day was 
appointed for hearing the cause. Premje's 
vkked was a clever fellow, named Atchoo 
Bhae, who, as sbon as he knew his oj:^- 
nent was to be Pandurang^ the Mahratta 
pleader, snapped his fingers exultingly, land 
declared he would beat me so hollow, that 
I shoidd be ashamed ever again to shew my 
face in court In the evening I visited 
Hiirrychund, my client^ and informed him 
that Premje had actually commenced pro- 
c^ding$ against him, and begged him to 
furnish me with materials for his defence; 
The iirst question he asked me was, the 
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amount of damages laid; and I informed 
him that the sum was five hundred rupees^ 
and that the cause would be tried before 
thfe registrar. <* 'Tis ii large sum," said 
Hurrychund, " atid you must speak loudj 
Pandoo, and do ydur besL^ I proAiised 
him I would exert myself to the utmost! 
atid was beginning to take down the heads 
fiar defence, when one of the Nazir'sf peons 
entered, bearing a summons to Hurrychund, 
who was obliged to accompany him, to put 
in security for bis appearance at the day of 
trial. This having been accomplished, the 
old merchant returned, and duly instructed 

- r 

niebowl was to proceed, and conduct the 
defence. My attention from ihe civil side 
oT die court was? drawn aWay, just as I 
had left Hurrychund, to the criminal de- 
partment As I Quitted thte door I inet a 
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mob approachingr and heard a voice calling 
put (which I knew to be Fuzl Khan's) beg* 
g^ng me U^ save him and his^ friends from 
^uii;. On inquiry, I discovered that he and 
two of his Mahomedan acquaintance had 
committed a theft, fuid were all appre- 
hended, and expected to find bail in Hurry* 
fund's house; in which they were disap- 
pointed, as I refused to interfere with tb^ 
old man in their behalf — they were, I knew, 
such determined reprobates. Fuzl and his 
companions were consequently led awiyr to 
prison. These true believers had for some 
time carried on a system of gaming, and 
were at last reduced to the extremity of 
committing a theft to raise funds for the 
support of themselves and their malprac* 
tices. The words of Fuzl Khan's mother^ 
that eki beki would be his ruin, were thus. 
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of success I and I left him, expressing a 
bope~ that as Fiizl K^an <[}anXe soofi under 
his.dBpart^eiit, hfe; would try and do ail he 
could for him. He nodded assent; but 
Naklna was too.niuch.ol^a Mabtatla to tafce 
irmoble withipiut a fee for any one ; and as 
poor,! Fuzl) could not bestow one, I was 
pretty certain no, one would, carc^ a rush 
about him. ' For my own part, howeyer 
wjlling I might be to i^erve hiiU) I dated 
not jrisk offeting ^ fee to <^rry into effect 
my good ibtontjonis respecting hith, holding 
the situation I did; he wa^ therefore, IdTt 
toihis fate, i f - T 

ilSie day of the trial of H)arrydhimd'6 caiise 
^meon. Thocoiirt was crowded; even the 
windows Were .filled with spectator of ^ all 
deseitiptions, anxious to see the nexiir pleader, 
and' heipr the ai^gtunents iised to Exculpate 
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to which he belonged, and had been ad- 
mitted to all assemblages of qaste, within or 
without the city walls, until the fifth, day 
of the current month; when Hurrychund 
Doolabdass invited the whole of the Mar- 
warry caste to a dinner, in celebration of 
the. marriage of his nephew, Goolchund. 
In consequence, the whole caste assembled 
at Hurrychund's house ; and, in booths 
erected for the occasion, partook of the 
entertainment so given : but that he, 
Premje, was (excluded, as he did not re- 
ceive any invitation ; and that his character 
was much injured, and he was much ag^ 
grieved in consequence. That, hoping the 
omission was unintentional on the part of 
Hurrychund, he proceeded to the place of , 
feasting, and entered the booth ; from which 
he was rudely turned out, and ordered to 
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go away. That he, therefore, sought com- 
pensation in damages for the injury sus* 
tained by him in loss of character, to the 
amount of five hundred rupees. Tliis sum, 
if recovered, he intended to expend in 
giving a dinner to his caste, and in pro- 
moting every object that could tend to rein* 
state bim in his former place in society^ and 
thus remedy the injustice done him by the 
conduct of the defendant. 

To this allegation I answered as follows : 
— " First, that he set forth he had ever 
adhered to the rules of his caste, and had 
been admitted to the assemblages of the 
Marwarry tribe on all occasions, until se- 
lected by Hurrychund. Now, as to thia 
point, no reply need be madie, as the dinner: 
was one, not given by Hurrychund, the de« 
fendant, to celebrate the marriage of his 
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n^pj^ew : the diniiar was not a caste dinner 
given by Hurrychund, but a private jfe^tst^ 
gi^en and paid for by his nephew Godl- 
chund ; conseqyentlyi the present defendant 
QQuld not be called upon to pay damages for 
a. neglect of which he had. not been guilty. 
This tsfi^^tion could the .proved by witnesses. 
It is admitted that Premje was notinvited; 
bwt^ if he. had sustained any injury, he 
must sue the nephew, and not the um^le :" 
I consequeildy prayed liliat the phiintiff 
might be nonsuited* I i^sxt called^my wit- 
hesses, who .were persons present at the 
dinner: and they proved that the invitations 
s€a^j;tor:them were not in the name of Hur- 
lydhund) but of his nepliew* Other wit- 
nesses proved that Goolchund paid them 
oi* the various articles suppEed to the en- 
tertainment. 
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The above was a defence which the plain- 
tiff was not prepared to meet. The ugly 
little judge, after asking a few questions^ 
nonsuited Premje, adjudging him to pay 
all costs. Premje went away, determined 
to commence an action against Goolchund 
the nephew : an arrangement we were not 
sorry for, as it would bring more fees into 
court. Hurrychund was pleased at my hav- 
ing put Premje to so much expense for 
nothing, and richly enjoyed the fellow's 
blunder. Sogoonah, too, congratuliated me 
on my success in my first attempt i and the 
pleasure it seemed to give her was a spur 
to further diligence in my professional ex- 
ertions. 

Before the second suit was commenced, 
Euzl Khan was brought to trial. He had 
been imprisoned from the moment he was 
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apprehended. The circuit judge arrived, 
and held his court at the udalut in great 
pomp, attended by the registrar and the 
moulavee, the cazee * and two shastrees,f 
It appeared that FuzrKhan, in his capacity 
of peon, was employed to attach the pro- 
perty of a cloth-merchant, and ordered to 
keep guard over it. They who ordered hiro 
on this service little knew his character, or 
they would not have employed him in. such 
a duty. Instead of guarding the property, 
he admitted twa of his gambling associates 
to the warehouse, and all three helped 
themselves to the choicest muslins, kinkobs, 
and other fine a.rticles. They were detected 
by one of the party wearing a rich ^muslin 
turban, and the other disposing of a shawl 
for half price at a pawnbroker's. Fuzl 

♦ Mahomedan law-officers. f Hindoo laW; officers. ' 
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Khan's house was searched ; and stolen 
property being found there, he was appre- 
hended immediately. All three were found 
guilty, and sentenced Xo be imprisoned and 
kept to hard labour on the roads for one 
year. The next time I encountered my 
friend Fuzl, he was working in the registrar** 
garden, with irons on his legs. Th6 fellow 
was singing away very merrily— but, when 
he saw me, he stopped and began conver* 
sation, reproaching me with having aban^ 

* 

doned him in the needful moment. I satis- 
fied him it was out of my power to have 
assisted him, or I should hav6 rejoiced in 
being able to do so, and thus prevent his 
becoming the sad spectacle he now was. I 
gave him a few pice and went my way. 

The time for the new trial of Premjei 
against Goolchund drew near. I was pren 
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hot inviting the plaintiff even if it were 
considered a caste meeting. To do this, I 
could prove the plaintiff had, on a former 
occasion, been overlooked at a great meeting 
of the caste at the house of a principal 
Marwarry, who gave a dinner on the death 
of his father. Moreover I could prove the 
plaintiff an outcast, having c6mmitted some 
fhult which rendered him unfit to be ad- 
mitted among the good and correct men of 
his tribe. Hie plaintiff, on the other side, 
was prepared to rebut this evidence respect- 
ing himself. The witnesses on my part 
were sharjply cross-examined by Atchoo, the 
pleader, on Premje's behalf, and we all eyed 
eadh other as if life and death depended on 
the issue of the trial. Goolchund was con- 
stantly pulling my sleeVe^ and proposinjg 
many silly qiKstions to be put to the plain- 
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tiiF and his witnesses. At length we got li' 
far, that I rose to address the court. I 
stated that I could produce a witness, whose 
testimony would not leave a doubt on the> 
mind of the judge as to the character of 
the plaintiff; and having heard him, the 
issue of the trial could not be other^e than 
favourable to us. Having spoken to this 
eilfect, I cast my glance towards the persons 
who were looking in at the window, purely 
from accident ; but how can I express the 
agitation and alarm I felt, when, among the 
group, I recognized Kokoo, with the ass- 
driver by his side ! My papers fell from my 
hand — I stood without motion. A trembling 
came over me; and, notwithstanding my 
client Goolchund pulled my sleeve nearly to 
pieces, my eyes remained fixed on tlie win- 
dow, from which I had no power to take 
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them. At length I saw they were gone, 
and picked up my papers ; but I still gazed 
around me bewildered, until the registrar * 
demanded what was the matter. Goolchund 
replied, the people at the window disturbed 
me : upon which they were ordered to re- 
tire, and the window was closed. The 
registry then called on me to name the im- 
portant witness I stated I should call. Gool« 
chund named him to me, but I pronounced 
the name in a most confiised manner. He 
appeared, however, and >¥as sworn in ; but 
I had not a quesdon to put to him->-all had 
been driven from my recollectioti. I con • 
founded Premje with Goolchund, and vice 
versd. Of these things Atchoo took the ad- 
vantage, and urged the badness of my cause 
from the ill way in which I was able to sup- 
port it He pulled my poor witness so to 
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pieces, that he deposed things the very oppo- 
site to what I intended he should have done. 
Goolchund endeavoured to speak, but was 
not allowed, as I was his vakeel, and only 
one of us could be heard ; ^t length the 
judge, tired at the delay and confusion 
which I had caused, decided in favour of 
Premje, and ordered Goolchund to pay the 
sum of five hundred rupees, with costs of 
suit. After this decision, we of course could 
not Jbe heard there, but we were told we 
might appeal to the judge's court, if dis- 
satisfied. , Thus ended a cause which, had 
not my attention been called away by the 
sight of an object so terrible to me and 
mine as Kokoo, I felt certain I should have 
gained. I had now to submit to the ill- 
humour of Goolchund, who hinted I had 
been bought over by the opposite party. 
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"Hurrychund also lo6ked Very cool upon me, 
and was extremely dissatisfied. 

On my returning hom^s Sagoonah in* 
quired wh^(^ in the name of Vishnu, could 
have so paralyzed kne; how I &iled, and 
what was the catise of my ligitation. She 
beseeehed nie Ui tell her what it was that 
struck me i^eecfaless in the couit. J said» 
^< When you are in danger, my dear Sagoo- 
nah, it is impossible I can attend to any thing 
besides." The frightened girl licfw inquired 
how she coiilQ be discovered in danger in 
the midst of my pleadings. I communicated 
to her the ciuse of my alarm, and that I 
had recognized Kokoo, and his cdmpanion 
the driver, at the window of the court- 
room» I entreated her to keep within doors, 
and never to exMbit herself in the streets. 
I also begged hier to explain to Hurrychund 
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how I had been alarmed, and the cause of 
it, which occasioned the loss of his nephew's 
suit. She promised me I should be rein- 
stated in his favour, for she had great in* 
fluence over him ; and before night came, I 
found she had performed her promise suc- 
cessfully, for old Hurrychund became as 
affable and good-natured as before* Gool- 
chund, however, still continued to wear a 
long face, which he altered a little upon my 
talking to him respecting his cause, repeat-^ 
ing my r^et at its failure, which could not 
have happened under any other cireum'* 
stances than those which I related to him; 
I advised him by all means to appeal against 
the decree of the registrar; for although it 
was not common for the judge of the upper 
court ta hear fresh evidence on a cause, 
yet, upon my representing how I had been 
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interrupted in my defence it was prdbable 
he would waive the gen/eral custom, as an 
exception, owing to very peculiar circiim*- 
stances, and grant the admission of fresh 
evidence, Goolchund shook me heartily by 
the hand, and declared he would give no- 
tice of appeal on the following day. 

When Goolchund quitted me, Nanna 

came in, fiill of anxiety, to hear the cause 

of my failure in court# When I told him, 

he- isaid he was not surprised at it, for the 

sight of such an inveterate foe seeking one* $ 

life, at all titiies appalling, must have been 

particularly so at such a criticid moment^ 

and was enough to bewilder the strongest 

and most courageous man. Nanna advised 

me never to go out after it was dark, or 

venture at any time beyond the city walls. 

Day after day passed away, and all was quiet: 
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CHAP. IV. 

At the nautch mentioned in the last 
chapter, an excursion to the island of Kub- 
beer Burr^ was proposed. This place is 
sitaated some way up the river Nerbudda, 
and is remarkable for being entirely covered 
by one large banyan tree. The branches 
of this tree growing downwards, take root, 
and become each of th^a a distinct trunk. 
From these o^er branches droop in like 
manner to the ground, and thus, traverse 
over and shade from the. sun an immen$0 
space of ground, nesarly two thousand feet 
in extent. It is deliciously refreshing, 
during the hot weather, to walk under 
the green arches forn^ed by this tree, and 
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enjoy the shade and coolness. Walk joins 
to walk, among green festoons, and a laby- 
rinth of leaves and branches. Nothing could 
be more agreeable than parties made to 
spend the day on such a spot.. The distance 
was but a pleasant sail^ and tlie relaxation 
from business, and a due attention to th^ 
important duties of eating, drinking, talking 
and smoking, were anticipated by all whe 
were to join in the excursioii with no small 
delight. As there was but little prepara- 
tion necessary, matters were speedily ar* 
ranged for starting. The women were te 
accompany us-*a measure which I opposed 
in vain, dreading the machinations of Koko<v 
who I was convinced remained lurking in 
the neighbourhood, waiting a fit oppor- 
tunity to consummate his nefarious plans. 
Sagoonah was extremely desirous of seeing 
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the island, and endeavoured to persuade 
herself there was no danger in going thither, 
protected as she would be by us and two 
or three udalut peons. Goolchund's wife 
and mother were to accompany, us, and 
therefore Sagoonah was determined to ven- 
ture. Finding argument of no avail, I 
gave up the point, and prepared for the 
excursion. It was fixed to take place on 
the third day^ter the appeal cause came 
on. Hurrychund sent every thing we could 
need to the island, the day preceding, and 
idpared no expense to tender, the whole 
party as comfortable as possible. At an 
early hour in the morning we set out on 
our excursion. It happened to be an 
Hindoo holiday,, and no business was transr 
acted at the court-house, so I requested 
Nanna to accompany us, and we both went, 
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wrong through the difficulty jiarrow, and 
overgrown piith$ which we bad to poas 
along. This, as if to inflict «till more tor* 
ture ujian.itie, was happening Just as I. got 
e gfinunering of hope ssid happiness once 
:tedre, by the discovery of Si^ocmah. My 
thoughts added to my pain;— rthe idiadow 
thus cast over my dream of bliss, the mis- 
cftrri^e <^ my plan, no friend near me, 
and scarcely able to congratulate myself on 
ta^ escape from the jungles ajod fevers, 
before I was again compiled to breathe 
their pestiferous atmosphere, with a biyice <tf 
pistols dose to my head, ready to be dss-^ 
dmrged whenever the c^rice of the holders 
^uld be inclined so to do, I had just 
esici^d fi^m the hazards of the wild b^ts, 
to &I1 into the bands of knen, far more 
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savage ! Could I forbear from appearing 
dispirited ? 

We continued our marcfa, until, in due 
course, we reached tlie jungles ; in which, 
after we had proceeded for two days, we 
arrived at the place where Nahna, Fuzl 
Khaii, and myself had been captured by 
the Bheels. To the right of the spot lay the 
narrow path, by which we were led; and I 
headed the soldiers in that direction. The 
underwood thickened, and the path became 
every step more difficult I could not see 
an inch before me ; the vegetation rose far 
higher than bur heads, and was very dense, 
and in some places united above us. I was 
still tolerably confident we were in the right 
ivay : yet I was not without my fears upon 
the subject, for we passed several turnings 
to the right and left. At length we came 
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to a gentle ascent, which I remembered t 



had gone over, not far from the cave. My 
spirits rofie, though I feared what might be 
the fate of my old companions during the 
attack, should they by any chance expose 
ihetnselves; but I thou^bt my own safety 
was now secured. I bade the soldiers be 
on the alert ; and I had scarcely so cau* 
tiotied them, before we were involved in the 
gloomy ^adow of the rock in which the 
cave was situated* It towered high in the 
air ahovtB us, rou^ and cra^^; at the 
base was aa arch which spanned the en«^ 
trance to the strong*-hcdd of the Bheels. A 
party of the soldiers dismounted, and drew 
up in & ixcescexA around the entrance^ while 
another forced its way in* The alarm was 
speedily spread to the inmost recesses of, 
the holdk T^ Bheeb resisted valiantly, 



4nd the wwk of death began. Mulharia 
with his powecfbl arm made wonderful e& 
forts lo cut his way throii^ the party that 
first eiltered — and sHcceeded; but he was 
shot outside the oave* The whb^ band 
were speedUy overpowered and alain, ex- 
cept two, who ivere badly wounded ; one of 
whom informed me that there wejre two 
prisoners in the vaults hekuw. I there 
found Nanaa and FukI Khan. It ap* 
peared that the British resident, suspecting 
the bearer of Mulhatia's forced draft, re* 
fi£ied to pay the money; and the latter, en* 
raged, had subjected them to a severe im* 
prisonmeni, and threatened their lives. 
Kanna inquired how he daw me d^ere 
with iKddiers; but I told Mm it was no 
moment for explanati<m then$ and bade him 
follow me lo the daylight I led my two 
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friends forth to the officers commanding ttie 
detachment, introducing them as my com- 
panions in misfortune, and begging they 
might be allowed to accompany us back to 
Baroda. My request was immediately ac- 
ceded to;' and all being anxious to quit the 
jungles, we set out' for Guzerat on our 
return. The officers commanding told me 
I was at liberty to go wherever I pleased, 
they having no orders to take me back with 
them, in the event of my performing my 
promise. I begged, however, to be al- 
lowed to proceed with them, to which they 
agreed. 

Nanna, Fu^l Khan, and myself brought 
up the rear of the party ; and the soldiers 
being a little in advance, Fuzl Khan said, 
" Nanna, jifter you went, told me of your 
scheme. How have you succeeded ? Have 
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you secured the money of the Guicowar ?*' 
— " Let us hear all about it,'^ said Nanna; 
^ how came you here with soldiers ?* I 
speedily satisfied their curiosity, and related 
the danger I had encountered. ^^ If," said 
Fuzl Khan, " you had deigned to. consult 
me on the subject, I could have told you 
how the affair would terminate. These 
Guzerat rajahs never come down with cash ; 
nothing but mortars and nine-pounders can 
extract it from them. Mulharia of course 
tried all he could to frighten the Guicowar 
out of his money ; hut he knew there was 
little or*tio chance of succeeding: and fer 
you two fellows, who pretend to be so sharp 
and cunning, to be entrapped by a Bheel's 
paltry scrawl — I am surprised - at you ! 
Consult me the next time, I pray you. I 
sun not such a fool as to have acted as you 
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did, and can see as far forward as any one. 
But you are a bold fellow, I must allow, to 
enter a palace, and act the part of a Bheel 
there ! I wonder your head was not struck 
off on the spot !** There was much good 
sense in Ftizl Khan's remark; and both 
Nanna and myself found, on reflection, 
that his observations were unanswerable. 

We at length reached Baroda in safety, 
and put up at a comfortable dtirhm saUah. I 
now informed Nanna that I had seen Sa- 
goonah looking from a window in the part 
of the town which I have before-mentioned. 
He advised me to lose no time, but to re- 
pair thither at once, and make inquiries,, 
offering to accompany me. I accepted his 
offer, and we proceeded together to recon- 
noitre the house. I cannot describe the 
transport I felt when we set out; and I 
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hoped to clasp my beloved girl once more 
to my heart. What was my disappoint* 
ment on finding that Sagocmah and her 
aunt had set out four days before, and 
taken the road to Snrat! that they lived 
with a rich old grain*^ealer, who provided 
for them — Sagoonah's aunt acting as his 
housekeeper. Having nothing more to de» 
tain us in fiaroda I determined to fbUow 
their steps. Fuzl Khan was charmed at 
the idea of once more seeing Broach, which 
lay in our route; for, in returning from 
the jungles, the soldiers took a nearer way 
back to ^Baroda than by passing through 
Surat and Broach-^-so Fuzl Khan bad 
missed seeing his native ci^. Before we 
set off, Nanna wished to 6btain some money 
by drawing a bill on the British resident ; 
but not one of the sahoukars or banKers 
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would cash it unless he found security 
for its pa3rmeBt, or until a reply could 
be .got from Kandeish. This he could not 
do; and thus every chance of getting mo- 
ney at Baroda vanished. It was possible I 
might overtake Sagoonah at Broach ; and 
therefore I went to the house where I had 
seen her, and inquired the name of the 
grain-dealer with whom she was travelling. 
They told me he was called Hurrychund 
Doolabdass, a very infirm old man, whose love 
of money was so great, he would not leave oflF 
trade while he had an eye left, or leg remain- 
ing to stand upon. In consequence of bis 
age he travelled very slowly ; and there was 
every r^son to think I should overtake him 
at Broach. If we were fortunate enough 
to do this (which Nanna, agreed to try by 
forced marches), there could be no doubt 



PANDURANG HAR). 



33 



the old merchant would advance the cash 
upon the draft of Nanna on the resident, 
as Sagoonah would, no doubt, answer for 
our characters. We accordingly set out, 
without a single rupee in our pockets. 
Fuzl Khan was the first to complain of 
hunger, and declared he could not walk 
another coss* without something to eat. 
Just at this moment we met some bul- 
lock-drivers, and begged a little rice or 
grain of them, which they kindly gave us 
on explaining our necessities ; and thus we 
contrived to reach the end of our first day's 
march,, very much fetigued. 

* About two miles. 
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CHAP. 11. 

We arrived at Broach without any inci- 
dent of note occurring to us, and entered 
sftfiely into that sink of filth and abomina^ 
tion. I made inquiry at the grain-dealer's 
bazaar for Hurrychund^ the merdiant; and, 
to my great joy, heard he was then sojourn- 
ing at the house of one of the principal grain- 
dealers. I lost not a momeat in going thi- 
ther ; and, at last, folded Sagoonah in my 
arms. Her joy at seeing me was excessive : 
she thought I bad forgotten her, or deserted 
her for some other girl. " At one time I 
would doubt your constancy," she said; 
<* and then I thought you might be a pri- 
soner, or, perhaps, no more. Tell me all — 



-■I 



^mmmm&^^^'''^^m^^'mmmt^mm^ammmM^m^^tfmm9mrmmm^^m^i^mfm^^ 



PANDURANG HARI. 35 

tell me where you have been5 and why so 
long separated from us?' I observed to 
her that my sufferings had been great ; but 
that I had abated nothing m my affection 
for her, and had vowed to find her out, if 
I searched the world over foi^ her: that 
now I had succeeded^ and we would part 
no more. Her aunt was alao oveijoyed sA 
seeing me, and immediately cooked a very 
comfortable r^ast £ot me — ^a luxuiy I had 
not ei^oyed for many a day before. I 
begged leave to introduce Nanna, and went 
and fetched him* I found him in the house, 
endeavouriikg to negodiate his draft with 
old Hurrychund : who rdhsed to make him 
an advance^ until assured by Sagoonah that 
we were not swindlers, and that he might 
rely upon my wcord. Nanna gave a bill 
upon the British resident at Kandeish ; but 
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took only one hundred ruptees. Nanna 
came to dine with us; and, on introducing 
him, I pointed him out as being one to 
whom we were indebted for the removal 
I of one of our foes, Trimbuckje DangHa. 

*.' Thank .Heaven !" said the lovely girl; "he 
is no longer to be dreaded ; he 'has, indeed,- 
been an inveterate enemy ! " - 

We. had finished. our conversation, and 
were just going to dine, when a sudden^ 
dizziness of head came over me, and my 
brain -seemed to whirl round. Fever suc- 
ceeded ; and I found the pestiferous air of 
the jungles had begun to act upon my 
constitution. > My- late march on foot,* 
joined to my anxiety of mind, had, - no 
doubt, contributed to increase its virulence; 
Instead of enjoying the company of Sa-; 
goonah, I was. doomed to toss on a bed of 
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fever, and to writhe in delirium. Day after 
day the fever continued to visit me : some^ 
times the cold fit would make my jaws 
chatter, and seem to freeze my blood; then 
a burning heat would parch up my mouth, 
and bring with it temporary madness. How 
long I continued in this state I cannot tell ; 
but I found myself one morning in a violent 
perspiration, and felt better. The first 
person I knew was Sagoonah, watching me 
like a Peri — anxiety in her countenance, 
and her tenderness stfmding in her eyes. 
The sight almost repaid me for my suflfer- 
ings ; and I was about to speak, when she 
anticipated me, by desiring me not to make 
an eflfort too. great fi)r my strength f and, 
pressing my emaciated hand, bid me be 
composed. At the foot of iny b^d was an 
Englishman, who, I learned, was my doo* 
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tor, and that his skill had brought me back 
from the brink of the grave. As 6oon as I 
was well able to converse I inquired for 
Nanna, and found tiiat*he was also slowly 
recovering from the fever. Of Fuzl Khan 
nothing was known, though it appeared he 
had escaped it ; as a Mahomedan had, I 
found, called daily, to make inquiries after 
me ; I requested the next time he called I 
might see him. The doctor soon pro- 
nounced me out of danger, and I thanked 
him most gratefully for the care he had 
bestowed upon me. He asked if I could 
account for the attack — if I knew any 
cause ? I thereupon gave him the history 
of my visit to the jungles, and my return ; 
and advised him, should duty or inclination 
lead him to visit the Deccan, by all means 
to avoid the jungles of Kandeish. He as* 
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sared me he should do so most scrupu- 
lously; for he had nerer, or rarely, wit- 
nessed a species of fever more violent than 
that from which I was recovering. He 
told me that Nanna's restoration was certain, 
but slow, he not having had attentions 
bestowed upon him sunilar to those on me 
by Sagoonah ; nor had he taken his medi- 
cine regalarly, or he would have been fur- 
ther advanced in a state of convalescence 
than he then was. From this I learned the 
additional value of female kindness. Again 
and again I thanked and blessed the girl to 
whom I owed so much, and whose unre- 
mitting attention had rescued me from the 
grave. 

I now gained fresh strength daily, and 
had a great desire to hear from Sagoonah 
her history while we were separated from 
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each other; I therefore besought her to 
give me a mmute detail of her sufferings 
and adventures, promising to relate mine in 
return. 

She thus commenced. — " After your de- 
parture we resided in the village, and nothing 
interrupted our peace for a considerable 
time. At last a religious old woman called 
on my aunt one day, and endeavoured 
to persuade us to visit the temple to per- 
form our devotions* My aunt consented to 
go on the following day* The woman said^ 
that there was the same night to be a grand 
ceremony, when every one should attend, 
and advised us to be there at an hour she 
named. We agreed to this, and she left us, 
evidently much pleased at getting our con- 
sent. After she was gone I ventured to hint 
my suspicion to my aunt that all was not 
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right, and that I distrusted this old hag* I 
called to her recollection the warnings you 
gave us against admitting* religious mendi- 
cants into the house, and declared my de- 
termination not to go to the temple, either 
by day or night My aunt now began to 
open her eyes, and suspect all was not cor- 
rect — upon calling to mind several things in 
the woman's conduct which had Aot struck 
her at the time, particularly a suspicious 
anxiety on the subject. In consequence we 
did not attend the oereinony, but. staid at 
home. On the following day the old wotoan 
called again ; but we had prieviously given 
orders that she should not be admitted, and 
she went away highly incensed. A gossein 
next tried to gain admittance, but without 
success, as we were of course on our guard 
as:ainst the whole tribe. We now never 
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ventured to stir firom home, and admitted 
no strangers : all oar precautions, however, 
v^e useless; fdr violence effected what 
fraud had been unable to perform. Our 
house was one night surrounded by armed 

r 

men, and we were dragged firom our beds, 
and borne off on horseback at a rapid rate. 
The persons who committed this outrage 
were in the employ of Trimbuckje, and we 
had no power to do any thing but submit 
to our lot. In due time we reached Asseer- 
ghur, into the citadel of which we were 
conducted, and locked up for the night in 
a narrow cell. In the morning we were 
taken before the killehdar, who was smoking 
his hookah. He asked me if I was not a 
fool to refuse the brilliant offers of Trim- 
buckje DangUa. I told him, that as I had 
refused the still more biilliant offers of the 
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Peeshwa, it was not probable I should ac- 
cept those of his slare^ The killehdar then 
said, ^ Insolent girl ! jou «hall repent this 
contumacious conduct. Remembir^ in a 
week's time I shall again call upon you for 
an answer; and if you stiU remain an enemy 
to your own bap^^ness, we must try other 
means to force a compliance.' We were 
now dismissed, and again locked up in the 
cell, and fed upon the coarsest grain. Our 
guards were suU^i, or I ^ould have asked 
why we were not at once conveyed to Trim- 
bud^e Danglia, and what necesdty there 
was for detaining us longer in Asseei^hur. 
In the course of the week a compassionate 
woman, the wifeof the jummahdar deputjr, 
visited us, and we learned from her that 
Trimbuckje was involved at that time in 
much difficulty, and could not at the mo» 
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ment receive us. In fact, we found that he 
was actually a prisoner, though he hoped 
soon to be set free, when he would no doubt 
turn his thoughts towards me. We lin- 
gered in our cell week after week, almost 
starved, and clothed with miserable blan- 
kets; at length we found diat Trimbuckje 
had escaped, and would soon appear in the 
Deccan again. We now thought that if 
there was a possibility of escape we should 
try it now ; for should Trimbuckje arrive in 
the fort, we should be irretrievably ruined. 
The only thing was, how we could effect 
such a thing, confined and watched as we 
were. We could come to no determination, 
until the female who had before taken com- 
passion on us, came again, and gave us 
provisions and sundry articles of comfort 
We lamented our hard fate to her, and sha 



PANDURANG HARI. 45 

pitied our sufferings — this led us to indulge 
the hop^ that through her means we might 
contrive some mode of escape. Our inti- 
macy increased daily, and we at length 
ventured to hint bur wish that she would 
assist us in obttdning our enlargement 
She lent a favourable ear to our applications, 
but declared her inabiiity to be of service. 
We acknowledged our obligations to her 
for her repeated kindness ; and^ as a token 
of remembrance, I presented her with some 
of my hair, braided with silver wire, which 
she said she should carefully preserve for 
my sake." Here I interrupted Sagoonab, 
by telling her I had seeh the trinket, which 
was very dear to me, and I wore it next my 
heart totil the Bheels robbed me of it I 
now explained how it came into my posses* 
sion, relating my adventure with the very 
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woman to whom she was under such obli^^ 
tions, and my having j««8erved her from 
being jdiundered ; which she was oveijoyed 
to hear. Sagoonah then resumed her stoiy : 
« One day the wife of the jummahdar*s 
deputy communicated to us a plan l^ 
which we effected our escape* My heart 
beat with joy at the idea of gettii^ beyond 
the walb of the fortress, and I fell «t the 
feet of our deliverer, kissing them widi rap-' 
ture. She raised me up, and bid us be 
cautious, stating that she had obtained per^ 
mission for us to visit her at her house 
that day, and in the evening she intended 
going down the hill to pay her devotions to 
her god, when she was always attended by 
two of her retinue, whose clothes i^e pro- 
posed we should wear, and thus pass tb» 
gates without suspicion. Her own servants 
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were to take oar characters, and be con- 

« 

ducted^ ta the prison in oar stead* As soon 
as the affiiir was discovered, and the ser« 
yatits/were found not to be what they repre- 
sented, they would be discharged; if the 
mistress was suspected, her husband would 
only be fined, and she herself come off with 
a scolding. This plan was dnfy carried 
into e&cL We paid our visit to the lady, 

''who took us ihroi^ the gates in safety. 
How my heart beat when I found myself 
outside the {on\ We took a hasty and 
gratdbl £srewell of our kind fri^tid, thank- 
ing her with tears of joy. S9ie iidvised us 
to fly from that part of the country with all 
^cpedition. We followed her advice and 
made fer the jungles, near wluch aft « late 

' kcfat of the n^ht we came to a glen, where 
was the habitation of ism old goatherd. We 
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knocked at his door for admittance ; but 

when he found we had escaped from the 

fort, he was very anxious for our departure, 

* 
fearing he might suffer if it were known he 

had afforded us shelter. Very earjy the 

next morning, before he arose, we again set 

off and struck into a road on the left, 

aniong ragged pathways and water&lls. 

Whether we were travellingon the right road 

we could. not tell; but trusting to fortune, 

and being . sensiWe that every step, took us 

farther from. the place .of our captivity, we 

kept on until we came to a river, so shallow 

as to allow us to ford it. Here my aunt 

became so much &tigued she could proceed 

no further ; we jtberefore sat . down under a 

tree, and eat some dried grain which the 

goatherd had given us, and drank water 

from the river. When somewhat refreshed 
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we renewed our journey until evening 
gathered in around us» We fortunately 
met some bullock-drivers, and my aunt 
asked the men if we were on the right road 
to Guzerat, and how far we were from 
Nasik. To our great disappointment, we 
learned that Nasik was three di^s' journey 
from the spot we then stood, and that 
there was only one village on the way. I 
called out in despair to my aunt, * Arry 
Mousee, what shall we do?* — * By Ishwar, 
said one of the drivers, * I have heard that 
voice before;' and coming up to me, rudely 
uncovered my face, saying, * Ah ! my h'ttle 
traveller, what is it you again ? where is 
your protector now?* You may conjecture 
what my fears were at the moment, when I 
state that this fellow was the impertinent 
bullock-driver who accompanied us from 
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Poona to Seroor and pretended you were 
gone forward. *I have got you now,' 
continued the scoundrel, ^ and shall take 
the liberty of carrying you with me as far 
as Asseerghur. ^Tis strange if I don't 
turn a peiiny of you some way or another.' 
On hearing Asseerghur named, my aunt 
screamed; upon which the driver said, *1 
see how it is — ^youhavi^ escaped from thence. 
This is fortunate for me ; I shall be sure 
of a reward for bringing you back again. 
So come, mount my bullock, my pretty girl, 
and make up your mind to return whence 
you came.* So severe a disappointment 
quite overcame me, and I f^U senseless to 
the earth. At this moment a man on horse- 
back came up, desiring to know the cause of 
the delay. He Was a grain-dealer, accom- 
panying the laden beasts. I begged him to 
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interfere and release us, saying, we were 
unfortunate women seized by the driver ; 
upon which the latter declared I was his 
wife, whom he had lost for a long time, and 
that now having found me, he determined 
upon never quitting me i^ain.' I declared 
it was all false, and fell at the m^dhant's 
feet^ as did my aunt, telling him the fellow 
wanted to get a reward for bringing us 
again into a captiviQr from whence, we had 
escaped, and that we preferred death to 
returning to the fort. The merchant, feai> 
ing we should delay bis cattle^ afid he lose 
his market, ordered the ieOow to let us 
go immediately and to proceed. The 
driver, though v^ suUto, was forced to 
obey, grumbling to tur that he wouU be 
even with us yet — some one should soon be 
.after us. We thanked our ddiverer, who ' 
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recommended us to call on Hunychund 
Doolabdass, in that f^ce, who was about to 
proceed to Surat, and he probably would 
allow us to follow in his suite. He also 
directed us on the way to Nasik. We 
b^ged his name by means of which perhaps 
Hurrychund might sooner notice us. He 
told us he was called Toolseram^ and so bid 
us farewell. 

Being now free of the impertinent driver, 
we once more indulged hopes of a safe 
arrival at Guzerat, and made use of every 
effort tp gain the first halting-place, which 
was a miserable diirjmi sallah, Without a 
village near it, or any kind of comfort what- 
ever. I' need not tire you with a detail of 
our sufferings on our journey, but merely 
state that after encountering the most severe 
bardi^ps, ..we r^u^hed Nasik. Our first 
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care was to find out Hurrychund, in which 
we succeeded. We communicated to him 
the circumstances by whidi we became 
known to Toolseram the grain-dealer. He 
congratulated us upon our escape^ and 
offered us lodgings for the night, stating 
that in a day or two he should proceed to* 
wards Guzerat^ and if we pleased we m%ht 
accompany him. We cooked our rice^ and 
my aunt out of compliment sent the old 
merchant some sheeree pooree (a dish in the 
making of which she excelled). Hurry- 
chund was so pleased, that he declared no 
one else should cook for him in future but 
my aunt, and she has ever since supers 
intended his household affairs, and cooked 
his victuals herself. We reached Baroda in 
safety, travelling by easy stages, not through 
the jungles, but by a more circuitoua route* 
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At Barddflt we lived in a narrow lane- 



if 



^ Hfere I interrupted her by saying I knew 

? tbatj for therfe I saw her. " Saw me !" 

said Sagoohab, ^^ and would not come to 
tne ! oil, Pandurang !■' I said I would have 
given worlds to have flown to her arms; 
but when she heard the circumstances 
under which I was situated, she would ac- 
quit me of neglect I inquired if she did 
not remember the shfun Bhee], and in- 
formed her that I was the person— ^the very 
sham Bheel whom she laughed at from the 
window. Sagoonah hereupon made me re- 
late all the circumstances that had tak^i 
place since we met 4)efore, which I now 
found myself strong enough to do. 

Sagoonah was much struck with the hiis^ 
tory of Mahadeo, the first Pindaree, lUid 
made me relate it over again to her aunt* 
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The latter .declared her finn belief that 
Gabbage had murdered- his nephew^ to 
whom Sagoonah had befen betrothed* 
" Aye,'* cried I, " and his brother fdso» th^ 
poor boy's father." She said she very much 
doubted that, £or sbe had heard from good 
autliority that he had escaped the.vengeance 
of Gunp^t Baa J then contiaued my his- 
tory, and made them laugh heartily, at the 
tale of Fuzl Khan. When I stated that 
the plan of old Gabbage was to ibr^ 8a« 
goonah to marry his son Mahadeo, the 
women were both astonished at the old 
scoundrel's knavery and art. Sagocmah de- 
clared she would die Jsooner than be wedded 
to the son of such a fiend, thoiigh he were 
to be crowned king of the woprld^ TTiey 
now more valued the static oi seciprity ia 
which they found themselves, and congra- 
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tulated one another on their lucky escape 
from Asseerghur* The women were ako 
rejoiced to find that their rich relation was 
at present in existence at Satarah, though 
the belief of his having entered deeply into 
the views of the pretender to the.musnud, 
Gunput Rao, greatly embittered the plea^ 
sure they would otherwise have felt, as it was 
impossible, under such circumstances, that 
they could ever approach him. We .talked 
over the mysterious appearance of the old 
goatherd of the- ^len, and from the words 
which I had overheard Gabbage use, it 
struck u& as very probable he might be that 
villain^s brother, and the rightfid successor 
to the musnud of Satarah. This surmise 
gathered strength from the concern he dis- 
played, when I informed him that Gabbage 
still lived, and from this information it was 
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that he gathered he was not in security 
where he then resided The rest of my 
adventures amused the women much; but 
they, censured me severely for acting the 
part of the Bheel, at Baroda, and were 
astonished how I could present the letter 
without first seeing my way clear as to the 
state of matters at court. The certwnty 
that the bullock-driver would. give informa- 
tion to Gabbage respecting the women 
greatly annoyed us. He would be sure to 
find the gossein at Asseerghur, and Kokob 
we were certain would be after us, whether 
the driver gave information or not. 

Our conversation was concluded by our 
receiving a message fi*om Nanna, whom I 
was able to inform that I'wa9 much better, 
and hoped soon to see. The feVer had not 
jcet left him altogether, and he was still very 
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m also called to leaiii how 
i was: apd vhen Sagoonah saw him she 
coiild not help smiUng at the recollection of 
his extraordioBry adventuns. I had now 
been nearly twenty days on the bed <^ ack- 
Tiess, and Nanoa very nearly as many. 
Fozl Khan hod no mopey, nor any means 
of Bubdstoice. He saceeeded pretty well 
at first among his old Mahom'edan ' ac- 
quaintance. Hie &ther had gone to SiinU, 
and had set up a grinding-shop there. 
Nanna advanced, him a few mpees, as he 
was useful to us m many occasions. One 
particular duty we ass^ned him, which was 
to watch all stmngers, and see if he could 
iiiscem Kdcoo or Gabbage in the {0wii 
We accurately described their pemufs' to 
him, and he promised to use his utmost 
violence. I also made him promise he 
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would not engage either in puofaees or eki 
bek^ but keep quiet until we could get hiiki 
some situation. At length I found myself 
perfectly recovered, and thought it was 
become time 1x> seek out the means of ob- 
taining a livelihood. Sagoohah spc^ to 
Hurrychund for me, who in a litde time 
procured me the situation of a writer under 
the Nazir of the udalut or court o{ justice 
at Broach* 

The Nazir is a perpetual sheriiflp, a,nd 
executes writs and summonses to all the par- 
ties required to attend in civil and criminal 
eases. Nanna ciHtrived, by paying enor- 
mous fees, to get employed in the police de- 
pai%ient, so that thus, doubly armed with 
auttiority, we conceived ourselves a fair 
match for Kokoo, should he venture to 
appear at Broach with any hostile intenr 
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tibns. Fuzl Khan was made & peon in 
the udalut, and thus we were all pro*- 
vided for* 

The system adopted by the English go- 
vernment for the administration of justice, 
however admirable in theory, is in niany 
respects liable to perversion by those who 
carry it into effect. The artful agents of 
the court-house were perpetually on the 
look-out, to take advantage of every new 
regulation or decision of, the judges My 
duty was to make out the sununonses, and 
copy papers of Jimportance. Nanna was 
also fully employed, and for three months 
we enjoyed, unilitemj^ed pe^ce.- News 
reached us from the Decean that Badjerao 
had surrendered to the £i)glish, who were 
now its sole masters. Broach, and all the 
stations in Guzerat^ continued in their usual 
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quiet state. The deposed kbg of Satarah 
was once more placed upon his musnud by 
the all-conquering English : but his health 
was in such a precarious state, it was sup- 
posed he could not enjoy his newly re- 
covered power for any length of time. I 
heard also that a person named Gunput 
Rao, attended by his son, had openly de- 
clared himself successor to the throne, and 
that on the demise of the present rajah, 
there was no doubt but the English would 
acknowledge his claims, no one appearing 
to dispute them. This intelligence was of 
great consequence to Sagoonah, who now 
more than ever wished to keep out of her 
uncle's reach. 

We still remained in peace at Broach,^ 
and I will now take the opportunity of 
letting the reader know the nature of the 
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duties which ifty new situation required, 
and give a brief account of the manner in 
which the English organized our court. 



" l »Mj ' 



PANCURANO Rial. 



63 



CHAP. III. 
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The court of Broach consisted of the 
judge, a registrar, and an assistant r^strar — 
all Englishimen, acquainted with the native 
languages. The first of course, from a 
longer residence in the country, was the 
most experienced man of the three^ and was 
accordingly at the head of the department 
Before the jndge suits involying any amount 
were tried ; before the registrar only those 
which did not exceed five hundred rupees. 
Independently of the decision of civil suits, 
the registrar's business was to register all 
bonds and deeds of importance, receiving a 
fee of two rupees for every bond so regis* 
tered. The assistant registrar was generally 
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a young man lately arrived in the country, 
to whom the management of a few easy 
suits, of small amount, was intrusted, upon 
each of which a regulated fee was paid. 
The registrar also received established fees, 
in proportion to the amount of suits decided 
by him ; but the judge received a regular 
income, and had no fees of any description. 
The judge also decided criminal as well as 
civil causes, and was consequently em- 
ployed every day in the year. Some of my 
countrym^i, who knew nothing of the true 
state of things, imagined these officers had 
nothing to do but amijse themselves and 
make money — ^they were greatly in error; 
the duties were most laborious, and ^e 
pay scarcely adequate to the labour pei'- 
formed. Two days every week suits were 
6)ed, numbered, and distributed to the per- 
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sons authorized to decide Upon them. In 
a city like Broach or Surat, the file was 
neyer clear, although the judges worked hard 
every day. New cases constantly poured in, 
much faster than the old could be got rid 
of, and, without the greatest attention and 
regularity, the file would accumulate so 
great a number of causes for hearings that 
no judge could get through it. A reader 
and writer belonged to this court. The first 
read the plaintifiTs petition. The judge 
then called for the defendant's reply : which 
being read, was entered, as well as the peti- 
tion, in the record book, by the attendant's 
writer, whose business it was to number and 
enter every document read before the judge. 
Afler the answer of the defendant was read, 
a second statement was heard from the 
plaintif]^ and then a rejoinder firom the 
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defendant; but no other documents were 
admitted. The plaintiff was then called 
upon to prove his assertions, which he did 
by parole or documentary testimony, and 
after him the defendant was called on to 
disprove them. The judge then gave 
judgment. 

Supposing the parties involved in a suit 
are not confident in their own skill and 
management of their affairs on the trial, the 
government vakeels or pleaders, natives of 
the country, were ready to plead for them, 
and conduct their cases through. Every 
thing was done with the greatest order and 
regularity : no confusion, no squabbling, or 
pulling off turbans, or coarse abuse was^ 
allowed. All had equal access to the judge 
in his reguliur and appointed turn. O my 
poor countrymen of the Deccan, I used to 
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think, how differently these matters were j^ 

managed with you ! No feeing or l^ribery ■ 

was allowed at Broach, no gratuities to 
greedy arbitrators and potails, &c. But, |, 

with all its excellencies and advantages, the 
good intentions of the government were too 
oflen perverted, even there, and unsuspicious 
judges imposed upon« Still such cases were 
rare, and if detected, were severely punished. 
The mode thus adopted at Broach, and the 
wish to render strict justice to all^ were so 
mudi approved by the people, that they 
contrived to keep the files of the respective 
courti crammed fulL There were not per- 
sons wanting who urged this as kn argument 
against the very way in which the English 
administered justice, urging that it pro- 
moted litigation, and advising that the 
people should keep to the old rules of their 
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fathers* Such a class: of fatuitous reasoners 
is never wanting in any country, to fling 
dirt upon improvements^^ and extol custom 
beyond common sense. The old system of 
arbitration, which I may hereafter touch 
upon, being the institution of past times^ 
was th^t which those who did not take the 
trouble to examine into the reason of things,^ 
extolled to the skies. The singular cur*- 
cumstances of my life, threw me iiito many 
situations wherein I had opportunities of 
making my observations on both systams* 
But I must first mention here, that the in*; 
habitants and subjects of the government at 
Broach, and the neighbouring places, were 
in general very well satisfied with the dis- 
pensation of justice made for them ; trade 
flourished, and each individual felt secure 
in his property. That the establishment of 






*' 



PANDURANG HAR!. 69 

tile udalut, or court of justice, was the rea- 
son that causes were increased, is very in- 
correct. ' Justice had not before been attain- 
able, and the people were obliged to endure 
wrong, for which they had no redress. 
When they found that injustice could no 
longer exist with impunity, they poured 
their grievances into the court. It might 
therefore as well be asserted that the erec- 
tion of an hospital was the cause of an in- 
crease of sickness, as that giving the people 
an opportunity of gaining justice, was the 
cause of the increase of applications to the 
courts. From the judge at Broach, an 
appeal lay to the supericw court of Surat, 
called the icourt of appeal, and from thence 
to the sudr udalut at Bombay : what more 
could be wished or desired ? The criminal 
code of regulations was equally good. The 
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judge, though he had the power of commit- 
ing a felon, did not try him. A circuit 
court was established, and one of its mem- 
bers went round to the different stations 
and held a gaol delivery : so that the com^ 
mittal by the resident judge, was frequently 
no more than for safe custody till trial, when 
the prisoner was set at liberty. 

Through the interest of Hurrychund, I 
at length obtained the situation of pleader 
in the court of udalut, in the registrar's 
department, and was n9w quite a man of 
consequence. Nanna continued attached 
to the police, and Fuzl Khan was .still a 
peon, and carried a sword. Old Hurry- 
chund had a nephew, who was lately mar- 
ried at Surat. The new-married couple 
arrived at Broach to visit him, and I was 
invited to dine with them cm the first day 
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of their arrival. The bride was accom- 
panied by her mother ; the former named 
Beema Bhae, and the latter Anundee Bhae. 
Beema was in height and figure very like 
Sagoonah. Nanna was invited at the same 
time, and we had a very pleasant party. 
Before we separated, Harrychund proposed 
giving a dinner to the caste of Marwanys, 
of which he was a member. His nephew 
having no objection, invitations were sent 
out the following day, and the dinner was 
fixed to take place in four days' time. 
All the caste, sav<e one individual named 
Premje, were invited. This persdn was 
considered an outcast, for some cause which 
I never heard explained. The dinner was 
accordingly given, and about one hundred 
and twaity Marwarrys partook of it. In 
the middle of the dinner, a man entered 
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the room among the guests, and demanded 
why he was excluded, saying, he was a 
Marwarry, and would come also. All was 
immediately bustle and confusion, and the 
party demanded that he should be excluded 
or turned out. Poor Premje seemed in. a 
dreadful passion, but it availed him little ; 
he was turned away by the company unani- 
mously. Temporary booths are erected be- 
fore the doors of persons giving entertain- 
ments at Broach; and, indeed, in many 
other parts of Hindustan, and the street is 
for the time blocked up. Premje, though 
ejected from the booth, would not^ go away, 
but stood on the outside, grumbling, and 
asserting his right to be invited to the 
dinner. At length some of the guests 
were favourably inclined towards him, and 
said, that Hurrychund had treated him 
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hiiirshly: that since the alleged charges 
(for which he was now excluded) had 
heeh made against him, he had been sees 
at dinner with Gopaldass, the banker; and 
that^as precedent enough forgiving him aa 
invitation on the present occasion* Being 
myself seated near the entrance of the 
booth, I heard Premje declare Jie would 
bring an action againt Hurrychund^ for 
fixing such a stigma upon his character; 
and with this threat h^ departed. The 
entertainment being over, I acquainted 
Hurrychund with Premje's threat; who 
Jaughed, and said, *« Well, .Pandoo,. if be 
does bring his action, recollect I retain jou 
for my counsel, xmd hope yoii will get him 
• wc^rsted." I thanked Jiim for his good ipi- 
4:entions towards me, and told him, if Premje 
<lid put his threat into execution, I would 
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do my best in his behal£ The following 
day was the first filing-day in the court; 
and, true to his threat, Premje thrhst in 
his petition, or rather declaration against 
Hurrychuhd: which was admitted, and num- 
bered in tJie usual way; and a day was 
appointed for heariiig the cause. Premje's 
vkkeel was a clever fellow, named Atchoo 
Bhae, who, as sbon as he knew his oppo- 
nent was to be Pandurang^ the Mahratta 
pleader, snapped his fingers exultingly, and 
declared he would beat me so hollow, that 
I shoidd be ashamed ever again to shew my 
fatce in court In the evening I visited 
Hilrrychund, my client^ and informed him 
that Premje had actually commenced pro- 
ceeding$ against him, and b^ged^ him to 
furnish tne with matmals for his defence; 
The first question he asked me was, the 
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amount of damages laid; and I informed 
, him that the sum was five hundred rupees^ 
and that the cause would be tried before 
thfe registrar. <* 'Tis i- large sum," said 
Iftirrychund, ** atad you must speak loud, 
Pandoo, and do ydur best.** I promised 
him 1 would exert myself to the utmost; 

r 

ahd was beginning to take dowh the heads 
for defence, when one of the Nazir^sr peoni; 
entered, bearing a summons to Hurrychund, 
who was obliged to accompany him, to put 
in security for his appearance at the day of 
trial. This having been accomplished, the 
old merchant returned, and duly instructed 
me bow I was to proceed, a&d conduct the 
defence. My attention from ^he civil side 
of the court w^ drawn a?^y, just as I 
had left Hurrychund, to the criminal de- 
fiartment As I ^uit^d thte door I 6iet a 
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Inobapprpachingf and heard a voice calling 
out (which Z knew to be Fuzl Khan's) hegr 
gp«™«,«.eM,.«,d hi, «.«■.*,» 
^uii;. ' On inquiry, Z discovered that he and 
two of hii^ Mahomedan acquaintance had 
committed a theft, wd wer^ all appre- 
hended, and expected to find bail in Hu^^w 
f^und's house; in which they were disap- 
pointed, as I refused to interfere with th^ 
old man in their behalf— they were, I knew^ 
such determined reprobates. Fuzl and his 
companions were consequently led awi^r to 
prison. These true believers had for some 
time carried on a system of gaming, and 
were at lost reduced to the extremity of 
committing a theft to raise ftinds tbv the 
support of themselves and their malprac* 
tices. The words of Fuzl Khan's mother, 
that eki beki would be . his ruin, were thus. 
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Verified. I immediately repaired to Nanna^ 
and informed him of both these nffiurs^ 
That of Premje he considered of most im- 
portance; as to the second, he contented 
himself with the observation) that Fuzl 
Khan ought to have been hanged long ago I 
I replied, as to that, it was not for us to 
pass jac^ment upon him, as we were far 
irom being immaculate ourselves. Nanna 
did not much relish this remark, though he 
could not deny its justice ; and he therefore 
turned off the conversation^ and began u% 
inquire particulars concerning the actios 
with Premje. As I was pleader on the 
side of the defendant, I deemed it prudent 
to say as little on the subject as I could, 
and carefully to avoid letting out any pairt 
of the defence. I contented myself there^ 
hre^ with remarking, that I was. confident 
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of success^ and I left him, expressitig a 
hope that as Fuasl Kl|an tjAmfe soofi under 
hisABpartftxeiit, hie; wo^ld try and do all he 
eonld for him. He nodded assent; but 
Naiina was too . much ;of a Mabtatta to take 
inmble Without, a fee for any one ; and as 
pooKi Fuzb t»uid not bestow ohe^ I wa9 
pretty certain no. one would carcJ a rush 
about him. For my own part, however 
willii^g I might be to i^erve him, I dated 
notjrisk-offetiog -a fee to <;arry into ^Ifect 
my good'iiitentiona respecjting him, holding 
the situation I did ; he wa^ therefore, left 
toihis fate. if' 
; iThe day of the tnal of Hkirrydhund'S cause^ 
paine on. Thocpurt was crowded; even the 
wwidows Were ;filled with spectators of- all 
deseiiipt£Dns, anxious to see the neiir pleader, 
and hear the argtunents iised to Exculpate 
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Hurrychund. The moment the opening of 
the cause took place, Atchoo Bhae, the 
pleader for the plaintiff, came forward, hold- 
ing his client Premje by the hand. I ap- 
proached alone, Hurrychund not choosing 
to be present We stood in front of a large 
desk, at which the registrar sat. He was a 
little mean-looking man, very ill tempered* 
I never saw a more strange mortal. He 
looked like some of our deities, red-haired, 
with gooseberry eyes, and a great belly. He 
was so sour, that I was half afraid to ad- 
dress him. The declaration against the 
defendant was read. It complained that 
Premje Bohun, a Marwarry merchant, and 
inhabitant of the city of Broach, where he 
had resided for many years, gaining an ho- 
nest livelihood by trade and fair dealing; 
had ever adhered to the rules of the caste 
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to which he belonged, an<l had been ad- 
mitted to all assemblages of qaste, >yithin or 
without the city walls, until the fifth, day 
of the current month; when Hurrychund 
Doolabdass invited the whole of the Mar- 
warry caste to a dinner, in celebration of 
the. marriage of his nephew, Goolchund. 
In consequence, the whole caste assembled 
at Hurrychund's house ; and, in booths 
erected for the occasion, partook of the 
entertainment so given : but that . he, 
Pr^mje, was iexcluded, as he did not re- 
ceive any invitation ; and that his character 
was much injured, and he was much ag-^ 
grieved in consequence. That, hoping the 
omission was unintentional on the part of 
Hurrychund, he proceeded to the place of 
feasting, and entered the booth ; from which 
he was rudely turned out, and ordered to 
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go away. That he, therefore, sought com- 
pensation in damages for the injury ^u&* 
tained by him in loss of character, to the 
amount of five hundred rupees. TTiis sum, 
if recovered, he intended to expend in 
giving a dinner to his caste, and in pro- 
moting every object that could tend to rein- 
state him in his former place in society, and 
dius remedy the injustice done him by the 
conduct of the defendant. 

To this allegation I answered as follows : 
— *' First, that he set forth he had ever 
adhered to the rules of hb caste, and had 
been admitted to the assemblages of the 
Marwarry tribe on all occasions, until n^- 
leeted by Hurrychund. Now, as to thia 
point, no reply need be made, as the dinner- 
was one, not given by Hurrychund, the de- 
fendant, to celebrate the marriage of his 
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n^pbew : the dinner was not a caste dinner 
giv^n by Hunrychuijd, but a private ifeast> 
^Ven and paid fo^ by his nephew Gool- 
chund ; conseqpentlyi the present defendant 
QDuld not be called npgxi to pay damages for 
a. neglect of which he had. not been guilty • 
This lafis^tion conld be .pxaved by witnesses. 
It is admitted that Premje was notinvited ; 
Iwt, if he. had sustained any injury, he 
must sue the nephew, and not die uncle :'' 
I- consequieiltly prayed lithat the plaintiff 
m%ht be nonsuited. I next called, my wit- 
nesses, who .were persons present at the 
cUiiner: and they proved that the invitations 
sc^j; tof them were not in the name of Hur- 
rydhuod, but. of his nephew. Other wit- 
nesses proved that Goolchund paid them 
or the various articles suppHed to the en- 
tertainment. 
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The above was a defence which the plain- 
tiff was not prepared to meet. The ugly 
little judge, after asking a few questions, 
nonsuited Premje, adjudging him to pay 
all costs. Premje went away, determined 
to commence an action against Goolchund 
the nephew : an arrangement we were not 
sorry for, as it would bring more fees into 
court. HurrycjHind was pleased at my hav- 
ing put Premje to so much expense for 
nothing, and richly enjoyed the fellow's 
blunder. Sogoonah, too, congratuliated me 
cm my success in my first attempt % and the 
pleasure it seemed to give her was a spur 
to further diligence in my professional ex- 
ertions. 

Before the second suit was Commenced, 
Fuzl SLhan was brought to trial. He had 
been imprisoned from the moment he was 
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apprehended. The circuit judge arrived, 
and held his court at the udalut in great 
pomp, attended by the registrar and the 
moulavee, the cazee * and two shastrees.f 
It appeared that Fuzl'Khan, in his capacity 
of peon, was employed to attach the pro- 
perty of a cloth-merchant, and ordered to 
keep guard over it. They who ordered him 
on this-service little knew his character, or 
they would not have employed him in. such 
a duty. Instead of guarding the property, 
he admitted two of his gambling associates 
to the warehouse, and all three helped 
themselves to the choicest muslins, kinkob% 
and other fine a,rticles. They were detected 
by one of the party wearing a rich >muslin 
turban, and the other disposing of a shawl 
for half price at a pawnbroker's. Fuzl 

^ Mahomedan law-officers. f Hindoo law. officers. ^ 
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Khan's house was searched ; and stolen 
property being found there, he was appre- * 

hended immediately. All three were found i 

guilty, and sentenced to be imprisoned and 1 1 

kept to hard labour on the roads for one \ 

year. The next time I encountered my 
friend Fuzl, he was working in the registrar** 
garden, with irons on his 1^. Hie fellow 
was singing away very merrily^but, when 
he saw me, he stopped and began conveiv 
sation, reproaching me with having aban* 
doned him in the needful moment. I satis- 
fied him it was out of my power to have 
assisted him, or I should have rejoiced in 
being able to do so, and thus prevent his 
becoming the sad spectacle he now was. I 
gave him a few pice and went my way. 

The time for the new trial of Premje; 
against Goolchund drew near. I was pren 
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pared to defend the cause. At the hour 
fixed, the coun was crowded, and the 
windows filled with people : one of these 
windows looked into the yard ; and being 
open, a number of persons stood on the 
Outside, and thrust in their heads. The . 
window was exactly opposite the place in' 
which I stood to plead. Goolchund himself 
was present, and fiill of anxiety, lest he 
should have to pay five hundred rupees. He 
repeatedly prompted me to speak loud, and 
to the purpose. The declaration was read, 
and was the same as the first, with the al- 
teration of the name of the defendant. I 
had to prove that the dinner was not & 
marriage-dinner, because that must, accord- 
ing to rule, have been given at Surat, where 
the ceremony took place. It was moreover 
necessary to prove we were fully justified in 
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hot inviting the plaintiff even if it w6re 
considered a caste meeting. To do this, I 
could prove the plaintiff had, on a former 
occasion, been overlooked at a great meeting 
of the caste at the house of a principal 
Marwarry, vfho gave a dinner on the death 
of his father. Moreover I could prove the 
plaintiff an outcast, having c6mmitted some 
fhult which rendered him unfit to be ad- 
mitted among the good and correct men of 
his tribe. Hie plaintiff^ on the other side, 
-was prepared to rebut this evidence respect- 
ing himself. The witnesses on my part 
were sharply cross-examined by Atchoo, the 
pteader, on Premje's behalf and we all eyed 
each other as if life and death depended on 
the issue of the trial. Gocdchund was con- 
stantly pulling my sleete^ and proposing 
many silly qtrestions to be put to the plain- 
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tiff and his witnesses. At length we got w 
far, that I rose to address the court. I 
stated that I could produce a witness, whose 
testimony would not leave a doubt on the> 
mind of the judge as to the character of 
the plaintiff; and having heard him, the 
issue of the trial could not be otherwise than, 
favourable to us. Having spoken to this 
efifect, I cast my glance towards the persons 
who were looking in at the window, purely 
from accident \ but how can I express the 
agitation and alarm I felt, when, among the 
group, I recognized Kokoo, with the ass- 
driver by his side ! My papers fell from my- 
hand — I stood without motion. A trembling 
came over me; and, notwithstanding my 
client Goolchund pulled my sleeve nearly to 
pieces, my eyes remained fixed on tfie win- 
dow, from which I had no power t;o take 
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them. At length I saw they were gone, 
and picked up my papers ; but I still gazed 
around me bewildered, until the registrar ' 
demanded what was the matter. Goolchund 
replied, the people at the window disturbed 
rae : upon which they were ordered to re- 
tire, and the window was closed* The 
registrar then called on me to name the im- 
portant witness I stated I should call. Gool- 
chund named him to me, but I pronounced 
the name in a most confused manner. He 
appeared, however, and Vas sworn in ; but 
I had not a question to put to him-^all had 
been driven from my recollection. I con • 
founded Premje with GoolcTiund, and vtce 
versd. Of these things Atchoo took the ad- 
vantage, and urged the badness of my cause 
from the ill way in which I was able to sup- 
port it. He pulled my poor witness so to 
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pieces, that he deposed things the very oppo- 
site to what I intended he should have done. 
Goolchund endeavoured to speak, but was 
not allowed, as I was his vakeel, and only 
one of us could be heard ; f^t length the 
judge, tired at the delay and confusion 
which I had caused, decided in favour of 
Premje, and ordered Goolchund to pay the 
sum of five hundred rupees, with costs of 
suit. After this decision, we of course could 
not Jbe heard there, but we were told we 
might appeal to die judge's court, if dis- 
satisfied. . Thus ended a cause which, had 
not my attention been called away by the 
sight of an object so terrible to me and 
mine as Kokoo, I felt certain I should have 
gained. I had now to submit to the ill- 
humour of Goolchund, who hinted I had 
been bought over by the opposite party* 
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"Hurrychund also lobked Very cool upon me, 
and was extremely dissatisfied. 

On my returning homfe, Sagoonah in- 
quired whit^ in the name of Vishnu, conld 
have' so paralyzed ine; how I foiled, and 
what was the cause of my Station. She 
beseeched nie to tell her what it was that 
struck me iSpeechlcsss in the couit. J said, 
"When you are in danger, my dear Sagoo- 
nah, it is impossible I can attend to any thing 
besides." The fiightened girl ilcfw inquired 
how she coiild be discovered in danger in 
the midst of my pleadings. I communicated 
to her the dtuse of my alarm, and that I 
had recognized Kokoo, and his companion 
the driver, at the window of the court- 
room. I entreated her to keep witlun doors, 
and never to exhibit herself in the streets. 
I also b^ged her to explain to Hurrychund 
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how I had been alarmed, and the cause of 
it, which occasioned the loss of his nephew's 
suit. She promised me I should be rein- 
stated in his favour, for she liad great in- 
fluence over him ; and before night came, I 
found she had performed her promise suc- 
cessfully, for old Hurrychund became as 
affable and good-natured as before* Gool- 
chund, however, still continued to wear a 
long face, which he altered a little upon my 
talking to him respecting his cause, repeat^ 
ing my regret at its failure^ which could not 
have happened under any other circum-r 
stances than those which I related to him; 
I advised him by all means to appeal against 
the decree of the r^istrar; for although it 
was not common for the judge of the upper 
court ta hear fresh evidence on a cause» 
yet, upon my representing how I had been 
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interrupted in my defence^ it was prdbable 
he would waive the general custom, as an 
exception, owing to very peculiar circum* 
stances, and grant the admission of fresh 
evidence. Goolchund shook me heartily by 
tbehand^ and declared he would give no- 
tice of appeal on the following day. 

When Croolcbund quitted me, Nannie 

came in, fiill of anxiety, to hear the cause 

of my failure in courts When I told him, 

he said he was not surprised at it> for the 

sight of such an inveterate foe seeking one's 

life, at all times appalling, must have been 

particularly so at such a critical moment^ 

and was enough to bewilder the strongest 

and most courageous man. Nanna advised 

me never to go out after it was dark, or 

venture at any time beyond the city walls. 

Day after day passed away, and all was quiet: 
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neither Kokoo nor the driver appeared. 
The appeal case was heard in due course ; I 
having furnished affidavits, statii^ hpw I 
had been interrupted^ and that impor^t 
evidence, which would have decided the 
cause the other way, had not been heard, 
the judge granted the request. I was not 
permitted to plead, because I belonged to 
the lower court ; but the cause was ably con- 
ducted. After a long hearing, the decree of 
the court below was reversed, and Gool- 
diund was successful, to the inexpressible 
chagrin of Premje and. his friends. CHd 
Hurrychund was so pleased at the issue oC 
tlie appeal, that he gave a nautch '^ on the 
occasion, to which all the most respectable 
of his caste were invited. 

* Dance. 
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CHAP. IV. 

At the nautch mentioned in the last 
chapter, an excursion to the island of Kub-* 
beer Burr^ was proposed. This place is 
situated some way up the rirer Nerbudda, 
and is remarkable for being entirely covered 
by one large banyan tree. The branches 
of this tree growing downwards, take root, 
and become each of them a distinct trunk. 
From these other branches droop in like 
manner to the ground, and thus, traverse 
over and shade from the. sun an immense 
space of ground, nearly two thousand feet 
in extent. It is delicioudy refreshing, 
during the hot weather, to walk under 
the green arches forn^ed by this tree» and 
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enjoy the shade and coolness. Walk joins 
to walk, among green festoons, and a laby- 
rinth of leaves and branches. Nothing could 
be more agreeable than parties made to 
spend the day on such a spot.. The distance 
was but a pleasant sail, and tlie relaxation 
from business, and a due attention to th^ 
important duties of eating, drinking, talking 
and smoking, were anticipated by all who 
were to join in the excursiori with no small 
delight* As there was but little prepara- 
tion necessary, matters were speedily ar^ 
ranged for starting. The women were to 
accompany us— ^a measure which I opposed 
in vain, dreading the machinations of Kokoc^ 
who I was convinced remained lurking in 
the neighbourhood, waiting a fit oppor- 
tunity to consummate his nefarious plan& 
iSagoonah was extremely desirous of seeing 
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the island, and endeavoured to persuade 
herself there Avas no danger in going thither, 
protected as she would be by us and two 
or three udalut peons. Goolchund's wife 
and mother were to accompany, us, and 
therefore Sagoonah.was determined to ven- 
ture. Finding argument of no avail, I 
gave up the point, and prepared for the 
excursion. It was fixed to take place on 
the third day after the appeal cause came 
on. Hurrychund sent every thing we could 
need to the island, the day preceding, and 
spared no expense to i:ender> the whole 
party as comfortable as possible. At . an 
early hour in the morning we set out on 
0ur exciirsion. It happened to be an 
Hindoo holiday, and no business was trans- 
acted at the court-house, so I requested 
Nanna to accompany us, and we both went^ 
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well armed, and^ eadi attended by two 
armed peons, eseorted the females to the 
bodt. It was at the hour of five ia the 
nK>rning, it being necessary to go up with 
the tide. Owing to the .diu*kne$s of xhe 
hour, ivhich the morning mist Mcreased, it 
^ad impossible to distinguisii rSagoonah 
from Beema, Ooolchund'swife^: their figujres 
were so muck alike, and both, ienvelopedin 
dark shawls. ^ After a few Jaours'^ saol we sa^ 
the island, to the great joy of rBeeiim and 
her mother, who w^e both ill from. Hm 
boat's motion. It was agreed that thoi^ 
who were tired of the voyagie should land 
at once, and ramble about - the island, 
or enjoy themsdves in the shade* On land- 
ing I was much struck with die remarkaJbie 
tree, having never seen one half its size, in 
any part of the Deccan. There seemed to 
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me to be a thousand tniiibs, suppovting an 
immense roof of folk^ of a deep green. 
Not a ray of tlie sun conld penetrate 
through it ^ all under it was in shadowy 
silence. The great drawback to our plea^ 
sure was that the jdace abounded in makes, 
so that we were e^r in fear, of tsrampling 
upon them^ and of gettiD^ bit This would 
not have been the case, however, ' without 
frequent warnings^ ti^ the boatmen and ser- 
vants afthaneed 'the danger by marvellous 
stories of the venom of t^se reptiles, as 
l»roofs that it was more pow€|*ful her0 than 
in any other part of India. One of fhem 
tdated a tale of a person struck dead at 
encountering the fiery eyes of an immense 
serpent coveredwiA hair, that reached in 
lei^th from one i^de the island to another. 
As if to help out the marveUous narration, 
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a large cobra. di capeUo brushed away from 
us among the underwood at the moment, 
and SO' alarmed the females, that we moved, 
in another direction, taking a different path, 
and one more beaten. Our presence in this 
unfrequented place .seemed to cause great 
consternation among the monkeys and birds^ 
which haunted it in vast numbers, and of. 
all varieties. The screams of the disturbe^l. 
and af&ighted fowls as they flew off, and the. 
diatter and grin of the monkeys, that,. peie)p<* 
ing amid the branches of the trees, seen^d 
mocking our power to take them,, were - 
highly amusing. Though all creatures be- 
sides seemed to flee us, the bat bung by bis 
enormous wingi^ in certain dark hollows of 
the trees , and densely shaded boughs, ap*-> 
parently: insensible of our presence. The. 
coolness^ .and the additional feeling of gloom 
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thrown over the deeper recesses of the 
foliage, were far from being agreeable on ' 

this account The bats differed much from 
those which visit our streets and houses in 
the city, being immensely large, and mea- 
suring three or four feet fix)m wing to wing 
whed extended. They call them in die 
Deccan vmr vmgool. In all my wanderings 
I never before saw such a sight They hung 
"with their heads downwards in every direc- 
tion by hundreds, suspended from small 
hooks at the extremity of their wings. 
After a short ramble under this magnificent . 
tree, we found ourselves almost close to the 
landiiig-place where our boat lay. Some of ' 
the party, while we took rice for our first ^. 

repast, proposed remaining on the island, 
and others were for sailing a little fiirther 

•4 

'up the river and returning to dinner. Those ' j. . 
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with whom the water disagreed, naturally 
were for keeping upon the land. Sagoonah 
{md her aunt were so much pleased with 
the sail io the island, that they expressed a 
wish to proceed a short way up the stream, 
and rejoin their female fiiends in an hour 
or two. Sagoonah, her aunt, Nanna, two 
peons . and myself^ thei'efbre embarked to 
take a little more pleasure on the water. 
The time passed so pleasantly, that We did 
not reflect upoh the distance the wind and 
tide were carrying us. At length . tlie ti<k 
turned, and the boatm^i advised us to avail 
ourselves of its assistance, and return to the 
island. Unfortunately the wind was full in 
our teeth, and we could make no way but 
with l3ie oars; our boat also was large and 
heavy. Not being prepared for this disap- 
pointment^ and having but three sailors and 
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two oars, one of which afterwards snapped 
in using it, our progress was very slow. 
Sagoonah's aunt had fortunately a little 
dried grain and bread with her, of which we 
partook. Without oars, we were ob%ed 
to hoist our sail, and tack and wear, hoping 
to reach the island before the tide ^ain 
turned: but in this we were. disappointed. 
We made no distance, and were tossed 

* 

about to. no puipose. The females became 
iU,^ and our party was miserable enough* 
When the tide turned, we were obliged to 
take down our sail and anchor, to prevent 
being carr^d back again ; this we did 
f»retty near the shore, and then we consulted 
what was jbest to be done* It wafi now six 
o'clodk in the evening, and we seemed 
without a possibility of reaching the island^ 
where the . rest of our party must be anx- 
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iotisly awaiting us — ^for await us they must, 
as there was no other boat to convey them 
home* I now proposed sending the two 
peons on shore to procure oars, and four 
stout fellows to row us to the island. The 
peons set ofl^ while Narina and myself 
guarded the females, who were alarmed, aad 
stood much in need of rest. Hour after 
hour passed away, and it was ten o*clock 
before the peons returned, bringing with 
them only three oars, but no men to ^assist; 
they reported that it was with great diffi- 
culty they procured these. There being 
no remedy, we determined to make the best 
use of the oars we could, . and weighing 
iKttchor, pulled with all our strength against 
the tide. With every effort we gained l)ut 
little, till the tide again turned^ in ou?* 
favour. This was at twelve o'clock at night. 
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A miserable day of pleasure we Bad, toiling 
at our oars, and Nanna vowing he would 
never go boating again for pleasure. At 
length we saw lights at the island^ and the 
men set up a loud shout — ^which was an- 
swered by our friends, who were no doubt 
tired enoughs About two o'clock we set 
our feet on shore, and found all wailing 
and lamentatioh. The first person we saw 
was old Hurrychund, beating his breast 
and tearing his clothes, at the same time 
crying, " Oh my nephew, wife, and her 
mother, all gone!" I demanded whither. 
The old man exclaimed, would to Idiwar 
he knew — " some villains had borne them ^ 
off.*^ He theii demanded where I had been , 
so late, exclaiming every moment, " what a 
day of pleasure — ^misery! misery!" I begged 
him to explain himself but the old man 
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could only weep and beat his breast. One 
of the peons whom I had left with the party 
on the island) to whom I appealed for in*^ 
formation, told me that, hour after hour 
passing by, and not seeing any thing of us, 
they went in parties round different points 
of the island, to see if they could espy us 
coming. About six in the evening Hunpy-^ 
cbund's iie{^w, with his niece and her 

4 

mothu:, being absent, he bade hini go in 
quest of them. He did so, and on arriving 
at the end of tibeisland^ was just in ti^ne to 
see a boatipush off well manned, and to hear 
the screaffiik ^of the females on board. The' 
'^ boat went : against the tide to Broach, but 

owing to the number of hands on boards it 
moved away rapidly. He xeturhed imme^ 
diately to Hurrychund, and told faiin what 
he had seen. The oldman was struck duml» 
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with terror and alarm* Pursuit was impos* 
sible, for there was Ao boat, and they be- 
came more anxious than ever for our arrival. 
Hour after hour passed, till it was too late 
to pursue them, if there were hands and 
oars to overtake them. Nanna during the 
recital declared his belief that Sagoonah, 
het aunt, and myself, were the persons 
whom the villains intended to seize ; Txtt 
that, it being dark,; diey bad hot been able 
to distinguish the one from the * other« I 
fully coincided with Nanna in opinion j atid 
rejoiced at our escape, though I sincerely 
bewailed the fate of our friends. Hulryi 
chund ordered the boat to return to Broitcfa, 
as die tide would soon again become ad- 
verse, and not a moment ^ould be' lost; 
Having embarked, we rowed^ &tigtted an we 
were, and reached the city by fiveno'dook 
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in the morning, having had twenty-four 
hours of every thing but pleasure. AppU- 
cation was immediately made to the police 
to pursue the villains who had carried oiF 
Hurrychund's relatives. Parties were des- 
patched by land and water, to endeavour to 
obtain tidings of them. Leaving Nanna to 
watch over Sagoontih and her aunt, I em- 
barked with a strong party to scour the 
river, entertaining hut a faint hope of sue* 
ees. Well knowing the sanguinary i£spo* 
sition of Kokoo (who I felt certain was Ae 
agent in. the afiair), I feared that, finduig he 
had missed his prey, it would instigate bim 
to commit violence on the unhappy persons 
who had fallen into his clutches. We made 
inquiry of every boat which- came up die 
stream, if the people had seen an open boat 
weU manned, or bad heard the screams of 
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women proceeding from any vessel on the • 
river. We were uniformly answered in the 
negative, and began to despair of obtaining 
any tidings of Goolchund and his wife. At 
length we found ourselves opposite a bun- 
galow, or house, built by an English gentle-^ 
man, who resorted there when sickness 
rendered a change of air useful, the sea 
breeze being very sensibly felt at that place. 
We could not return to Broach until the 
tide changed, and I determined to go on 
shqire and wait its turn at the bungalow* 
,Wje accordingly anchored^ but no sooner 
was the atichor dropped, than We were 
hailed from the bungalow by a voice which 
I recognized to be Goolchund & We imme« 
tduitely landed, and joined him at the front 
of the house, expressing our pleasure at 
nieeting him once more.. He bade me come 
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in, and he would tell me all that had hap* 
pened to them. I eagerly inquired if his 



wife and her mother were safe : and he an- 
swered me by throwing open the door of a 
room, where I saw them quietly seated on 
the floor, eating dried grain. They were 
much pleased at seeing me, and bc^ed me 
to sit down by them. 

Goolchund now proceeded to relate the 
circumstances of their capture. They had 
gone round the island to see if they could 
find us, or rather to look out for us re- 
turning down the river, when they were 
suddenly seized by a number of men, who 
b<H*e them to a boat, and put off from the 
shore. The thing was so sudden, thq^ 
they were all astounded ; and it was some 
' time before they could recover themselves. 
The men rowed with all their force for 
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soBie miles, until they were past Broach ; 
having taken the precaution to gag the 
women, and thus prevent their screaming 
while passing the city walls. A small boat 
now met them, from whicji a shrill whistle 
was heard, and answered by those who 
were in the boat with us. The little boat 
then ran alongside our's, and two mefi 
came on board us, having a lantern. One 
of them was a short man, with light hair ; 
the other taller, having a dark complexion. 
As the light flashed across the boat, I could 
distinctly perceive our late opponent in the 
law-courts Premje, who instantly ordered 
the light to be put out, and began a very 
earnest conversation with the short man, 
who had jiist entered the boat. Goolchund 
was seriously alarmed, to find himself thus 
in. the power of an ^nemy^ of whose resent* 
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ment it was impossible to foresee the extent* 
At length they reached the bungalow, and 
cast anchor opposite to it : they were 
then landed, and compelled to walk up the 
bank to the house, in a room of which they 
were locked. The villains who had taken 
them off prepared to sleep ill the hall; 
their prisoners also lay down; but could 
obtain no repose, for Goolchund heard one 
of their guards say, "Do? why, kill the 
fellow, to be sure! Did he not try to 
subject me to the most cruel arid linger- 
ing death— even to starvation ?" — " Im- 
possible !" said another voice, which was 
Premje's ; " he has never been away from 
Guzerat in his life." — " Aye, aye ! but I 
know better," replied the first speaker; **he 
shall be food for' fishes, on our way' to 
Bombay." Goolchund h^re made a violent 
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knocking at the door, and two men entered 
the room in which they were confined; 
one of them was Premje, and the ether a 
shorter person. They inquired the cause 
of the uproar. , Goolchund informed the 
short man }xe had heard their conversation, 
and was anxious to convince him of his 
errgr. - He desired him to look in his &ce 
with the lantern close, and say if he had 
ever seen him till then« He did so, and in 
a moment exclaiined, " Death and fury ! 
have we had all this trouble for nothing? 
What fellow have we here?" Goolchund 
then told him his name, and he said, " You 
will soon, perhaps, be set at liberty; — but, 
though disappointed in my man, the wo* 
meft. are in my power." Goolchund assured 
him that one of them was his wife, and the 
other h^r mother, entire strangers to him. 
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Upon this the short man called out, " Rajoo ! 
get up, you lazy rascal ! and come hither 
instantly !" Upon this the taller man of 
the two, who had come on board us from 
the little boat, came in, rubbing his eyes. 
The short man whimpered something to 
him, and then bade him approach the fe* 
males, and say if the young one was not 
Sagoonah, Goolchund then sa^ through 
the whole affair, and comp'Sbehended the 
mistake which had been committed; and 
that Sagoonah, her auiitj, and myself, were 
the persons they intended to carry off. 
The man who had been sleeping ap- 
proached the females, and, after a minute 
inspection, cried out, " Ala^ we hfive 
caught the wrong birds I" The short man's 
rage knew no bounds; t|^king Premje by 
the collar, he dasned him with violence 
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against the wall, and hurried out of the bun- 
galow, summoniiig together his men ; and, 
going on board, they weighed anchor, and, 
were far away before the morning dawned* 
It was clear Premje was the agent in this 
a&ir, he having a grudge against Gool* 
chund ; and, conceiving him and his wife the 
persons wanted, he was, doubtless, active 
enough in his exertions to effect the object 
in view. Though sorely bruised, he fled 
from the house, and was not seen there 
afterwards, nor was it likely he would ven- 
ture to enter Broax^ih ag^eun. 

I then explained to Goolchund who the 
short man was, and that his face ha4 pre^ 
ven^d my succeeding in court in gaining 
his cause: that I. had no doubt of bis ob* 
ject being myselQ and that, bad he sue- 
ceeded,'! should hitve been food for ^he% 
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too certainly. Goolchund thought I had 
*•- had it narrow escape, and then bade me 

explain the cause of our absence from the 
island, which I did in every particular. 

The whole party now embarked in my 
boat, and one tide carried us back to Broach* 
We reached the city aboXrt six- o'clock in 
the evening. Crowds of persons were in 
waiting to receive us. The whole city had 
heard of the outrage committed, and every 
one was anxious to know where the missing 
persons had been discovered, and who took 
them away from the island. I had pre- 
viously advised Goolchund not to say a word 
nbout Premje being concerned, until we had 
communicated with old Hurrychundj. we 
therefore reported to the multitude, that 
We were ignorant of the persons, and mo- 
tives for comnutting the outrage upon us» 
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This only increased die public curiosity, 

and many false reports were circulated ■'* 

respecting the affair; at length, the people, 

by some accident, hit upon the truth, or 

so much of it as established, that as Premje 

had been an: opponent of Goolchund's in 

court, and the latter having gained the 

cauae, the former had hired persons to carry 

off and murder his antagonist and wife. 

Premje's disapp^rance fi;t)m the city at the 

t^ne, caused this statement to be believed. 

The Marwarry caste crowded around Gool- 

chund, and desired him to swear by the 

holy cow whether or not Premje was in the 

plot. Goolchund acknowledged that he bad 

seen Premje in the party which carried 

himself and his i«fe away from the island. 

The Marwarrys, upon this, combined and 

surrou{ided Premje's house, which they 
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would have razed to the ground, had not a 
strong body of police been sent to protect it 
from their rage. It now became necessary 
that Goolchund should proceed to the 
police coun and formally depose against 
Premje ; this he did, whilst I escorted home 
the females, and hastened to relieve. ^e.« 
anxious mind <rf old Hurrychuud. Thu3 
terminated our pleasure-party to the island 
of Kubbeer Burr. 
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CHAP. V. 

In human life, <me misery is certain to 
he followed by a train of half adozen« The 
<]^^oamfiture of our excurdon to the island 
was followed by the lUneis of old Hurry- 
chundt who had been too long exposed to 
the night air for one of his advanced years* 
He caught from the damps a severe fever, 
which in three days carried him off. A 
funeral, instead of a wedding, was now or* 
de^ed to be prepared in booths in the front 
of his hou$e. The sudden demise of the 
old man was a sad blow to us all. I had 
myself been , fanciful enough to suppose he, , 
would recover from the attack ; but, on the 
third day after it took place, on rettfri\ing 
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from the court, I saw the kind imd ema- 
ciated old man stretched on the fatal bed of 
cusa * grass, and I was convinced no hope 
of his recovery remained. _ The old# man 
was, hi fact, death-struck, and had no, more 
time allowed him than was sufficient to 
make a few donations to his surviving friends 
and relatives. Among the former was Sa- 
goonah's aunt, to whoip he bequeathed five 
hundred rupees. 

None of the sacred water of the Ganges 
being at hand, the ceremony of sprinkling 
his head was omitted from necessity, but the 
sdbi grdmaf stone was placed ne^r liim, 

* When the death of a Hindoo is certain, and no hope 
remains, he is laid on a bed of grass, called cusa, 

f A small black smooth stone, perforated by worms, 
or, as thie Hindoos believe, by T^hnu, in the sYmpe of a 
reptile. 
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itnd all the ceremonies performed which the '^ 
friendship of his relations could prompt 
and had the means of executing. Holy 
strains -were ohaunted, and sacred» hymns 
poured into the ear of the dying; leavesof . ', 
hallowed trees were scattered over his head, 
and every attenti<^ i:eligiously paid him in 
his expiring moments. As soon as he was « 
dead> the body was washed, perfumed, and 
decked with flowers; a' ruby, put into his 
mouth, t(^ether with coral, and small pieces 
of gold thrust into his nostrils and eyes. 
Goolchund, the nedrest relative, ' as^'usual, 
brought the cloth sprinkled with fragrant 
oil, and threw it over the corpse: twohourar 
afterwards they conveyed ' the body to the 
futieral -pile;, it was raised up by his re- 
hitiveli and placed on a wooden bier, for the 
prooession. It now moved slowly on, with 
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fire aHid food borne befere it in an unbaked 
earthen vessels accoqipanied by the sound 
of dtumS} cymbals, and wind and stringed 
instruments. The funeral passed out through 
flie eastern gate of the^ city to its plUbe of 
destitiation. The corpse bdng laid upon a 
bed of ' cusa^jpdth Its head toward the scjuth, 
the relatives of the deceased bathed in the 
river On the banks of which the funeral pile 
was to be prepare^ TTiey then b^an to 
markcmtlin^ upon which th^ wood was 
placed. The pile being ready, t)rey ^^rasbed 
the body, clothed it |n clean linen, rub-; 
bing it with perfumes, and then placed it on 
tile wood with the heiad to the north. Gool«^ 
chund then threw the doth oyer the Qprpse ; 
and taking up a %hted brand, i|ivoked all 
dbo holy places, saying, ^« May the g<«(Js, 
with mouths of fire, consuine this body !'^ 
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H^ then walked three times round the pUe, 
looked towards the south, and, dropping on 
his left knee, appKed a torch to the wood 
near the h^ of the corpse, while the at- 
tendant priests recited the proper jirayers! 
During the time the wood was consuming, 
seveml of tile relations of tht *c^as«i hav- 
ing i^ken sev^n pieces of the wood, walked 
slowly round the pile and threw them over 
their shoulders upon the fire, saying, " All 
haii tl> theii who consutoeth flesh V* All 
who had followed or, touched the body were 
obliged to walk round the pile, keeping their 
Irft hands towards it, but not looking at the 
fire. Iliey.then proceeded to the riyerf, 
bathed, and returned home in procession^ 
having perfcMined many minor ceremonies^ 
such .a^ sippingwater^ &c., too minute to 
mention. On arriving at the house of the 
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deceased, the funer^ cakes were baked^ and 
food put aside on a leaf for the crows. Cake 
was thrown into water, and. milk and water 
were suspended at the door of the house in 
earthen. vessels every evening, until the time^ 
of mourning expired/ This endured for 
ten days, ai^Nmoumful days they were to 
us all. " ' 

* 

Sagoonah and her aunt lived with Beema; 
and Anundee her mother ; but as the latter 
intended to ga to Surat, it was necessary to 
make some new arrangements : at length, 
Nanna procured lodgings for Sagoonah and 
her aunt in a very retired quarter of the 
city, and Beema and her mother took leave ^ 
of us, and proceeded to Surat, leaving us 
melancholy enough aftheir departure. Hie 
imcertainty we were in respecting Kokoo 
was a great drawback upon c^r comfor^ 
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Sagoonah, knowing the imperious necessi^ 
for concealment, resigned herself to tbe 
alternative of close imprisonment in her 
lodgings, with a placidity which mOre than 
ever incensed me against her persecutors, 
and, raised her still higher in my esteem. 
Business had become soaroit at the ccmrt, 
and I ixuEisiilted Nanna as to whether we 
had not better proceed elsewhere, io some 
other court where the Mahratta language 
was used, whereby we should gain many 
advantages that Guzerat did iK>t afibrd||^ 
us. Namia ' being ' of my opinion, I in- 
formed Sagobnah that 'we intended to pro* 
jieed to' the Northern Concan, iii hopes of 
obtaining practice as pleaders in that court. 
Neitjier $ago6nah ^or her aunt were par- 
ticularly desirous of remaining in Broach, 
*ai\d they lx>t]& acquiesced inimediately in 
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our plans for thefuttire. Whether we should 
proc^d hy sea or by land was the next 
point; atid we finally fixed upon the latter 
mode, hoping we should not be molested 
by Kokoo or his agents. I infi[>nned the 
judge of the reiGSons which induced me to 
quit his c6i:(^t: he approved of my plans, 
BXidi gave me a letter to the judge of the 
Xkmcan, in which he lAsa reconunended 
Nanna. Jtist as we were taking leaver . the 
n^r caxiie running in, reporting that a 
prisoner j^lft escaped who was ^ployed in 
forking upon the roads ; he ha4 knocked 
down the guard and disi^ncumbered hin^sdf 
of his irons. The judge inquired ther name 
of the man^ and, to nty surprises I found it 
was Fiizl Khan. *« Where did this fellow ' 
come from ?* inquired the judge. *^ He 
came tvith these two Mahrattas,'' was the 
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reply of the nazir, paiiituig to u^***** In^ 
deltd P' obsenred the judge t ^^ and diese two 
^are just going «vray, and. their friend is de- 
pAited. It appetirs very suspicioit^. I fear 
you have aided the fellow in breaking 
prison/' We were- mudi hurt at such a 
suspidony though we could hardly wonder 
;at its beii^ ent^^toined^ Jj^e most c^unestly 
assured the jl^e we cared notfak^ about 
the fellow, and had taken lio intisrest in his 

_^__ • 

affairs. The judge said, there wajs certainly 

11^* his escape) and he would not de^EUi} U4. 
lie advised uS not to be seen in the ieUow's 

* * • 

Mmpai^ BgiJoi on the Eip^U^ territory. 
We bowed, and retired. On the outside of 
^e coutt we saw the guard whom Fuzl 
, Khan had knodced dowii# The poor fel- 
low's teeth wfere literally driven down his 
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throM. ' Fuzl had used his irons as the 
weiappil^of offence. Nanna obserVed, that 
he was a desperate man^ and I agreed that 
he was more so than I had apprehended ; 
but I said I Aopght he touist be. speedily re^ 
taken. Nanna imagined he was too'clever a 
fellow for that i but we both agreed never 
more to hare any thing to do- with him if 
he caitfe m our way/ 

Erery dmig being in order^ we set otit on 
our journfy. Sagobiiah and'her aum were 
seated in » small covered' cart drawn hy 
bullbcks ; Nanha and myself were mounted 
upon tattoos. We started at an earfy hour 
in the morning, that' we might reach Surat 
at night, resting an h<Hir or two at Khim 
to refresh our cattle. From the latter places 
where we enjoyed a 'comfi>rtaUe' meal, we 
set forth again for Surat The bullocks 
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being knocked up, our journey WBt delayelfl 
so much that darkness came on^ before wtk 
arrived near Surat We had pasi^ed two 
travellers on the road on foot, who now 
overtook us, so' slow did we proceed. These 
two:men seemed .very suspicions characters ; . 
if we stopped they' did the sam^ and some- 
times they kept up with us by running, 
Nai^na was convinced they were not common 
travellers,' but had some sinister motive for 
thus following us. We watched them nar- 
rowly ; but as. diey did not oJSTer to molest 
ns in any way, we took no: other notice of 
them, and soon entering Surait, we hoped 
to lostf ' sight of them entirely. In this, 
however, we found ourselves mistaken ; for 
while we were assisting the women to alight 
from the carriage at a comfortable lodging 
which Nannahad procured, the two travel- 
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lets posted themselves on^ on each side of 
the dobr^ and having seeii ub ent^r, hasten* 
•^edaway down the street. " Who cab these 
feUow5 be?" mqmr^d S^oonah. '^ They 
once, opened . the doth which covered the 
carriage, and peeped in."' I swore, by 
Ishwar, had I known this betbre, 1 would 
haVe prevented their ever . attempting it a 
Mcond thne. I requested her not to b^ 
alarmad, as v^ dkoidd ke^ a good lookHmt. 
I endeavoured to . perisluade h^r they would 
p:iibably cease ta foDow >ds any (iirtbef, as 
&irat might be the place of their destina'- 
tion. Notwithstanding all I saic^ Si^oonah 
was evidently alarmed. I Nanna and myself 
a^eed to keep guard by turns outside her 
chaifnber, and to strike dcjjk^any one who 
might Mttoipt to enter or to molest us* 
After we had dined^ Nannia went out to 
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hire f redk cattle iot the ensuing d^ ; and, ' 
on hk retQtft, ihe fi^mflleat retired to dieir 
apartiben t Naqnn took ^t at their .door 
for the &6t Half of the night. At one 
o'clock he a%ok6 nie, st[5^ing all was quiet : 
I too^ his placd, ati4 remained there nntil 
morning; l)ut nothing ooCnrtM to disturb 
tis^ The caMe trer^ readjr ; und, h^kving 
tfldtbn br^^akfaiEi^ wec^icem^re set' ont^ mi- 
attended bf any prying trarellers, m that I 
b^an to hope tiie had rid oiiiMlTes of them 
entirely* litdutorry was th^ first stage, mid 
thiBre we Abught of remi^ning till ni^t) 
the Hettisd^ ci^plainitig of fatigue. What 
was my surprise, on ah^^thig, io jSnd the two 
mystericfiis tifattillers posted ther^l and be-^ 
fore I could d||fea]lid the reason of their thus 
motestii^ lis, they we!*e off Tbiscoi^uct 
was now a subject df serious alarm to us all, 

oe 



f 



/ 






and I determined, should they follow us to 
Damaun^ to take some measures for eluding 
theHL We also thoiight it prudent io fira¥el 
jonly by short istages in the dajr, so as notto 
run the risk of bdng benighted. In this 
manner we proceeded, iemd were sure to be-^ 
hold t^e travellers ported at the diirhm 
sallah where we alighted. At length we 
reached Dmnaun, a large fortified place be^: 
longing to tl^e Portuguese. A$ before, the. 
two m^n were watc^iiigour arrival there.! 
On seeing: t^is; I itbougbt it high time' to^ 
consult ;o)i some m^od df eluding their 
watd^fuloess,- and therefore determined on 
taking a boat and proceeding by sea the 
rest of the distance. We could^never have 
ft better opportunity tlfan a},Damaun^ for 
it Was a se^-^port, ^^nd - bo^ts of^^ all sorts 
were ridHnJ^ in the harbour,* Thetravdlen^ 



«» 

\ 



' '' 



« 



<• 



T' 



*. ("^ 



•,f 



* 



¥'■ 



«j 



tAM^URANG hArL 






oenc^vkig 4e should still proceed by land, 
would set out before us, as thej had hltbarto 
invar&bly don^ and would be at a loss ^en 
they missed'U^ at the following stage. ' This 
plan was agreed .to.; Nanna went and hired 
a boat '. as .secretly as possible, ani early in 
the morning we went on. board and set sail* 
The boat we had hired was called a patta^ 
mar: it was a large one, and had a cabin 
for the female. ; On the tfaifil day .we saw 
Bassein,; the: duef place in the Northern 
Concstn, whither I deteitnined on going. A 

m 

better. boat than' ours ft>^ sailing came after 
us, as we. supposed from Surat, ^and hailing 
us, asked whither we were boupd ? I desired 
the tindal, or steersman, to answer, ^^ Bom-* 
bay. " The stt^nge boat jqow j*an so close to* 
us, thfit I eould recognizf the faces of all oh 
board; and whfti wa3 my vexattpn-in dis*. 
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covadng the two: mai who had be^re £^- 
lowed ti%^ muffled up in dark shawls ! It 
thus seemed impossible to avoid thiem. 
Nonna proposed' i^ooting them^ but^ aware 
of the consequences of' su<!h a pcoeeedii% 
on the territory of the English, Ibisgged 
him not to think ai moment of spch a «t6p. 
The strange boat now passed us, a^d I de- 
sired the tindal to put into Bassein, which 
he had no litKmer done, than I had- the 
mortification to see the strange bofiit piit 
about, and run fyt the same port ^^ We 
nrast submit," lobsifrved ; ** let the fellows 
follow us if they will; we must be pre^ 
pared for them, and what more ^ can be 
done?" -. , "^' - 

V 

We landed at Bassein, procured lodg^ 
ings, and, as ^airl^^^as convcinietif, I pre* 
senled my letter to the^figlish genfletti^ 
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there; vmo^ cox perusing its contents, ad- 
vised me to proceed to Thi^piah ;' the 
court was held there, and he waft going to 
jAat'place in a ver^ diovt time^ and would 
then do all in Ins power for me. In con- 
sequence of this we ' left Basseinj and 
reached ThamuJi by wat^, seeing nothing 
of the two men, who I hoped had departed. * 
At Tbannah we waited until the judge ar- 
rived, when I made my salaatai to him; an^d' . 
he promised me a vakeelship as soon as a 
vacancy occurred, whicll be daily expected. 
It happened, unfortunately^ that an old in- • 
bamtant o^Thaimah was candidate for the 
place ^so ; and^ in consequence, I was re- 
garded wiA an evil eye; and I even heard 
that some plan was on ipot to ruin my 
expectations. •One dtyi^ jwdge sent for 
me, and said, " S)"you wish to be a pleader^ 









Tv 



■*•; ■ 



136 



PANDURANG ^ARt 



do you ?* I replied in the affirmative. 
^ Why," said he, "you must be the most 
impudent fellow in the world ! I under- 
t^nd you were once a common peon in 
Bombay, engaged in a dreadful conspiracy 
V> murder the treasurer, and was, in con- 
sequence, expelled from the island T' I 
denied it stoutly, and said it was all a base 
fabrication of my enemies, and the man 
who was a candidate for the pleader's place* 
^* Well," said the judge, " we will see ; 
call in the man who aKtys he will swear to 
this would-be v^eel." A man now came 
forward, whom I knew to be one of the 
mysterious travellers | he was wrapped \xp 
jfi his coarse black shawL On approach- 
ing die judge, he uncovered himself and 
made a salaam^ Which afforded me an oppor- 
tunity of seeing his %ce. The features 
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wer<s familiar .to me, but I could, not eall 
to mind : where I had seen them, or on 
what occasion. The judge asking his name, ' 
he replied it was Gumbi'a. This wa^"' 
enough to enaUe me. to remember that he 
was the veiy man expelled from Bombay- 
with myself) and .who left me to return 
thither, and search for my treasure. I now 
felt that ^my hopes of the place here were 
frustrated^ The fblk>^ deposed to a thou- 
sand . falsehoods ; swore he himself was in 
the plot, aiid was ei^Ued Bombay at the 
sanig^time tliat I was, and for the same 
crime. The judge said, he also concaved 
it his duty to send me from T|iannah, 
and desired me to go. in two days? time, oi*"^ 
he should be forced to compel me to do sow 
This was a fatal blow ; IkutVhat was to be 
done hut to obey ? I returned home, and 
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as I entered the house^ tiie traveller Gmm^ 
bia overtook me ; and, giving me a fiendish 
grin, hurried away. I did not relate to 
Nanna or to the females the reason of my 
failure ; but informed them the juc^e had 
preferred another man, and it was desirable 
we should all. proceed to the Deccan onee 
more. 

After my failure, I 4iad settle conversa- 
tion. with Sagoonah, relative to my hopes 
i»especting herself. I told her, on our ar-* 
rival in the Deceit, I was determined to 
discover whether the boy to whom'sfao'had 
been betrothed was living or not. If I 
could satisfactorify prove this, I demanded 
whether she would longer refuse ipe the 
right of afibrding her legal protection. She 
put her hand into mine, saying, '^ But 
prove he is no more, and this hand is 
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your's." I then told her we must proceed 
to Satarah, , for diere only could ^py thing 
be learned that was satisfiEictory upon this 
subject, so important to .us both. " What !" 
cried Sagooiudi, *^ to Satarah ? to my ridi 
unde, who will take me from your protec- 
tion.?' — ^< Not so,*' I said; " he must not 
be acquainted of your being therew" — " He 
will — ^he will kntyW !" replied Si^oonah ; 
^ I must not ev^n acccnupany you 1^ the 
Deccan. My aunt and I will proceed to 
Bombay^ and await tidtiigs of you there/* 
I oasAA not but acknowledge the good sense 
of tbi& arrangement. To prevent their being 
followed to Bombay, Nanna hit upon a 
most ingenious sdieme,. by which the two 
spies, cunning as they w^e, must be in* 
fallibly deceived. His plan was to pror 
cure two other women for hire, and get 
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them into the house over-night In the 
• morning these women, muffled up, were 
to accompany us across the river to the 
Mahratta country. Thp < travelling-spies 
would follow us as usual, imagining the 
women to be the same who accompanied 
us from Guzerat Sagoonah and her aunt 
mi^t then set off for Bombay, where they 
might provide themselves lodgings; for it 
would occasion suspicion, were he or I to 
go there for that purpose, and return again. 
We all tl^ought tliis an admirable plan, and 
agreed to adopt it without delay. . Nanna 
procured two women, as like Sagoonah aiH} 
her aunt in figure as possible, and got them 
slily intone house. They willingly engaged 
in oufservice, when we imparted to them the 
business for which they were wanted, and 
•ecepted our terms; but diey. could not help 
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expressing their wonder, at the reason of 
our taking them to Satarah with us, merely 
to send them back again* We promised to * 
explain the why and wherefore at some fu* 
ture time;, and we kept them shut up for 
the night, so diat they might not guess there 
were any other females than themselves in 
the house. Nanna proceeded to the bazaar, 
and openly demanded bullocks and tattoos 
for the following morning. On returning; 
he informed me that one of the spies was at 
the kotwall's office when« he gave orders 
for the beasts; and that we might rely upon 
ijt,' they would be near us on oyr march 
next day. 

This was the last night of my . being 
happy in the presence of Sagoonah-^for all 
I knew, it might be the last time of my life I 
The next day we were to be separated froi^i 
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each other ; and who knew but it was for 
ever I We neither of us closed our eyes 
until the hour of parting came. I agreed 
to let her hear from me by a messenger, so 
as not to trust to letter-communication; 
atfd l^e more, as she could not read, and 
must get that done for her, which might 
put others in possession of our secrets. She 
desired me to send the messenger to Sifn-> 
kersette Baboolsette, the great goldsmi^ at 

.J 

Bombay, and inqiiira for her under the 
name of Beema.Bhae, and the messenger 
would receive proper directions where to 
find her. I thought this method the best 
that, under the circumstances, could be de- 
vised, 11^ I could thus, at any time, be cer- 
tain of her* being concealed, and yet com- 
municate any thing I wished to her. Not 
Uking that we should be seen taking leave 
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of each other, we parted at daybreak, with 
heavy hearts. I there threw myself for a 
few mmutes on a mat, endeavouring to com- 
pose myself, before Nanna called me to set 
out upon our journey. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Nanna soon came to mej and bdde me 
get ready to start We set off on foot, with 
t^e two women muffled up; and, crossing 
the river, found bullocks and tattoos in 
readiness, on the opposite banks. The 
drivers led us through passes, over hills 
and rugged places; till, after a fatiguing 
journey, we reached Campowley — a small 
village at the foot of the Ghauts. The heat 
here being intolerable, we determined to 
set off 9gain as early as possible the follow- 
ing mi^rning. The spies had not made 
their aj^arance during the whole of the 
preceding day. This gave us considerable 
#larm, fearing our plot might have been 
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discovered, and the women were still watched 
by the yiUanous agents of our foes. ^ I be- 
gan to fancy Sagoonah 9fid her aunt pur- 
sued by them to Bombay, or, what was even 
more to be feared, prevented from reaching 
that place. Our fears on this head were, 
fortunately, groundless; for, in the mory- 
ing, when we arrived on the summit of the 
Ghauts, We saw the two spies in conversa- 
tion together. ' Turning round, and seeing 
us approach, they walked forwards at a 
rapid rate. We congratulated ourselves on 
the success of our plot,' and cautioned the 
two women, i^ctald we pass the men who 
had goBe forward, to muffle themsilves up 
carefully, and with evident fear and )>ertiir- 
bation. They promised obediellop; and, 
having Vftited our cattle, ^ad ttken some 
refreshment ourselves at Candala (a vj] 
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OB tlie summit of the Oiauts), we ooce more 
journeyed onwiurd& The frash bfeeze from 
the Deccfm was oiost exhijiu^tteg &ft$r the 
heat of the low^ landi^ and b«th Narad 
and myself were charmed at oiaice more 
setting foot m ouc own country. Be^e 
^ reached the neict stage we pas^ the 
two travelter^ who were sittuig under a 
yseex eating dried grains. The woipen* a9 
tusf had promiaed to^ do^ m^^led the»ir 
9elv«£ up in appaeeot haste i mA we so^ 
Ae men cast very signifieaiit gkM<»s> at 
ea^^h od»er as we weot fay* I n^w vu^ 
gined Gumhia's oompanion to be ^ mfh 
okiawiia aash^lcmr^ a% fi:dm.his h^^ mA 
figttie^ hef^ei^i mnek reaemhkd Uoi^ 

We cearibnd PooM oA tit^e feUpwing diQii 
and the^ia ^fim yfm^ m usmk po^»d aA 
the door wb»e we aUgh%e)dt Tim w^i^^ 
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entemd the hoase^ tvdl miMed ii|H fUMt tlie|i 
the two sconndreb went th€ir way. O^ n^ 
way to jSataeali I had no oocatioix tQ visit 
il^oona ; b«t I thought it {inideot to aseer- 
tain, in the beat way I was able» the stAte 
of a£Fairs at Satustda befijre I went thither. 
I found diat the tajah wot still very i^ 
and that die prtt«endeiv GMoapat Rao^ tli^iigh 
be WHS aeknawledged fay tiie EngHsb^ wnfs 
oppofiied by ailotber iban, wbd dotkittd 
himgelf to be bis elder farotlker, but i^ 
had not y«t tippeanA {Htblicly in diat Auh 
Tacter. His Dwae sione^ it wai^ leportud 
at Pocma, Ittd ^e&lfeteil Hany pevsoM on 
Ms side ; aad tha^ in^ oMMfOMtno^ GttH^ 
put Rae^ bad bedts^ KWisfng aoMi^Rs to truab 
1^ elder br^tker, aa a pteiander. The 
talt^r had aattndblad n taliast badgr ^ 
tyoopa t#^ sflqufNM hit evm cMie; ImI lh(r 
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two parties were not likely to come to 
blows until the decease of the present 
rajah. The name of the claimant to the 
Satarah' musnud; by right of. his seniority, 
was Sevaje; and the people guessed he was 
concealed somewhere near Satarah. I was 
advised, if I went to that place, to:,be as 

m 

silent as possible in regard to political 
affairs, as there were many bloodthirsty 
villains abroad, who foui^d means to get 
rid of all, who spoke adverse to th^ party 
they supported, whenever opportunity was 
favourable for it ' I pretended every, where 
at Poona the utmost indifference as to the 
different claimants to the musnud* I stated 
to thoie of whom I made inquiry^ that I 
was' going to Satarah: merely to seek em- 
ployment, and that I should enter, into the 
serviice of neither of the parties striving for 
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the mastery. Nanna advised tne not to 
proceed to Satarah, because Kokoo was no 
doubt there, with Gunput Rao; and his 
clisappointment again respecting the w(A 
men would cause him to seek me out more 
perseveringly, and to sacrifice me to his 
i^engeance* This advice was worth regaVd- 
ing;.and9 having made Nanna fully ac- 
quainted (as his. conduct warranted me in. 
doing) with the circumstances of Sbgoonah, 
I begged him to go to Satarah, and make 
every inquiry possible respecting the youth 
to whom she had been betrothed. I, agreed 
to remain in Poona, and await his return. 

The forgoing plan being fixed upcm, 
Nanna prepared to set out He proposed 
that Sfe should start together; and when 
the two spies w:ere some way on the road 
before us, I should suddenly return to 
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Poona with one of the women. Nanna, 
when he o^erto^ the tra^llers, was to cry 
atoiid to them for protection, deokring a 
gang of rogues had fi^^bfy taken away his 
companion and one of the females. The 
woman with Nanna was to play her pairti^ 
by crying, tearing her hair, and other 
symptoms of grief. By this means there 
could be no doubt but the spies would be 
deceived ; the travellers would not diiok o£ 
returning to Poona, but would imagine the 
pretended ruffians were schdc) of their own 
gang, employed by Gabbige or Kokoo« If 
that should be the cas^, they would mo8t 
Ukely proceed to Satarab at once; and 
should they seiae the woman, \t was lime 
enough then for them to find out their 
mistake, and let her go againl The plan 
appeared to me useftil for confusiug the two 
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(unissirids; and we all left Pdona die tol^ 
lowing day, ocmdiidiiig the UraTeller% as 
usual, were on bfSote U& At the part of 
the road agreed upoh,^I turned back with 
the youngest wonum to Poona. Unfor- 
.tvinatdy? this day the spies were behind 
us imtead of being in front, as we made 
sure diey were. After travelling a few 
€0S8 back, we met them face to face* The 
woman muffled up, and so did I ; but they 
recognised us, and stood and looked after 
us for some time* The separation seemed 
to confuse them, and they appeared to hesi* 
tate which party they should foUow-^-Nan- 
na's or mine* I left them, however,^ in 
Apparent uncertainty; for both the woman 
i^nd myself being mounted on tattoos, we 
flogged the animals, and set off in good 
speed to Poona — the beasts quidcening 
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their pace, as the^ knew it was their road 
home. By this means we left the travellers 
a^good distance behind iis in a few minutes 
after we had started. On arriving at Poona, 
'I dismissed the woman, after paying her the 
stipulated reward. 8he was a stranger to 
her companion who had gone forward to 
Satarah ; and I was careful to recommend 
her immediate return to Thannah^ in order 
to.prevdit any intelligence being obtained 
from her respecting myself, if she remained 
in Poona, where I designed to' sojourn for a 
short time. The woman took my rupees 
gratefully^ and we parted. 

The first step I took was to change my 
appearance as much as possible. I got 
shaved, and disguised myself as well |is I 
could, aiid then sought a very retired lodg- 
ing. In the house in which I fixed myself 
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lived a haogerron at the, court of theiEngr *^ ' 
lish collector. This, collector was aa officer of 
the army,: collector, and judge at the same 
time, A desire from my past experience 
luid knowledge of the law at. Broach, led «» 

me to. examine into the state pf its admi- 
nistration; at Ppona.upon : finding 1 pos- '• 
Messed such an opportunity, and hayingy 
moreover, little or nothing; else to . occupy 
my: time. ; My fe%w-lodger, like ..many 
others, gained ' a liveKhoodJ by knavery and 
chicanery in the arbitration .suits ; he held 
his Iloct1^'nal meetings, and • met his . arbi« 
<ration*gangs at all hours of the ni^t. 
His. name was Loochajee, and he managed 
to be concerned in almost every cause. His , 
intentions, in this respect, were admirably 
seconded by the prevailing system of ad- 
ministering justice by arbitration. He con- 
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tmed to «Aiieh himself b j phmiimng both 
plaint^ mA ctefenchuos. I wiU endeavoBr 
t(^ give mj> refid«r3 an 9ccaa»l oC the sy&* 
tern of pttnchayet €Nr arbitradoo^ said to be 
&r superior to the system o£j^a$tM% enfcreed 
itt Guzerat, whkh i haye elsewhere easr 
{Gained : it will then be eai^ ta judge whkh 
of the two sys^ms is b^sik adi^ted to aiK«d 
ve^ and substantial justice^ At Ppmia there 
was no reguhEHT judge, as in the eourts of 
Guzerat ;*^a colleetor of the rcfrenue, with 
two assintants;, was expected to do every 
' thiiSg. la the administratum of justice he 
obtained the assistance of a punduofot,^ bonr 
sistu^ of five avbilan^ors'^a plan said ta he 
highly approved of by the aativesy it heikg 
theiv own customary mode of seldh^ ^- 
pttte^ ; but, if a better mode were pmtHed 
out, it does not seem to me that they wo«U 
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i)espise it* Trials by ptinclifiyet flourished 
most during tbe potMr of the g^eitt Pooiui 
fimuster, Nantm Furnarrese ; wlidn no fikt 
of UAdecid€d suite w^e ever heai^ of. The 
^fferetice bet^vr^M tb«it; Ume tfnd more re« 
c^frt onds Was, &at th^n fltree-fitmnhs of 
the declikrations of i^dtts w«n^ never al^ 
IoW€id %i^ bd^ put dti the i&ib — a y&[^ simple 
mfe&od of keeping it deer. Umler the 
Ikigfii^ alfMst ereiy pkmt was admitted^ 
aiid refeffidd fo arbitrrffioti ; the oond^ 
qu^nfee of «bis being, thm^ a aoffieient num* 
b^r of persons to sit oa ad)itratidns e^ld 
not be fbond ; and those who did sit bed 
00 ipoefi^ csther %m tb& liligatuig' parties or 
frpi» thv goi^nmeait A ^tr respeclAb)^ 
merehiiiiii and oiiiers had no objec^h to 
sit now and idssm upon si punehaj^t; but 
it could m&t be eispsited that stieh would sit 
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eveiy day in the year, and. leave their ow<* 
c(mcerns. entirely. to settle the business of 
others gratis. Even supposing they were 
paid for their services, the fee would m6$t 
likely fidl short of the profits arising fifom 
their own exertions in their . daily avpca- 
tions. A marked main, or having the re- 
putation of abilityjt would be constantly 
called upon. The punchayet consists^ 
two persons naipoed by the plaintiff, and two 
by the defendant, the government nomi- 
natiAg the fifth. or umpire. The latter I 
nev^r cpuld discover to be of much use : he 
wii3 designed to see fairplay, and' prevent 
delay; but, in ftie event of two arbitrators 
being for the plw^tiff and two for Ae de- 
fendant, the case could only be settled by 
the umpire, who was always expected to 
decide it one way or another. If he allowed 
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an award that was unjust, he was mil6i to 
account for it: if he reversed or interfered 
with the opinions of the two arbitrators, 
either for plaintiff or defendant, he wad 
severely censured for so doing; his office 
was'thiis completely neutralized* At length 
no respectable natives would sit as arbitra- 
tors; and the court was, in consequeilce, 
haunted by fellows like my fellow-lodger, 
Loochajee^ — men who could write and read, 
and were respectable, as far as external 
appearance went, but in reality were de- 
praved . and unprincipled. By such men 
came, at last, to be decided the daims of 
the inhabitants pf Poona for justice ! The 
method by which they turn their trade to 
account is, by first securing a large retain- 
ing fee from the disputants who nominate 
them, and then they contrive to follow up 
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the first fee bj numerous ethers; so that' 
the richest main is akaost stire to win. his 
eanse. C^etitimes the arHtrafors are all 
m lea^e^ iwnd divide whatever comes to the 
net in equal portions :—ifi this case they 
apply themselves to mmjao the defendant 
In Poona this word has several ntean^gsr; 
such as, to buy a person over, to talk over, 
or to persuade; but it is meant also to 
threaten an individual, and in that sense it 
i» generaHy used by the arbitrators wbe^ 
in combination. Tine diflisretit arbitrators 
come to the defendant, and state that they 
have deteraiined he shall pay to tlie fdain^. 
tiff a certfltin sum of nicmey: be obgecti^ and 
diey te& hiin he had better eaatpiy^ and say. 
before the umpire that he ia satisfied; fbr if 
he does notv they will fix the sum to be paid 
at double the amount, and then h^ must 
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pay, or ga to a gaol by their decree. This 
iis denominated the mmjamng sy^em; and 
the poor defi^idant has the c^ion of pay- 
ing a comparativdly small sum of money 
by his own free-will and consent, or of 
agreeing to be rumed by a decree of the 
court. The arbitrators having been well 
feed on both sides before they read a pa- 
per in the cau^e, put on their lawyer-like 
lo<^% and lead the unlucky defendant be- 
fore the ufl^Mre in the coort-room. The 
foreman of the party presents the decree, 
and the lunpre asks if the party is satis- 
^edi.f The poo» dcTil, knowing the power 
6? the arlKkrators, joins his iumdS) and an- 
swers, *• Ho, m,hJ^rc^J^^ — yes, my ford. ' He 
is then ordered to pay the money forthwith , 
and the arbitratoi^ Kke my fellow-lodger, 
retire to hunt down fresh game. Should 
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these men be at any time detected in their 
malpractices, it is a matter of indifference 
to them, as they have no character to lose; 
and should they be marked out and never 
employed again, they think themselves lucky 
in having made, what they have contrive^ to 
secure. , • 

. Another class of persons, who I found 
turn a penny by the sale of justice, are the 
hangers-on of some inferior oiEces of the 
courts, who just cook up cases, and, then 
make the disputants beliqve tjiat, through 
their interest, their cause will be admitted 
without delay. The Mahrattas, wellai^^are 
of the difficulty that existed under their old 
government of getting heard, think that 
the same difficulties exist under the newj 
which is contrary to the fact. An agent 
sat daily to receive petitions, not one of 
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which was presented without a gratuity 
being paid to some hanger-ron in the court, 
who had pretended to the petitioner Im 
either will or has spoken to the oflBcer of 
justice in his favour, and that he may 
advance and lay his document safely on 
the table, and rely it will be received and 
attended to in consequence of their inter- 
ference. In Guzerat, where the govern- 
ment receives all fees for admitting suits 
according to the amount sued for, every 
one knows what he has to pay on filing his 
suit; and, at all events, feels confident it 
will be attended to in turn. Notwith3tand- 
ing all the pretended advantages of th^ arbi- 
tration system, the files pf causes Were soon 
found swelling to a prodigious size; for, 
though there were two or three gangs of 
arbitrators appointed, they were so dilatory 
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that business accamulaited ficister than thej 
despatched them. But, though Httle was 
effected in the way of despatch, these judges 
were ever ready to take a fresh fee or a 
i^ew cause. Thus, my fellowJo^er had 
twenty eases on hand at once^ on all of 
which he had taken cftre to pocket the 
money. Should he, be detected, he well 
knew he was safe on the credit side of die 
account, while his clients would have to fee 
his successor, and be duped twice over. At 
length a gentleman was aj^inted to the 
office who saw into the devices of this class 
of men : they determined, however, to get 
rid of him at all hazards. They collected 
together charges agidnst him that were 
groundless in themselves, but which they 
offered to substantiate; and he was recalled, 
for their benefit and his own ruin. 
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A military individual was plaeed at the 
head of the ciyU department at Poona; 
another of the same profession at Satarah, 
Abmednugur, and Kandebh: these Were 
selected for their knowledge of the Mah- 
rattas and their language. Yet this could 
hardly be true ; for I heard of far better 
scholars in thj^ two poncans^ who could 
write a Mahratta letter and read an answer 
in that tongue; whareas not one of these 
military Englishmen in the Deccan could 
understand the contents of a letter unless it 
were read to him by an attendant clerk ! In 
consequence, the latter m^ht read whatever 
he. pleased to make the contents of the do- 
cument in his hand to be. In the Concan, 
gentlemen not of the military profession 
conducted all their business in the Mahratta 
tongue; while those of the Deccan trans- 
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acted theirs in bad Hindustanee^ so as not 
to be comprehensible to either Deccan 
Brahmin or Deccan Coombie. The former, 
were therefore infinitely better fitted for 
the purpose of judges than the latter, and 
it seemed to me bad policy in the govern- 
ment tiot to see this. As to the punchayet 
system, it will not do, if the English wish to 
disU^ibi^te justice^ the inhabitants, and do 
not wish to discourage applications for re- 
dress, and thus force the people to settle 
their own difierences among themselves,. 

I found those civil-military mm^ so eager to 

I, 
qiU in arbitrators, that they proceeded to 

try criminal as well as ^ivH btaes by them. 
The folly of this, howevA*,'*l)ecame too ap- 
parent to be long alfowed, arid the govern- 
ment issued its orders to discontinue th^ 
trial of criminals by this method. 
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CHAP. VII. 

After remaining in Poona some weeks, 
and hearing nothing from Nanna^ I became, 
-very anxious respecting the fiiture, and 
finally determined to set off for Satarah 
myself. I was convinced something very 
unexpected had occurred to prevent my 
receiving tidings frcgn that quarter. Delay, 
too, was prejudicial to my future views; and 
therefore, niuffling myself up one dark 
evening, and taking my sWord and dagger, 
I left Poona, liavtlled all night for better 
concealment, and In tht morning cirept into 
a shed, eating oidy bread, and dried gr^x^ 
I left my hiding<*plaoe at night, and again 
piroceeded onwards, thus effectually ooiieeal- 
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ing my movements. On the morning of the 
third day I reached Satarah, where I fomid 
every thing quiet* One evening I went 
into a temple to make puja to the god; 
I staid a much longer time diare than was 
customary, because I imagined I might 
hear something interesting req>ecting pub- 
lic affidrs from the people who repaired 
thither. In tliis expectation I was disap*- 
pointed^ as I heard nolhii^ that could be 
of the least sendee to me. The bell tolled 
before I prepetred to leave the consecrated 
spot, and t^ snudl laoBp burning befiote 
tb# inaage cKpking, all was; darkness. I 
groped my way towavds the tluradioH And 
had jwi cfossed it when tibe sound of voices 
smifk my ear. It was evident the p&rsoi» 
speiking intended to rater ithe tenyl^ not 
to nmlfce piiga to the god, but l^diacMs mme 
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secret transacdon* As I imagiBed their 
amverssdcm might relate to politic I be* 
Clime anxiQus to gain some infianiiattcm ; 
and faariiig just sufficieiit time to do so nn-» 
obfierved, I re-entered the temy^ and con- 
cealed myself in a comer. The two persons 
er^iureds and seized themselves in die csentre 
of the buildings One of tl^m began by 
exclaiming^ ^ So yom are just as ckver a 
feUoir as your compansait ; you have been 
aU this time at Poona, and lui:ve not fixniid 
Ottt that Pandurang Hari V'^^ What couM 
I do?" rapUed the octher fisUow^ whoon I 
knew to be Qiambta; '^ he eluded me^ as I 
belore eKfibnnad to yoa/'-^^ Shame on 
you^'* observed the first speaker,, idiom I 
Jknew tQ be KoIhx)^ ^ tn iog them, all the 
wmy ficmn Gmsemt^ and dien to loas sight 
of theiit.Ti^h]Atwadayif aasch oC Storah ( 
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TbcDy ipiiiiy joor Mgywos cwnpiniM tfloe 
bvllodk-drifei^ to bring vsm woamiiBoaBc 
crcrsttir or heard rf befiife— dm cJd In^ dbtt 
it woaid be eoaunon dnrilj Id drown!! 
SflgDOoah n no doubt in Boons, indiAm 
denl Findoo if widi ben Y<ni smj joa 
met diem retomiiig tbither and pi» »nd 
ib^n, and ibat your companion panoed 
ibe otber man and woman, wbmn nobody 
knows or cares about However,' I sfaaD 
take good care of the man, and will not re- 
lease him until he gives me infiitmation 
wherebjr I may secure his friend and Sa- 
goonab*'* — ^* We shall get them ye^** said 
Gambia; ^^ there is plenty of time yet uv— "• 
^^ Dol^ idiot r cried Kokoo, <' there 
is not a moment to be lost Who knows 
but tbe rajah may die to-morrow ? and has 
not Sa^ioopah's uncle, declared he will not 
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advance a rupee to Gonput Rao until th^. 

latter shall produce his niece and she is 

married to Mahadeo? This Sevaje is also 

supposed to be in Satarah, ready to produce 

his claims to the throne : how then is there 

time to spare? Now what stupid wretches 

have you two been !" — '' Not so fast," cried 

Gxunbia; <Vdid you never miss catching 

the birds yourself at Broach?" — " Yes," 

said Kofcoo^ << because I depended on that 

sneaking villain, Premje : would I had 

ktocked out his brains!" — ^^ Perhaps you 

have," observed Gumbia^^— " I fear not,** 

said Kc&oo: ^^ have you any tidings req>ect- 

ing Sev^e, or his place of conceabhent ?"— t 

^ None,** was the reply. ^* That is the old 

answer," s4id Kokoo; V done nothing .^d 

know nothing, and still expect to be paid ! 

I see' it is i($ele$s to trust such scoundrels a^ 

VOL, in. 1 



*. 






170 PANDUftANG HARU 

yoa are. Gunput Rao must be indepen-* 
dent of the ridi hahkeSf and strike a blow 
with the means he ak«ady has in his pos-^ 
session."—" He will fail then,'* said Gum- 
bia.f^" Scomidrel ! say that again," retorted 
Kokoo, " and it shall be your death. He 
shall not fail: though we wade through 
rivers of blood, either he or his son shall sit 
on the Satarah musnud."-^" But Sevaje 
has a party also/^ said Gmmbia^-r" He has,'' 
replied Kokoo, " and they mardi to->morro3Kr 
ni^t for a strong hold to the soutibward, 
and will be cut to pieces on the way :-^4k> 
you know the fortress where they now are ?* 
— " Yes," replied Gumbia, ^*on the h%li 
hill, eight coss from henc^" — " Well, Aea,* 
observed Kokoo, "they quit that places 
and must pass through deep irlivinefii. Our 
troops will meet thcon hemmed in th^et 
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and aimihilAte the presumptaotts folloiviers 
of ,Ae iinwftiy Seytje^ Hasten you to 
Hossem, my brave MiEihomedan Ueutenant, 
and bid him prepare and meet me on the 
c^n plain at noon to-morrow/' The two 
viUains then left the temple. 

I determined, as soon as I cotild, to pro- 
eeed to the hill^fortress, and apprize the 
garrbbn of the designs of Kokoo. I left my 
hftng-place miidfi griered at finding Nanna 
btd &llen into the hands of our enemies. 
It waaTmore than probable Gabbage would 
again see hhn^ and, remembering his former 
conduct towards him, complete that vfidcli 
it was not his feult was not &iished when 
he stabbed him in the care. I should have 
been most happy to overhear the place 
of his confinement; but Kokoo did not men* 
tidn it, and it was impossiUe fi>r me to 

I 2 
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make the discovery without some cue* I 
fblt sure Nanna woyjld never betray me oc 
Sagoonah. I could only h<^ that chancy 
might conduct me to the place where he was 
detained, and that I might, by some means 
or other, be enabled to effisct his liberadon. 
I was not at an equal loss to know.wha^ 
the troops of Sevaje were posted, and I 
accordingly hastened to the hills, on the 
sumihit of the highest of which stood :a 
strong fortified tower. I ascended the 
reined path that led to the gates of the 
fort. On arriving at them I knodc^ for 
admittance, and an old man thrust out his 
head fix>m a loophole over the door^ and 
inqidred who disturbed his slumbers?*-? 
^ Slumbers !'^ I answered, " who would ex- 
pect to find any one asleep widiin these 
walls? If thxsbe the case, awaken. the garri- 
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son^ and let me faa^fe an audience; of the 

x:oiamiandant"— ^^ That thon hast abfeadj^" 

said the old, man, ^< and for one' very good 

reason — ^I am,the only person it contains."— 

^^What!" I cried^ " are not the troops 

■rithhi?''— .«^Nb, I tell you," said/the old 

^low ; '' they left me in the dead of night." 

'- — <* Then all is safe^" I exclaimed; " I caiAe 

to apprize th^n of their danger on theit 

mardi through the ratines." — ^* They must 

then, by this time,* have met with it or 

avoided it,'' oliserved the old^num : ** but Who 

are you that appear to^be ^^vakly knowing, 

and unaccountably^ kind to bur troopi^ J^'-'-- 

<* Hush f" I replied^ in. a whisper; " this is 

» no place for politics. If you will admit ipe 

into the forl>i-i; — T' — « Stay a minute," cried 

the wary old fellow; ^'you do not take me 

for Buch aik ass, do you? Get y*u goiie 

I 3 
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fipom bence mslaQtly^ or. you shall have a 
matchlock-bullet or a Bheel's arrorw after 
you I — Ho I begone*" So smjingt he pouitcd 
the ]|iujQSile of a majU^look through a loopt 
hole toward9 me^ whieh caused me to use no 
Uttle e^cpedition un getting away* I mode 
the trusQr old guard a salaam vrhea I got 
at random-^bot distance^ and soon readbed 
the plain. 

Whether the troops had left the fortress 
or not) I could not presume to decide. It 
waa probable the guardian there had .mis^ 
informed me on purpose^ eaneeotving me a 
spy in the eiiq[)loy of Gunput Rao* KnoT^t 
ing Kokoo was in Satacdb^ and seeing 
little chance of obtaining intei%eftoe rer 
specting the youth to whom . Sagoonah 
had been betrothed, I deteraiiaed Hpoo 
lakiog advantage of the present moment ui 
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proceed to Indore, m hopes of once moie 
fmUing in widi the goatherd of the gleii» or 
of gainhig aome intelligence respecting him 
from his friend Shewdhut Wanee^ to whom 
he had before referred me* It was the ciu> 
i^t report that Sevige (whom I had strong 
reason jbr believing to be my old friend the 
goadierd) was concealed at Satamh. This^ 
however, was but report, and there was no 
chance of my anivi]^ kt a oertaintjr upon 
the subject, without proceeding to Indore 
and making the needful inquiry, and leam*» 
tng, if he really wem at Satavah, how I 
was to discover htm. I had no time to lose^ 
tod therefore I travelled as fast bb I could 
towards the cky^ (cat I had no money to 
hire tattoos; and, aiier a six day^ laborious 
jiiarch, I entered Indoiew I had expended 
my la^l mpefe; and, hungry and wretchedly 

I 4 
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fat%ued, I presented myself before Shewd- 
hut -Wanee, A- thousand times I regretted 
having fallen in with the Bheel% and being 
plundered of the silver ring given me by 
the goatherd. ■ I felt that the friends of the 
old man were obliged U> be exceedingly 
cautious respecting their knowledge of hiHiy 
circumstanced as he must be; and .that, 
without some undeniable proof of my. ac- 
quaintance with him, ! I should not be 
trusted even by Shewdhut Upon my re* 

questing an audience of Shewdhut, & l^aA 
meagre form lifted up his head from his 
account-books V and saidj ^^ I am £3iewdfaut 
Wane^ brother; what do you want?* I 
replied I came in search of an old man, fi>r 
whom I' had' a sincere regard; who bade 
m^ Aould I wish to communicate with 
him, apply th^re. " Old man ! — appfy to 
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me!** cried Shewdhut; *« why, I don't keep^ 
old men!" — "You are right,'" said I, *Uo 
be cautious I but,: rdy upon it, I am -no 
deceiver; fbr this old man gave me a ring 
(which I described to Shewdhut), and said 
that, upon shewing it^ you would conduct 
me to Imn/' Upon my saying this, he shut 
his book, and, looking me very closely in 
the face, beckoned me to follow him into 
the interior of his dwelling. I obeyed,*and 
Wanee, upon our being seated, held out his 
hand for tfie ring, which he bade me pro- 
duce. I was ik)w compelled to relate by 
what unforeseen accident I had been de- 
prived of this valuable ' token of my iden- 
tity. I ended by expressing my hopes that 
my description of die old m^, . arid of the 
*ring he had given me, would be a sufficient 

I 5 
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prooftohunthfttl was no deoeirtr, but a 
sincei'e friend, who panted to serv^ the re* 
close with all my heart. Xhe Waaee would 
not rrfuse me his confidence, but he gave it 
me very warily and cautiously. He said he 
recollected the recluse had mentioned to 
him something about a young man whcHn 
he was anxious to see ; but that, it being % 
long time ago, he had quite &rgotten what 
he said. ^^ Ypu must know, young man,^' 
continued Shewdhut, *^ that the person you 
sedc is not in Indore." I told him I ex- 
pected as much; but I asked if he was not 
at Satarah ? Wanee said he was, and he 
was about to join him there ; i^id if I would 
go also, he would be my guide. This was 
singularly fortunate for me, and I express^ 
my readiness to attend him thither imme- 
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diately. He proposed to leave Indore in two 
days, and I promised to be ptotctnal in vxy 
attendance upon him for that purpoee. 

Before I arose to depart I begged Wan 
nee to inform me whether the relations 
of Sawnnt Rao^ my old benefactor, were 
still in Indore. *< They are," said he ; "but 
IlPW dofit thou know these people ?*'-^" I 
knew fibwnnt Rao,'^ said I, ^^and served 
in his army."—" Indeed I" observed Wanee, 
"ilnd what is your nameP' I replied, 
. ^''Pandurang HAri." He then asked if I 
was Sawuntfs adopted son, and if he left 
me any money when he died. I answered 
according to the facts, adding, that I must 

4 

except a kurdoorah chain, found on me 
wl^n I was a child. Wanee then inquired 
where the chain was, and I told him it re- 
mained with the relatives of Sawunt. " It 
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must be !" said Wanee to hitnself, musiiig 

as if about some mystery, " Young man, 

you must possess yoursdf of this chain, and 

take it with you to Satarah. Ask me^o 

questioiB. Butstay— it may uotbe! yet it is 

strange — an embossed chain, say you?' I 

nodded in the aflBurmatiYe^ very naturjilly 

wondering at the same time to what all the 

mystery tended* He then bade me describe 

the clasp : I replied it had a snake's hiead, 

with two rubies for eyes. "It is what I 

thought !" said Wanee; " we must be off 

to-morrow, my young firiend*- He who first 

bound that chain found ycnir loins pants to 

behold you." I asked who that was, with 

some eagerness. Wanee answered, *^ He 

whom you seek, the recluse oi the gleBH- 

your father f" — " The recluse, the old goat* 

herd, my father ?* I exclaimed : " O good 



• ^ 



PANDURAN6 HARI. 181 

Wanee, bring me to him ; let me cla^ him 
to my heart ! Have I, indeed, found a parent? 
Say, is it Sevaje ?* — " Silence ! let not that 
naipe pass your lips. Walls have ears,'^ 
said Wanee, " and whispers are often car- 
ried upon the ^r: silence alcme is secuHty. 
* It is the same whom you knew— the goat- 
herd, the recluse; and ere Ibng he will 
welcome you as a king and a&therl"— 
" Then I^hwar be praised \" I rejoined^ 
^' and xiisrve my arm to crush all his enemies. 
Has my father given up every hope of find- 
ing me ?' I inquired. " He has long since 
despaired of d()ing sb," said Wanee : " often 
has he conviersed with me upon the. fatal 
events which tore you from him ; and has 
fr^[uently alluded to the embossed chain, 
which he himself fastened around your waist 
on the dreadful night of your separation." 
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I then ^imaticled if Wanee hud ftU aioiig 
been the friend of my unfortunate parent ; 
he angwered in tlie affirmative) and that he 
saved my father^s life; but bade me seel^ to 
know no more at that moment ** Yes," 
I cried, <^ I must hear more. Did my father 
mention a girl who wan betrodied to me?' * 
Wanee replied that he did* I eagerly de- 
manded ^* if he knew her name.'' — *^ TTiis,** 
said Wanee, ^^ I never heard him mention. 
But from him you shall yourself learn move, 
if, indeed, as you appear, you are in reality 
his son. Let us hasten to regain your chain, 
and then push on to Satarah, where your 
father now sojourns.''^ — *^ Thanks," I cried, 
^ my best friend I and may the great Dnm 
reward you for all your goodness !*' 

We set out accordingly fer the house of 
Sawunt Rab's widow, and being introduced 
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into her aportmaAl, X made mjaelf l^own to 
her. She arose iinmediatel;> and welcomed 
me with much sincerity. After I had made 
inquiries respecting the health of her &mily 
as well as her own, I asked her respect** 
fully for the silver chain left me by her 
husband. She desired us to seat ourselves, 
and withdrew, saying, she had luyt forgotten 
her promise to take care of it for me. In 
a few minutes she returned widi it in her 
hand. Sfaewdhut examined the silver kur-* 
doorah minutely, and declared openly his 
opinion it was the identical chain he had 
so often heard spoken of before. U^ de« 
sired the widow to tdl him what her hus- 
band ^aid when he presented me with the 
chaih. The widow replied, that he said he 
bequeathed the diain to me, because it had 
been found on my person when a child, and 
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he had preserved it in the hope it might 
lead to adiscovery of my parents. Shewd- 
hiit observed that he was now convinced 
all his surmises were correct reinfecting me. 
The widow expressed her hope I should 
soon discover my friends, and was curious 
to learn whether I had already found any 
cue to my parents. Wahee said he hoped 
we had, but that it would be wrong to be 
too sanguine, and that she should in due 
time be made acquainted with the result of 
•our inquiries. 

Wahee now requesited me to return with 
him to his, dwelling to sleep that night, say- 
ing he had a comfortable apar^Boent for the 
accommodation of his friends. ' Slisep, as it 
may naturally be supposed,'. was a stras^ger 
to my eyes ; and I lay all night restless and 
haunted with reflections on the strange dis- 
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closures which that day had brought to 
light by means of Shewdhut Wanee. I 
could not believe it possible that I, a poor 
houseless wanderer, could be the lawful 
successor to a musnud; that in a short 
time I should clasp a father to mjr heart, 
when I had been, so many years a desolate 
outcast : this was a happiness which I never 
could have conjectured to be in store for 
me ! I moreover reflected that it was pro* 
bable I was the being to whom Sligoonah 
had been betrothed; for though Wanee 
did tiot recollect the name of the girl,. I 
felt almost convinced it could be no other. 
This idea was the source of in&iite delight* 
Was it a delusion ? It might be, but it was 
much more probably a reality, than my 
being- the son of Sevaje, and a prii>ce. 
When I reflected upon my affinity to Gab- 
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bage^ I shuddered at his crimes, and thosght 
liow Iktle I imagmed, when listening to 
Mahadeo's tale in the Pindaree fort, tba% 
the rdater was my cousin^ who had swom 
to persecute me* These reflections k^ me 
awake during the whole night ; and, as sooA 
Bs it was mcMrnlng, I went to the door of 
Sbewdhut's room. Not hearing him stir, I 
called out, and was answered by his wife, of 
whom. I demanded whether h^ husband 
was ready. She replied, he had been gone 
out an hour befc^re* " Gone," said I, 
^ and not called toe? Impossible r'«^--<< He 
went to the t«iq)le^" replied the woman^ 
alarmed, << to make puja, intending to return 
and summon you to attend him on his 
journey to Satarah.'' I inquired how long 
it was. since he left his chamber; and she 
answered, <^ A full hour.'' I ran immediately 
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to tbe temple* The morning vms Aeax audi 
beantifbl; and wHb breathless haste I en** 
te^ed the edifioe-^but I could find no SSbewdi- 
hut there, and I waa leaving the plaoe in 
despaiir, ^n^ien, to my suirpri^ and l»rror, I 
discoTered spota of Uood upon the pave** 
metit^ Some one^ it immediately struck me^ 
had murdered ham^ <um1 carried offlm body% 
-^Hom was I doomed tabttter di8a|qM>int^ 
menti The motire which led to such an 
act could not be plunder, it was erident; for 
at sudi a time it wns not likely Wanee 
would have had money about his person; 
I searched every where itround tiie temple 
without effisct The traces of blood dfasp* 
peared at the entranoe of the biuldisg, s6 
that on the exterior there was no mark or 
traek to direct the pursuii * I hastened back 
to Shewdhut'swife; and, wkh tears in my 
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eyes, related what I had seen, and my fears 
of ifie worst having happened. I bade her 
hope, however, that it might not be the 
blood of her husbandj and Aat he might 
still return. She began immediately to beat 
her breaisst imd tear her. hair j scneaniiiig in 
so frantic a manner at the same time, that 
her rie^bours rushed in froni all quarters 
to demand the cause of her loud lamenui^ 
dons. "Oh I my husband, myhustemdl^ 
were the. only *words she could utter; while 
I infi3rmed the by«-standers of the event 
which we had too much reason to fear must 
have hfq>pehed, requesting some of them to 
accompany me, and try it we could get wy 
further tidings of Wanee, who, if alive, it 
was reasonable to surmise could not<be v^[!y 
£u* distant. All bewailed the fate of tb^ 
late neighbour, but not (me volunteered to 
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accompany me in search c^the lost man-— ^o 
yery Cfffelul was each, individual present of 
hk own security.: 

Sisgosted at such conduct, and impatient 

(^ delay, I sallied forth again irom the 

house with my sword in my hand, and once 

Cftore entered the temple. /I.aaw no one 

there^ and then I proceeded to search, a 

sinall groye at the back <^ the rbuilding. 

The grass was trodden down apparently by ^ 

several footsteps; thence I tradked feet ^ to 

the open plain, where I entirdy lost the 

moil^ I oontinuedmy search :until evemi^ 

up^ccesifully, and I then retiu:&ed , to the 

distressed wife of Shewdhut, disconsolate 

and unhappy. I found .the? poor wcHnan 

stretch^ on her bed, almost exhausted by 

weeping> and sorrow. I feared to disturb. 

her; as, by having nothing comforting to 
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communkate, I should but add to her sorrow* 
I sat down on the dircehoM of the door/ 
meditating on Shewdhut's disaf^arance^ 
and thinking that ray hopes of beholding 
my &ther were now almost annihilated. 
Still I determined to proceed to Satarah, 
and spare no labour, when there, to find out 
Seyaje*s present concealment. Having the 
kurdoorah in my possession, I could liot fiul' 
of beii:^ acknowledged by him as Ms son,^ 
if I really were so, although the presence of 
Shewdhut would have facilitated the means, 
and hastened the tdme of investigation. 
Fastening my turban undep my chin, and 
putting on my ehoes^ I was leaving the' 
street in whi<^h the house of Shewdhut Was 
situated, when, to my astonishment, I was 
surrounded by a crowd of Wanee's friends/ 
who made me their prisoner,^ calling me 
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Shewdhut's murderer. It was in vain that 
I endeavoured to convince them of their 
mistake : they hurried me to the police- 
cMce^ where, the whole affair having been 
ixive^gated, I was fortonatefy releacped. I 
call myself fortunate, because, on being 
charged with such a crime by a mob, I did 
not get more ill usage, and was suiSsred ta 
depart. I did not go in peace notwitk^ 
standing, although the kotwall released me ; 
for the people still maintained their first 
opinion c^ my being, directly or indirectly, 
concerned in Shewdhut's murder; and I 
was hooted, hissed, and peked out of the 
city, as if I had been the greatest .criminat 
thai had ever been withm its walls. 
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CHAP. VIIL 

Being once clear of the people and in 
the open fields, to which I had run until 
my breath began: to fail me, I was siir* 
rounded by night, which had b^an to close 
in before I was clear of the city. I still 
however, continued my journey towards 
Satarah, until I was overcome with weari- 
ness and fatigue. I threw myself down> 
linder a tree, and sank, almost worn out^ 
into a sound slumber. I was awcke by 
the loud snorting of an elephant, which^ 
with his driver upon his neck, was proceed-, 
ing along the road. As I was rousing my- 
self, the mahouhut called out, ^^ Hollo^ 
brother ! what — asleep in the jungles at this 
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time of the year!" I replied, travtellers 
wearied by long marching had ho choice 
lekj and the shelter of a tree must, in such 
cases, be put up with, *' Whither art thou 
going?" asked the driver. I told. him to 
Satarah« ** Well, that is fiDrtunate,*' re- 
joined the mahouhut, **for I am bound 
there also, and will give you a ride upon 
the elephant" I thanked hifn, and tapping 
his animal on the head, he cried, ' ^^ kneel 
down.** The huge creature obeyed, and I 
clambered up his side, and when seated, 
the animkl arose with us at command. It 
was the first time I had ever rode upon one 
of these sagacious beasts. The elephant 
was sometimes troublesome, in which case 
' the mahouhut thrust his goad into the hole 
of a wound behind the animal's ear, which 
he said he never suffered to heal, and it in- 
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stantly had the good sense to become sub^ 
missive. The mahoiihut observed, that he 
had another sore place whidi he 'probed 
when he wanted the animal to quicken his 
pace, and another when he wanted to 
make him scream, or utter a salaiEun in 
praise of his lord and ihaster. I incjuired 
his master's name, aiid he informed me it 
was Holkar's tlewan, or prime^minister, 
aidding, <^ and a good master be i^ for we 
all act as -we like, and fill our bellies by 
doing the people to the extent of our fan- 
cies." Thus the mahouhut scarcely ever 
ceased chattering about one thing and ano- 
ther every minute bf the journey, except 
when he called out to his elephant, Ckid, 
chul^ or "walk on quick," accompanying 
the word of command with a kick behind 
the creature's ear. The beast went along 
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snorting and puffing at a brisk rate, and the 
driver woald begin to talk to me again^ I 

* 

inquired what news there was at Indore. 
" Oh, nothing particular," replied the fel- 
low; "an old wanee,* they say,, has been 
murdered (chiul, chul, Baba!), and it is 
supposed a stranger, who lodged in his 
house, is the guHty person; but our kc^wall 
could see no ground for the charge, and re- 
leased the straE^r, who was no doubt very 
glad to get off. For my part, if he re^y 
did kill the old grain-seller, I think he did 
a good act; there are.^too many of these 
miserly old ^tasoals in Indore, and the 
grain is so dear a poor man must almost 
starve." I remarked, I did not . think, that 
was his case; for be :a^eared in ei^cel- 
lent condition. " Me ? no, no, old JPutteh 

* Or shopkeeper. 
K 2 
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gudje* here gives me half his flour and ghee 
daily, and he must be fed, let grain be at what 
price it may. You know it would little re- 
dound to my credit to mount my lord on a 
lean brute." I observed that what he said 
■M was true, nor would it redound to his lord's 

^ credit to be driven by a lean mahouhut. 

" Exactly thus," replied the driver, " ^and 
thus Futteh and myself are, you observe, in 
excellent condition, not among the spare 
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creation." 



This mahouhut was a merry good-natured 
fellow, and at any other time I should have 
entered into, and enjoyed 'his jokes ; but 
now, recent events, and my anxiety for the 
future — ^the idea of finding ii father, or of 
I being crossed by some mischance in my en- 

* Epithet applied to the elephant, meaning ** tic- 
torious.** ' 
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deavours to penetrate to his retreat, pressed 
. vpon my mind. I couM not loi^ continue 
\o feign an enjoyment of the felloVs wit» 
and to put on a jocularity that must sit but 
very awkwardly upon me. The driver soon 
perceived I was not his match in spirits, 
and that I often relapsed into silence and ^ 

chdughtfuhiess. He would then console 
himself with a song, stopping firequently in 
the midst of his ditty to cry out to his ele- 
phant, "Chuljchul, Baba!" The last halt 
we made, before reaching our destination, 
was at a small village, where the driver pur- 
posed to dine, together with his beast. He 
being a Mahomed^, I could not dine with 
him : but he said he would give me some 
raw rice, if I would accompany him to the " 
grain-shops in the small bazaar. Having 
fastened the elephants hind leg by a chain 
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to a tree, and put a rope round his fore 
legs, we entered into the basaar. To ob^ 
serve the airs the fellow put on, he might 
have been taken for the dewaa himself, in- 
stead of his mahouhut. He twisted his 
mustachios, £md cocked his turban on one 
side^ folding his arms a«kimbo before a grain- 
shop, where, in the midst of a few half- 
filled bask^s of grain, sat cross-le^ed a 
starved me^re Marwarry, the owner of 
the shop. " Ho ( you skin and bone Mar- 
warry,*' cried the driver, "up with you, 
and supply my lord the dewan's elephant 
with rice, ghee, flour and jagree^* Be 
quick I say, or, by Allah, I. will shew you 
how my elephant serves those who will not 
feed him." — " Arry deOj koiy AotV't cried the 
grain merchant; " I have no rice, noghee^ 
* Coarse sug^ir. ' f An exclamfttion. 
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no flour, no jagree. Your beast would eat 
up all in the village*" — *' Silence, you 
rascal," cried the mahouhut, " or I will re- 
port you. on my return." — " Indeed,'* said 
the poor devil, " you must go to the potail ; 
I have no supply of what you demand. 
Good driver, don't distress me ; go," added 
he, in a low whisper, ^< to the shop of Lai** 
da^ in the next street^^is gruiaries are full 
of every thing yoii want»" — " Well, well," 
answered the mahouhut, *' if he has not any 
I shall: return to you." We then went on 
to Laldass; but he having probably heard 
of the great devourer that was come into 
the village^ and knowing diat if he parted 
with his grain he would never be paid for 
it, had carefully shut up his shop. In a 
violent rage, the miihouhut returned to the 
Marw^arry; buth^ taking advantage of our 

k4 
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absents, fasd done the. same thing before 

we tieuld return to him, and most carefully 

secured the avenues that led to his rice and 

flour, in the midst of which he had no doubt 

taken up his quarters. The mahoubut then 

went to the potail, saying, " Here I am — 

do you. choose tn feed us?" — " What can I 

do?" replied the poor fellow, "I cannot 

make grwn." — " Very well, my friend," said 

J driver, "youkntfw the consequences I" 

le potail shrugged up his shoulders, and 

id he was helpless, for the gnun-dealers' 

d shut up thefr shofis. " Then, by Allahy" 

id the mahouhut, " they shall soon be 

leneij.'' Having' saic^diis, he went to the 

Bce where he had left his. beast tied up, 

^_jd roaring for his food. Loosening hn 

chfun and ropes, he scrambled upon his 

neck and rode him up to the shop of Lai- 
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dass, w);iich was merely the verandah of a 
house, closed up with a number of narrow 
planks which served for shutters. The ele- 
phant stood close with its enormous head 
touching the shutters, and his rider called 
out, " Ho ! within there — I want rice." — 
** Chauml nu^kue,*'* cried a voice from 
within. " Bring flour then," said the ma- 
houhut. ^^ JttdA nUfhuCf^^f was the reply. 
** Ghee then." — ** Toop nnJiue^^X answered 
the shopkeeper with a hearty laugh, as if it 
was a good joke. " Give me jagree then," 
said the driver. — ** Gcr nti,A«6,'^§ responded 
the shopkeeper. " I will see if you tell truth 
then," answered the mahouhut; and placing 
his heels behind the ears of the elephant, 
and goading him in one of the sore places 

♦ No rice. t No flour. 

I Noghee^ § No sugar. 
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he , had brefbre mentio&ed, he exclaimed, 
" Tot (Mh Baba^ zoor seJ-'* The cunning 
animal, as if it knew the flour was behind 
the shutters, butted at theei witfe fidl force, 
and crash they went to pieces m an instant, 
and discovered Laldass in the midst of 
plenty, tumbling affrighted ov#r hit b^^ets 
of grain. — " Oh, mercy ! mercy !*' he cried : 
" here is flour, ghee» vim and si^^, 
good m^ouhut — t^ke what you want." — 
" Rascal," cried the driver, " I have a 
great mind to make the elephant squee^ 

ff 

the breath out of y^our miserable ,body> for 
giving me so much tivnible. Gome, 6J1 my 
sacdcs^ or I will not /spare yoift." The WjOh 
naen of Laldas^ now cai^e forward^ and 
filled the bags with every ihmg he wanted? 
for which they did not get a single rupee in 

* " Break it to pieces, old fellow, wUli all your might.** 
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return. The bags being placed on the ele- 
phant's hsifk, the. animal walked majestici(lly 
away, the mahouhut saying to the poor 
devil of a grain!-dealer, ^^ Perhaps I shall 
not report you on my return to Indore, 
provided you have a second supply ready 
for me as I come back. Don't give me this 
trouble again/' The family bowed in si** 
* ftnce. We now .bought the potail, who had 
provided. wood for us, and some sugar^-canes 
foi: tim elephant to eat while the bread was 
baking; and we once more secured the 
animi^ atid left him to munch tham, while 
we attended to our own cookery. " Did you 
ever see such rascals ?' said the elephani>- 
driver^r " They would no more mind see- 
ing me fuid my elephant starve, than you 
would mind seeing them hanged.*' — **Not 
they/' I rallied; " but it is well we are not 
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out of Holkar's dominions; for, were we iix 
those of the English, we shoiild, I fear, be 
made to repent our feat." — " Perhaps we 
should," answered the fellow ; " but as th<f 
case stands, we have nothing to do with the 
Toope Wallas, and I heartify wish they 
were driTen out of India." — " We must 
fight harder than we have yet done to ac- 
complish this," I rejoined; "but were it 
QOt for the bad management of your master 
and the other Rajahs and ruiers,^ these fo^ 
ceigners would never hare done what they 
have. HoUcar, Bedjerao, and Scindea, are 
always ready for war — and when it begins 
they run away from it. This is the way the 
Toope Wallas have got so firm a hold among 
us, and we shall, I fear, never live to see 
the end of it.*' — " What you say may be 
very true,'* answered my companion, " but 
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hang me if I know any thing about the 
matter; but I do know that^ as long as I 
drive an elephant, he shall not starve, come 
what may/' We pursued this discourse no 
further ; and as soon as the elephant had 
devoured his bread, rice, and sugar, we 
continued our journey. Nothing more oe» 
curred until we perceived the hill on which 
the seven-towered fort of Satarah * stands* 
I then deemed it prudent to alight ; and, 
thanking the mahouhut for his kindness, I 
wdiked, well muffled up, into the city. 

In the streets I saw groupes of ill-looking 
fellows conversing, and their appearance 
convinced me there was something of im- 
portance about to take ^lace. In one part 
two men passed me at a quick pace ; one 

* Called Satarah, or Sath-Istara, or the Seven Stars> 
or Ple'iades, firom its ieven towers. 
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of whom I felt certain was Gabbage GoiislaJ 
They were out of sight in a moment; but, 
from their hurried manner, I had a oonvic-r 
tioa that mischief could not be far off; — 
perhaps some plot was on the eve of esL* 
plosion, as my intelligence respeotingi the 
state of affairs gave me good reason to 
surmise would be the case. Having no mo- 
ney and little food, I determined to f49»t until 
the next day; and I rambled about until 
I reached a durhm sallah, which wa% very 
fortunately, unoccupied. Here I took my 
^Iver kurdoorah, and secured it about my 
person. It was too smaU to go round my 
waist, but I wound it twice round my arm, 
getting the snakes' heads to meet, with some 
difficulty, and fixing them by^ the small 
screw attached to the ornament. I had 
scarcely done this before I heard voices 
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approaching; md presi^tly some men en- 
t^recU carrying spears and . matchlocks. 
Seeing me sitting unemployed, they cried, 
** Ho, brother !— do you want a job ? if so, 
come with us, and load yourself with some 
of these weapons," I inquired whither they 
-were going ; — they tol4. me where pay was 
to be h^d. I asked who ^ere their em- 
ployers; and they said they were persons 
who would either be kings or beggars; but 
upon my questioning them further, they 
told me th^t was neither here nor there, but 
biid i^e jump up and assist them, for it was 
no time to be idle. I desired them first to 
tell me whom I was to serve ; and one of them 
cursed me, and said, *^ Shoot him ! he is one 
of Gunput's spies I"— « Hold 1" I cried ; « I 
am not iqcUn^d that side the question, any 
how." The men then bade me come along ; — • 
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I piled several matchlocks on my shoulders, 
and followed them through ravines and over 
hills, until we came to a. very considerable 
cavern. Here one of them gave a loud 
whistle, which was answered by one more 
shrill, and of longer continuance, fix>m within. 
Not a word was spoken by my guides, until 
a light gleamed from a recess of the cave : 
one of the men then said, taking my wrist, 
" Come on, but utter not a word." The 
bearer of the light now approached us ; and, 
seeing me, asked me who I w ' . One of 
my companions answered that the load was 
too heavy for them, and they had therdTore 
hired me. Some whispering then took 
place between the men who arrived with 
me and the person who bore the torch, 
which ended in the latter addressing me 
nearly to this effect : — " Stranger, you are 
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at liberty to return from whence you came» 
or to enter the cavern. If you choose to 
go away, hercr;is your hire; if you prefer 
to remain with us, you must not depart 
until certain circumstances dissolve our 
band; in which, provided you will enlist, 
'we shall be happy to accept your services: 
but you must not flinch from the cause you 
have embraced; you must bind yourself 
by a solemn oath to be faithful to our caused, 
and ta promote our objects even to death,*^ 
I b^ged hijm to admit me, and to state to 
■me the nature of the service in which they 
proposed I should embark. I said J was 
fearful lest I should enter a den inhabited 
by Gunpiit Rao and his party, in whose 
cause I would not engage ; but if I did so, 
and found after all that I was admitted of a 
party I could not support, — ^how could I 
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retract ? To suppose no worse, after what 
I had said, the cavern must be my prison 
until the present disputes were settled. I 
said I had no objection, should an oppor- 
tunity be affi^rded me of so doings to take 
a conspicuous part in fighting for the un- 
fortunate Sevaje, whom I had every reason 
to suppose I was bound in honour to serve ; 
but to fall into the hands of his- opponent 
would, indeed, be a dreadful thing for me. 
The torch^bearer, seeming to feel my ^m^ 
barrassment, desired me not to act in too 
great a haste. ** No deceit is ever prac- 
tised here,'* said he ; " the troops of Sevajf 
fight in ope^ and honourable war&re, for 
no guile is suffered in his name; and it is 
the same in all other matters in which his 
followers engage*'* The name of Sevaje 
and these statements (whiclj I was conscious 
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no agent of Gabbage would use or make), 
determined me how to act I made a 
motion to the torch^bearer to lead me on, 
and delivered to him my sword, as a sign I 
subpiitted to an engagement on his side of 
the question. He then led me, with the 
other men, over several rugged places, until 
we came to a wide stream that flowed sub- 
terrai^ously through the cave : across this 
a door presented itself studded with- iron 
spikes of enormous dimensions.. On a sig- 
nal beuig given from without, the door was 
gradually lowered, until it formed, a bridge 
across the stream. We passed over, and 
entered a spacious plaoe^-so much so, in*- 
deed, it seemed as if the whole hill bad been 
excavated co form the apartment In this 
excavation there sat twelve men, partly in 
armour, and before them were provisions of 
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all kinds. A hum of numerous voices wa» 
heard) proceeding from different passages 
on the right and left hand of the hollow or 
gf^st chamber, which I immediately con* 
jectured to be Sevaje's strong-hold. Who 
knew but he might himself be there, or one 
of the twelve men before me ? I was so in- 
tent in regarding their features, and so oc- 
cupied with my thoughts, that I did not 
bear one of them address me, until I was 
puUed by the sleeve by the torch-bearer, 
who stood at my side. Having satisfied my 
own mind JSevaje was not among them, I 
craved pardon for my abstraction ; and one 
of them repeated his question, demanding 
my name. I determined to use no deceit, 
lest, on being discovered, I should not be 
trusted in their affairs; I therefore replied, 
" My name is Pandurang Hari." Sevwal 
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voices spoke at once : — " Is it possible !" 
cried they, " Am I known, then," I re- 
sponded, " by any of this gallant band ?' — 
^ Your name,*' said the first speaker, " il 
familiar to us ; — ^you have enemies, but your 
lucky star has led you here. We have cer- 
tain information of persons lying in wait 
for you at Poona, where, it is reported, you 
have concealed a girl, named Sagoonab. 
Not being acquainted with your person, we' 
deemed it fruitless the attempting to find 
you out, and warn you of your danger and 
of the secret attacks of your enemies. But 
how did you come from Poona hither, and' 
escape the assassins that lurked about for 
you ?' I infojrmed them in return, that I 
came not from Poona, but from Indore. 
They inquired if I came alone : I said an un- - 
happy man, who I feared was no more, was to 
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M^ ' hav6 accompanied me* They asked his name, 
* and I told them Shewdhiit Wanee. " By 
Ishwiur! the very man," cried tfce chief of 
the party ! But say, how know you he is no 
more ? How were you acquainted with 
him ?' I told him my life had been one 
unfortunate scene of disappointments and 
hardships; that I had been bunted through 
the world by an unrelenting aaemy, who 
had sworn to take my life. I had fled to 
Guzerat from the Deccan-^— but I was id- 
lowed no rest: my enemies followed me 
closely, and dogged me back to my own 
country. I had been tridted by knaves, 
robbed by Bh<eels, and pursued by assas- 
sins !— that, it so happened, as I was flying 
from the latter, I fell in with an old man, a 
t goatherd, in a glen near Asseesrghur, whose 

life I by chance discovered <was in jeopardy. 
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I made this circumstance known to him— 
we conversed together, and *were mutually 
pleased. I thought his resignation- and 
manners, and his hidden misfortunes, most 
touching : I swore to serve him, should it 
be ever in my power to do so. He told me 
he should quit the glen, and proceed to 
Indore,ivhere lived a Wanee, named Shewd- 
hut, who, ' on my producing to him a silver 
ring which he left with me, would conduct 
me to the place of his retreat. Ciri;um- 
sCances aft^^ards made it necessary for me 
to viik the goatherd, from whom I con- 
ceived it |>ossibIe I might learn something 
regarding an unfortunate and persecuted 
girl already named: that I went to Indbte 
for this purpose; had an interview with 
Shewdhut, whom I convinced I was no im- 
postor; and he, at lasgth, toid me diat the 



'> -. 



216 PANDURANG HAR!. 

goatherd was not at Indore, but at Satarah, 
whither be was himself proceeding, I then 
mentioned the disappearance of Shewdhut 
Wanee, and the reasons I had for believing 
him to be murdered. 

The chief of the party heard me conclude 
my story, with melancholy in his counte-. 
nance at the fate of Shewdhut. TTie whole 
twelve, now. whispered to each other in so. 
low a ton^ I could not catch a single sylla- 
ble of what thcgr said. The chief at length, 
begged me to retire for a short time, but to 
await their call.. The torch-bearer arose, 
ilKl, opening a^ little side-door, desired me 
to follow him. . I then entered a small 
square chamber, *^coye^ed witji mats, on 
which he bade me be seated, and left me to 
reflect on my singular adventure. In about 
an hour J was summoned again into the 
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presence of the conncil-T-the chief of which 
desired me to be seated in front of him. I 
obeyed, and he then commenced by stating, 
that they had resolved to ask me a &w 
qqestions more, which I might or might 
not answer, as I saw fit; but that, in an- 
#werihg them, there was every probability 
of benefiting myself. Moreover, having 
heard my answers, they could better deter- 
mine how far to entrust me with the secrets 
connected with their cause, and the object 
they had in view. I bowed assent, and they 
proceeded : — " Have you any reason to be^ 
lieve that the goatherd you mentioned ^ 
any other than a private individual?* I 
answered, " I have every reason to believe 
him' to be Sevaje, th^ lawful successor to 
the musnud of 3atarah.^ They then bade 
me state my reasons ; and^ fearing to hint 
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" ^ ^at the chaikce of my beiiig hiis 80119 kst it 
sdiould not be so after all, and I should be 
^^ esteemed presumptuous, I answered^ ^^ that 

J^iewdhut bad dropped some pretty strmig 
hints to me, and some expressions had es- 
caped him, from "fvhich I gathered that such 
"wras the ease^^indeed, I felt certain of it'* 
They then inquired who Sago<mah wa& I 
replied, ^^ a girl betrothed to a young man 
who has never been heard of."^^" How 
dame she under your proteoti<m?' I an- 
swered, ^^ She is not under my protection ; 
she lives with her auiyu I am acquainted 
with them, and wished tD marry the giii ; 
but the unoertapi^ty as to the fl^e of her 
betrothed busied prewsits bur union/' 

They then inquired vhere I first kn^i^ her; 

■* 
add .1 told thein how 2 had r^ued^ber 

frcoL die hands of murderen^ and had aided 
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in collcealmg h^ from them to this day^ - "^ 
They next questioned me if I knew any of 
the murderers; and I told tUem that one |j^ '^ 

was named Gabbage Oousla^ who was also 
an enemy of mine. " Indeed f** cried Ae 
chieftain. ^^ Know you aught of this Gab- 
ble ?" I replied, ** Yes j that he was Gun-«i 
put Rao, the pretender to the musnud 
of Satarah.**— " Has he a lawful right f 
inquired one (^ the twelve. ♦^ None/* I an- • 
swered ; ^* he is a villain and a murderer }*• 
— ^^* How can you* speidi: so positively?** 
questioned the chii^ I replied, ^ Becausfe 
I heard his histoiy from the mouth of his 
pwn son, Mahadeo.'*— !-♦* This is very 
strange P' exclaimed several of the council 
at once* - " It is6o»'* IremaAed; •'JieMf, at 
the tim^ X he^rd the son say this, he had 

fio iclea ^e ever 'ii^hoidd meet his ibthei^ 
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agfdn, or be. in any condition to aspire 
to the throne— he was then a roving Pin- 

daiee."/ . , .. ' : 

.After this I^ was, desired to withdraw 
again to my^seat, in the small chamber:^ I 
remained there another hour, when I was 
again smnmpned. ^^ Young man/' said 
the, chief, ^* knowing so much of the history 
of Seyaje and Gunput Rao as you do-:-! 
' whose cause will you espouse?" I replied, 
that ofSe^vaje; and that I would serve him 
honestly and fitithfully with all my heart; 
that he. should have no more devoted ad- 
herent — no stauncher supporter., ** You see, 
tJifep,'* he ad4^d, *^ men before you now who 
will die for Seyaje ;— rif you aresincere, will 
you enrol your, name among ours, and mke 
the , oath we shall, prescribe T\\ answ)ered 
that I wodld* Upon thi^a naked sword was 
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presented to me, and I was desired to re-' 
peat the following words : — " I swear by the 
holy cow, by fire and by water, to aid and 
assist Sevaje Owdhut in his attempt to reign 
in : Satarah ! I devote my heart' and body 
to his cause, and I will oppose and contend, 
even to death, with his enemies, on water 
or land; that neither cold nor heat shall 
deter me from pursuing them, nor moun- 
tains nor rivers be obstacles to turn' me aside 
from this my purpose ; that neither rewards 
nor threats shall bi4s me to the cause of 
the traitor Giinput Rao, or his s6n Mahadeo; 
but that the last drop of blood in my vdns 
shall be to Sevaje ! ' And I bind myself 
also to- obey his officers, and aid ana assist 
them in battle and council, should my ser- 
vices be so needed; and if I fail, or act 
contrary to this advice, may Ishwar judge 
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me P' I dien ixNidied the sword^ and was 
allowed to retire* ' 

No great while after this^ the chie^ or 
he who seemed to lead the council) eame to 
me, seated himself by my side, and entered 
at once into conversation. Among other 
things, he told me he thought I nmst be 
curious to know how my name became so 
^dl kitown to them ; but that the fiict wa% 
their spies had overiieard a man named 
Itokoo, a chief of Ounput Rao's force, 
propose my assassination. From the con<* 
versation of this man and of others, it was 
gndent I was xxmsidered a person of scone 
consequence, whom it was very desirable 
to remove out of the way ; hence the sur» 
prise of the coundl at hearing nfy name* I 
:0 obfeerved that Kokoo had an enmi^r to me 

from a. private cause, and wholly indepen*^ 
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dent of his teal for the cauie of his ea^ 
ployer. I then narrated my adventure at 
theoavenu The eonversatiim finiriied by 
my receiving the o£fer of the command of 
fifty men) who were trained to the duty of 
bodi horse and foot soldiers, that they 
might act as drcumstances should require^ 
I accepted the command with gratitude, 
and requested his name, that I might ac- 
knowledge his commands as my superior* 
His namC) he said, was Naroba Taitia, a 
jagheerdar, who had been deprived of his 
estates unjustly by the present rajah of 
Satarah. Seeing no chance of obtainyig 
justice by supporting Gunput Bao, he had 
linked himself with the other side, and 
would stand or fall with i^ as he could rely 
on Sevaje's justice* 

* 

I now ventured to inquire a little how 
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otif public affidrs stood, iand^what were our 
resources, I found the tro<g)s were more 
numerous than the money at hand would 

" maintain ; and that the death of Shewdhut, 

. .' . _ ■ - . • . ■ , I- 

> was a loss in this respect, as he had always 
supplied Sevaje with cash« How Guhput 
Rap could discover this was.a mystery ; but 
there seemed little doubt he had been mur- 
dered by Gunput's agency. The chief of 
the council left me' soon after this, hoping I 
should attend them on the morrow. In the 

niean time, I had an opportunity of observ- 

, . ■ . ' • • ' . ' . 

ing every thing that was going onjn the 

- * * * 

cavern," and that there were nearly three 
hundred men scattered ^bout» all cheerful, 
confident, and to appearance very well ap» 
pointed. I foun^ that an equal number 
^were assembled at another strong hold fi 
few miles off, and tliat as Gunput Rao was 
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known to have no more than four hundred 
followers^ we hoped to profit by our supe« 
riority m- numbers,' ' as 'well as in valour. ' I 
inquired where Sevaje then was^ and found 
he was in Satarah, though' Gunput Rao be* 
lieved^him in one of his strong holds. I 
found orders come from him daily^ and that 
a- despatch' was then hourly expiected from 
him. He had very • fortunately a sincerie 
friend at the court, who held the office of 
dewanj and daily infonned him of every pro- 
ceeding known there. By this means Sevaje 
was aware of Gunpiit's intentions, as the ^, 
reigning rajah was no 'stranger to' any of 
them, ' and be&iendedOuBput ' «. 
The next morning, oh the assembling of 

'the council, a shrill whistle was heard ffoni 

* . - 

without. All w6ce eager tb^ learn what/ 
tMMlers the messenger had brought. ' The 
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drawbridge being lowered, an bircarrah* 
appeared, and taking off bi» tvrban, pro- 
duced a sealed roll. The diief of l^ 
council took it, and reading the contents, 
first dismissing the messenger £rom the 
chamber, he told us that if ever we struck a 
decisive blow, now was our momenL It 
appeared that Gunput Rao had foar some 
time been petitioning the rajah to restore 
him his estate, which had been loUg ago 
sequestered upon his disappearance* ^t 
content with doing this, he had al^ success- 
fully claimed his brother's, on pretence of 
his having been murdered* Moreover, on 
giving, or promising to giv^ to the minister 
of the r^ah, an enormous sum of money^ he 
hftd obtained an order on the treasury for 
the arrears of both estates^ as annually col- 
lected £rom the time of their sequestration. 
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This money was to be issued to him the 
next day» at the hour c^ five in the evening, 
and he would no doubt oonrey it imme- 
diately to his strong hold, and tberdby raise 
im overwhekning force, which it would be 
madne^ in Sevaje to resi^ The latter, 
therefore wished,, as the despatch stated, 
that the band assembled in the cavern 
should inarch agaliist « fortified vilkge^ 
wbicft was named, on one of Ounpu^s 
estates, and destroy it while the troops at 
Sevaje's other hold should Ue in ambus* 
^ade for th« treasure of Gunput on the road 
from Satarah. If these two Uttacks suc- 
ceeded, the followers of the party^ attacked 
would be paralized, and a iivourable re- 
action be thereby produced in &vour of 
Sevaje. The chieftain concluded by re- 
questing us all to arm. This was received 
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wit^ cheering, and the caven^'mng with the 
animated shouts* The despatches further 
stated, that Canooje, who commanded at 
Sevaje's other fort, would be with us on 
the morrow to arrange the plan of attack. 
Orders were then given to afford him the 
most rapid access, and the council broke up. 
All now prepared for the eventis of the next 
day ; the arms' were p'ut in ordar, the am* 
munition examined, and every heart seemed 
elate with the prospect of being actively 
employed — sbtne perhaps with the hope of 
plunder as well as of glory. 
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^ Before the day brok^ I was awoke by 

" a centinel, wlio called me to attjtend the 

council, for CaHooje had arrived. I hurried 

to the grelit chfunber^and was introduced 

^ to this chief, with whose courageous, and 
lofly presence I was mtch struck* His de- 
portment was noble, his air military, and 
his. countenance elevated and pleading. I 
found that the determination to place Sevaje^ 
upon th^ Satarah musnud /had originally, 
jnroceeded froiti him, and that it was by his 
interest and efPofIs allr the. principal jagheer- 
dars of whom the council consisted, had 
)oin#d to cdd^ the cause. It was now 
settled, that at fosr o'clock in the af^rnoon 
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we should storm the fortified village belong- 
ing to Gunput Rao, whilst Canooje's divi- 
sion was placed in ambuscade among the 
ravines, within five miles of Satarah, through 
which the treasure of Qunput Rao must 
pass ; and, having made themselves masters 
of it, bring it to the strcmg hold as the 
nearest place of safety. Our division was 
ordered to despatch intelligence to Canooje^ 
while he remained in ambush, of the result 
of our attack on the village ; at the same 
time, if we failed we were to remain, and 
blockade the place to prevent the garrison 
having a cooununication with the detadb« 
ment that escorted the treasure* Thus the 
corps that formed the escort could not be 
increased in strength, and die chance of 
the discomfiture of our desi^ was more 
remote.' 



The |dan of attadc being thus finally ar- 
ranged, Canooje left ns to return to his 
troops. When I found that the yiAiole of 
our strength in the cavern was ordered to 
mardi on the village, I su^ested the pru«* 
denoe of leaving a party behind ip protect 
it* I observed, that the enemy would 
hardly omit to attack it in our abeence, 
for we should not have mardifd far before 
Gunput Rao's 4>i6s would convey to him 
intell%ence that the cavern had b^ va-^ 
cated^ and that cm our retum<.we should . 
run the chance of seeing it occupied by the^ 
enemy, whidi would be an effectual damper 
to our successes dbewhere. This sugg^tion 
was properly weighed, and ordered to be 
carried into effi^t by a majority of voices^ ' 
Fifty |Q(^ were l^t with a jummahdar for 
this pttr))ose« vlf we arrived before the vil* ^ 
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lage at the hour of four, we should proba- 
bly prevent the garrison from sending out a 
reinforcement to support the treasure party^ 
In case thei- party had marched, we cotild 
tiien attack it in the ^ open, plain on our ad- 
vance rtowards the village, or leave a party 
for: this purposie concealed t in fts line of 
march: we determined therefore to move 
forwards directly. All became bustle and 
preparation. I collected my men; saw that 
^^y ^'^ pn)i\erly armed and accoutred; 
ii^ ' thehr .i^drds, i^tejds, ^ daggers, and 
i](iatc)hlocks i^e in order, and thtt they: 
i^ere w^ll suppled with ammunition, scaling- 
ladders, and ropes, for we had no cannon 
to.breiaeh the village walls. When we mus- 
tered and; ma,rched away, I was ^viucb^ 
pleased to siee the regularity anJt^ sobriety 
of ouf: brave comrades, many of whom had 
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been soldiers under t^. faUen Peeshwa 
Badjeracv and were happy to be employed 
on the present occasion, when their pay was 
punctual, and they were well supplied with 
the noedful munitions. Those on the side 
of Gunfmt Rao were men of the same 
order, but not headed by officers as expe- 
rienced or respectable as ours; but by des- 
peradoes like Kokoo, who look^ to future 
reward and aggrandizement 0t>m him whom 
they supported; bdtwere themselves ampog 
the junprinctpled and dishonourable* $^pon ^ ' 
our arrival at a deep hoUowy we halted and 
concealed ourselves in it, sending out scouts 
to watch the motions of the inhabitants ai^^ 
gan&on pf the village against which our 
operatioiy were directed, and which wa^ 
only distant from us abojit two miles. . Ofir 
spids soon returned, and informed ut that ,, 
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one hundred men had left the village and 
taken the road to Satarah, which passed by 
the place where we lay concealed. We 
observed th^fn approaching, and, with a 
jummahdar and about a hundred men, I 
rushed ficom our ambush upon the unpre* 
pared soldiers of Gunput* Though taken 
completely by surprise, they recovered and 
rallied themselves in fighting array, keep- 
ing up so constant a fire firom their match- 
locks, that we oould not attack them sword 
in hand as we intended. Their commander^ 
however, having made them^fire a volley, 
thinking to terrify and disperse us, our 
jummahdar ordered us to charge the instant 
their pieces were fired, and before they 
CQuld reload, or even draw their swords, we 
were on them. Nearly every one of them 
was cut down, and our victory was complete. 



* 



^1^- 



PANDURANO hAa)« 9S5 

We leaned fixun the prisoners that the 
Tillage contained about one hundred and 
Bfty men, ivho were entirely unprepared 
for a hostile attack. Naroba, in consequence 
jof our succes%*was in high spirits, and gave 
orders to n^urch directly upon the village : 
which we did lat once, compelling tiie pri*' 
soners to guide us with their arms tied 
behind them. On our arrival before ifce 
gat^, we summoned the garrison to sur* 
ren^r. A shower of arrows was the only, 
answer we received: upon which, jdacing 
our ladders against the mud wall of the fort,' 
we mounted to the attack. I led the $tofm* 
ing party sword in hand. We found a 
ntunber of Bheels had been mustered^ for 
the defence of the places whom Gunput Rao 
had but lately taken into his service. These 
fellows galled us dreadUdly with their ar^ 
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rows; but as our plan was to close with 
them, we gave mem few opportunities,^ after 

. our once effecting a lodgment on, the .walls, 
of using their fatal weapons.: The fort of 
the village was very small, and the ^urison, 
taken . by . surprise, was cramped fbV room 
and in confusion. > Part of them lbade!a 
sortie^ some for the purpose of figfiting, and 
others of running away. Naroba at the 
h^d of his corps met them, and having 
borne down all opposition outside the walls^ 

' was connng up^as I pursued the enemy out 
at the gate. The Bheels stood outside tn- 
acdve, fSsaring to discharge their arrows, and 
woifnd their own men, intermingled with 
ours. I now attacked the Bheels, Vho with 
the party that had been so anxioils to make 
a /sally from the fort attempted to return 
and enter it again; out I placed my men 
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before^ the /gates, ordering them to resist.'to 
the. last;; any; bodyl of the :enemy i that should 
attempt to force an entrance. The enemj^ 
seeing this, \vith great :alertnesslran to the 
scalin^adders, which still remained against 
the wal^ and tried to force an entrance by 
their meams. These intentions were quickly 
seen by Naroba, who sent round fifty men 
to keep, a Ranking fire along the wall ud they 
descended , inside, if^hile another ! party per- 
formed the same manoeuvre on the outside : 
by ihis means they were tumbled headlong 
dowTijin eyeiy direction. T^eBheels, finding 
iheir. own party worsted, .sought for safi^y 
in flight to their native wilds. Th«: other 
sol<£ers wi^out the walls, seeing there was 
no hope of sucqess,'fled for their lives. -Every 
thiQg. being, thus iii ouf possession, and /not ^ 
an enemy left before us in less than an hour 
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after we began the attack^ we proceeded to 
plunder : but we could discover only a few 
pots and pans. There was, it is true^ a 
good supply of grain, of whidi we carried 
off all we QDuld find the means c^cpiiveyiDg 
away. 

Whilst some of the men were hunting for 
plunder, tbey reported that they had found 
a prisoner in a subterraneous cell, juid 
li^und to thewaU by astrong cUn. Think: 
jng the unfortunate being was son^e eauemf 

• ^ GBHput ^m, I obtained ^Lmi^n ^ 
Narob» to release him before we qmttied 
tlie jdace to march back. I thou^t it pos« 
sible he might perhaps give us some infoiw 

• madon of impc»taiioe, and I wait my^eltto 

' his place of confinement, which wai; darlt* 
a^d dampw Not a^ sound save the dank of 
the unfortunaite prisotler's efaains coukl evir 
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be heard in it A soldier was sent for a 

■ 
torch to shew us the way, and 0pon return- 
ing we reached the spot. On jdacing the 
torch so as'to see his countenance, what was 
my surprise at observing my old and tried 
friend Nanna. ** Namia ! my dear friend, 
is it ycKi indeed, that I behold in this horw 
rible dungeon — Speak! you cannot have 
forgotten pi^P In a voice feeble and faint 
he replied, ^ What, Pandur^ig, is it yoii— 
a friMd^ and here?** — ^"It is in truth," J 
answered; ^Hhanks to the gods. who c6n«* 
ducted me hither/' I bade ,^em bfei^ bis 
chains, which was soon done, iind Nanna 
and I were speedily in each other's arms. 
^ Am I in a dream f* said Nanna. ^ Bow 
cajne you here-^can it be real ?' I toldbbn. 
this was not a time or place for esqilanadoh, 
tlutt I must lead Urn to my comrades, who 
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would rejoice with ine in the preservation of 
a friend. Nanna was weak, and it was with 
difficulty we got him to walk up into the 
air, the sudden effect of which made him 
faint. ' A little of our attention tpeedily 
recovered him, arid I related to Narpba the 
friendi^p that had existed between us. He 
congratulated me on the event, giving his 
hearty assent to Nitnna's accompanying us 
to the cavern* I confess I longed to hear 
the particulars of his ^itptivity. Curiosity 
was a leading characteristic in my dispo- 
sition, and I thought he must also feel not 
a Ibde curious to know how I came into my 
present situation. ' < 

The total destruction of the fort 'would i 

^ hav^ reqtigred' more time than we could 
ipare, or safely a£Pord to remain, while our 
other detachments were in the field, and 
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their operations a matter of uncertainty to 
us. We'contented ourselves with demolishing 
the gates, and as much of the walls as time 
allowed, and then returned to the cavern ; 
having lost ten men, and others of our 
number being badly wounded. I myself 
received a sabre-cut, which, though not dian- 

m 

gerous, gave me great pain. It was late 
before we reached the cavern, and upon 
making the well-known signal, we were 
admitted once more. We found, as I had 
apprehended, that during our absence a 
party of the enemy had attempted to carry 
the place, but had been repulsed by the 
gHard, which but for me would not have 
been left to protect it The detachment 
which had gone in search of the treasure ^ 
had returned, not so succeissful as we hoped 
it would have been. Canooje stated that he 
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had lost twenty men, and that, although he 
had seized the moneys to his gr^eat disap- 
pointment there Was not half the sum he 
expected. He had leairned from the pri- 
soners, however, that the bulk had been 
conveyed away in a diffi^i^ent direction ; and 
that, his men not being i9 a condition to 
pursue it, Uh^ had ^returned with about 
seven thousand rupees in their possession. 
The money was well est^orted, and it ap- 
peared that, if we had not cut up the in- 
tended reinforcements, Canooje would not 
have attailied his purpose as easy as he did, 
perhaps not at all. The neWs of our victory 
was no small thing, however, in our fa- 
vour, and tended mudh to letssen the conse- 
quence of Gunput Rao, land to damp the? 
spirit of his followers. Our wounded having 
been attended, and every care in our power 
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shewn them, ire stretched our fat^ued limbs 
on our mats, and sought 41 refiige in sle^ 
from '0wr past labours, in ^e -morning a 
council was held, to consideridiat steps had 
best be taken in pursuance of our objects. 
Canooje first proposed sending out spfes to 
obtain intelligence of the movements of the 
enemy; but diis was overruled until the re- 
ceipt of another secret despatch from Sevaje. 
It seemed necessary, as we had lost so many 
men, to send out considerate agents to 
obtaip recruits for our detachments. This 
, was immediately done; and Canooje, after 
giving a full aoeount of our recent proceed- 
ing and the capture of the treasure, in a 
despatch to Sevaje, marched away from us 
Hdth his well--appointed troop. 

There being nothing of moment 4.o oc- 
cupy me, I hflistened to Nanna, who was 
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already shewing he made progress in h\» 
recovery from the effects of his barbarous 
imprisonment and accompanying starvation. 
I related to him the paniculate of my his- 
tory since. we quitted each other, and with 
which the reader must be already so well 
acquainted as to be able to recall them to 
recollection. Nanna in his tUrn informed 
me that, on arriving at Satarah, he lodged 
the woman who accompanied him in an 
obscure house, which was the same night 
surrounded by the' agents of GunputRao^ 
who forcibly carried her oflF; but the next 
morning she returned, saying, the people 
who took her away had released her. Nanna 
stated, that being intent upon finding out 
whether the boy to whom Sagoonah had 
been betrothed was living or dead, be lost 
no opportunity of inquijring into the matter ; 
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but finding it in vain, he left Satarah for 
the purpose of joining me at Poona. In 
his way thither he was surrounded by ruf- 
fians, who bound him fiust, and conducted 
him to the fort firom whence we had rescued 
him. There Kokoo examined him, and 
desired him* to tell where Sagoonah was 
concealed : he also made strict inquiries 
respecting myself. Nanna would answer 
none of his questions, but remained silent; 
upon which he was sentenced to imprison- 
9ient in the dungeon, and natchne roUe :* 
this was to endure until he should betray 
his friend. Having said he was determined 
' not to do so, he was in addition chained to 
the wall where he was found. — I hereupon 
pressed this trusty firiend to my heart, and 
related to him all I had formerly omitted in 

* Bread made of the coarsest grain. 
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^ving hioi a sketch of my history* I also 
let hina^kaow the probable situation I stood 
in with Sevi^e, the lawful successor of the 
Satarah musnud* Nanna was struck with 
wonder on hearing this part of my history. 
After stuading with his mouth wide open, 
he said^ ^^ I always thought you were a great 
scholar,, but never dreamed of your being a 
prince at the same time — ^let me fall pros- 
trate !"— " Not so fast, my dear friend," I 
cried ; ^* it is not quite so certain I am a 
prince ; and if I sJbould be^. it is. more than 
probable I shall never be in a situation to 
receive the homages of my iriends in the 
way you would deliver your's." — " You 
shall be, though," said Manna; ^^ and may 
I live to b^old you on a throne, and to 
say another star is added to the Pleiades, 
and that Satarah shall henceforth be Ata- 
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rah!''^ I could not help telling Nanna he had 
already made great progress in the language ' 
of a courtier; that he perhaps acquired it 
from his enemies whil& a prisoner, and they 
had been practising flattery, and the arts of 
rising nt court, upo^ the strength of their 
expectations.^^ I shall need," said I, " a deal 
of polishing, my good &iend, before I can be 
compared to the dullest star in the heavens } 
as you would agree with me in thinking 
were you acquainted with the whole of my ** 
' history,, which perhaps I . shall one day un- 
fold to you. Prejudiced as you are in my 
favour, you would shake your head upon me 
wei*e I seated on a musnud, if you knew 
every thing." Nanna was going to reply by 
a second essay in courtiership ; but it was so 
disagreeable a thing to my ear to be ad- 

* Atarah, or eight stars. 
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dressed in this gross way, that I thought, if 
ever I reached such high honour, it would 
then be full time enough to suffer the in- 
fliction of its hoUowness, as some balance 
for the glory of the situation. Besides, I 
really felt conscious of my demerits, and all 
the flattery in the world could not make me 
change my opinion of myself; for I knew 
what my own conduct had been in numerous 
instances. It is true I was brought up and 
educated by menials and base wretches of 
every description; I had been cast upon 
the stream of life to float along by myself, as 
necessity or fancy directed; I had been 
persecuted wrongfully, and obliged to resort 
to mean artifices oftentimes for existence 
itself. This had been the case in youth, 
when passion is warmest, and reason .pos- 
sesses but little influence. I knew that the 
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few good actions of my life were overborne 
by the many bad ones. Still I was com- 
forted that I had bought experience, and 
been enabled to see the advantages of a 
Steady, correct, and uniform line of conduct. 
Villainy, I was convinced, had but a short 
day, and upright intention would ultimately 
triumph in every circumstance of life. 
Mahrattas are for the most part bad men — 
cunning, insidious, and self-interested ; but 
they were ever unfortunate enough to be 
badly governed. The bad examples of their 
kings and rulers were ever before them ; and 
the corruption and vices of lesser persons in 
authority contaminated the people, who are 
always profligate or virtuous according to the 
way in which they are governed. I observed 
to Nanna, that I had a deep dread at the 
idea of being called upon to govern; and 
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the only chance I should have of success 
would be to' follow the example of my 
father, who I hoped I should see for - 
jxisasy years fulfilling his duties, and thus 
I miglit become his scholai*. My friend 
Nanna upon this observed, that I talked 
like a book,< and that what I said I^ust 
be true. He would only ask me, ignor 
rant as he was, to be allowed to bask in 
the dnni^hine of my fevour^ I could no# 
help laughing, but told him he might 
rely upon it I should never forget him. 
I said he must not be too sanguine ; that 
I intended the same day to ooosult witli ' 
*Naroba upon this subject, and upon the 
propriety of my making a visit to Se- 
vaje, «s I felt unhappy at being Hept 
so k>ng in suspense. I desired Nanna 
not to let a word drop upon this busL-^- .'' 
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ness in the .cavern, as he respected my ^ 

friendship, and, any where else, not to 
let a word respecting it escape him* He 
promised me all I required, stated his de- 
termination to be faithful to my cause, and 
left me. 

There were many solid reasons why I did 
not wish to make public that it was pro- 
bable I was so nearly related to Sevaje. 
^ One reason was, that it seemed to me possi- 
ble Gunput Rao might be induced to con- 
sent to a public inquiry, or an arbitration 
of the question between my father and 

* himself, and that the right of the lawful 

successor' might be' settled this way :. for he* 
would, perhaps, be induced to abide by such 
a decision, as long as he thought Sevaje 
alone was living ; as, after his death, Maha- 

% ^ deo would infallibly succeed to the musnud. 
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On the other hand, were Gunput Rao to 
discover I was living, nothing would induce 
him to abide by any decree excluding him 
and his son. With these notions on my 
mind I went to Naroba, and earnestly re- 
quested I mi^t be allowed to visit Sevaje, 
having matters of importance to communi- 
cate to him. Naroba rejdied, that he him- 
mAf could have no objection, but that he 
oHisidered it his duty to mention the request 
to Sevaje, in the first instance, and then he 
would immediately communicate his answer 
to me. I was of course obliged to consent 
to this step being first taken, and I patiently 
awaited an answer from Sevaje, which could 
not occupy a long period of time in com- 
municating* Naroba and myself, in the in- 
terim, made the best use of our leisure. We 
had the sword-practice among our soldiers 
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every day, rendering them as expert as pos- 
sible in the use of theii; arms. I afterwards 
found the benefit of these lessons, as will be 
seen in the sequel. I also exercised myself 
in every possible way; but, from the exertion, 
I found the wound in my arm inflame, and 
become exceedingly painful. At the time an 
answer arrived from Sevaje I was in very 
great pain ; but the reply being such as was 
consonant with my wishes,. I determined 
that even the serious appearance it h^ 
began to put on, should not deter me from 
my visit to him, whom I had so much reason 
to believe was my father. I stated my rea* 
diness to depart, and Naroba procured me 
a guide, desiring me to put on an appear- 
ance as unsoldierlike as possible. The first 
guide was to conduct me to a second per- 
son, through whose means I should gain 
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admittance to Sevaje, unsuspected by the' 
enemy. I obeyed every suggestion made, 
and followed my guide with a palpitating i 

heart to a small wood, at a considerable dis- 
tance from our strong hold. My guide 
tapped at the door of a miserable hovel, 
which was opened by a lean, tall, emaciated 
old woioaan, who instantly admitted us upon 
seeing the person of him who conducted 
me. There was something in the appear- 
jRuc^e of the old hag which at first led me tp 
suspect treachery, and iny sui^pipions were 
not laid asleep on my seeing the guide and 
old woman, head to head, in a close whisper. 
I thought this was unnecess;ary, where all 
present were friends, and my bosom became 
filled with vague suspicions every thing was 
not right* The guide now went away with- 
out uttering one word to me, and the old^ 
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hag seated herself opposite to wheriT I sat ; 
but no effort of mine could induce her 

^' to enter into conversation. She mumbled 

unintelligU)Iy to herself, until I began to 
get impatient, and begged her to lead the 
way whither I designed to go. She turned 
her head round and pointed to the sun 
with her shrivelled finger, and then to the 
western quarter of the heavens, from which 
I judged we must not set out for Satarah 
until after the sun had set It wanted full 
three hours' space of it yet, and being fa- 
tigued, and my wound very painful to me, 
I spent my time in no very agreeable way ; 

^^ for not a single word could I get in the way 

of conversation from this mysterious old 

woman. I threw myself on a mat to try 

and sleep, but sleep fled far from me ; and I 

^ could only indulge in dreams of what th^ 
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future might have in store for me, and faH 
back upon my own thoughts for a means of 
employing a short period that passed away 
slow as ages. 
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CHAP. X. 

At length the sun having gone down 
blood-red, and left that tranquil gloom which 
so quickly covers the earth on the departure 
of an Indian day, the old woman tapped me 
on the shoulder with a long stick. I arose 
and followed her. Age made it necessary 
for her to proceed slowly, and a complete 
ignorance of the point to which she was 
leading me impelled me to keep pace with 
her. My impatience could ill brook the 
tediousness of such a mode of travelling. 
A man just hoping to behold his parent, 
from whom he had been separated nearly f 

the whole of his life, might be excused for 
an anxiety to press onward and realize his 
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appearance of a cooly Or porter, and was 
completely disguised* I followed her still 
in silence as before, and she led me, to my 
great surprise, towards the hill on which 
stands the seven-towered fort of Satarah. 
Observing my astonishment, she for the first 
time told me to address her as mother, but 
not utter a single syllable to any one I 
might see in her presence, llie old crea- 
ture clambered the hill with difficulty, and 
when we arrived at the gate of the fort, she 
knocked with her stick, and a sentry open- 
ing the wicket demanded who was there. 
She replied, " only old Bhowanee and her 
son.*' — " Ah ! mother,'* said the sentry, " I 
thought you had forgotten us : how do you 
sell your sweatmeats? Come in." — So say- 
ing, we entered; the basket was taken from 
my head, the contents examined, and some 
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purchases made. We were then allowed to 
proceed to the house of the officer who had 
the charge of the arsenal, an octagon build- 
ing in one of the seven towers. . The old 
woman was admitted immediately, and a 
whispering dialogue began with the officer, - 
which convinced me they were well ac- 
quainted. After some little further delay, I 
was beckoned into an inner room, and the 
officer resident in the house began to re- 
move a large ammunition box which stood 
in the centre of the chamber. I was won- 
dering what could be the meaning of this, 
and to what it all tended, eagerly looking 
out for the end of the mystery, and almost 
suspecting foul play; when I imagine the 
man touched some secret lock or bolt, for a 
door in one of the comers of the room flew 
open, and discovered a flight of stone stairS| 
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' ,^ich my conductress descended, motioning 
me to remain where I then was. The resi- 
dent in the house retired, and I was left in 
a most uncomfortable solitude, not wholly 
divested of fear, when I recollected many 
circumstances in my past life that, less suspi- 

' cious in appearance, had led me into trouble. 
It was not without pleasure^ therefore, that 
in a short' time I heard the old. woman re- 
turning, and greeted her haggard face at 
the top of the staircase. From thence she 
beckoned me to follow her, and I found my- 
^If quickly in a very comfortable square 
stone room. She then opened another door 
in the wal^ through which she disappeared, 
and again left me in solitude. I now threw 
ofFmy coat, and lay down upon a mat, the 
wound in my arm torturing me severely. 
I had not been reclining many minutes 
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raise me to honour, or dash me into the 
lowest deep of misery ! The old man, turn- 
ing towards me, now said, ** What, young 
and valiant man, wouldst thou with me? 
I have heard of thy bravery in my cause, 
and I cannot fear treachery irom a brave 
man ! I have, therefore, admitted thee to 
my seclusion. What wouldst thou, young 
man, with me?" As he spoke, Uie light 
flashed upon his features, and I recognized 
the old goatherd of the glen. ^^ I would 
claim acqudntance, my lord,"' I observed ; 
*^ we have met before." — " Ah ! where, 
where?" he hastily inquired, stooping at the 
same time to examine my features, as I was 
fitting cross-legged on the mat. ^^ Truly," 
continued he, ** I have seen that face before 
—come to the l%ht; let me be certain.*' 
So saying, he bade me arise, and I obeyed. 
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" Yes," said he, " I have seen that &ce 
before." — ** I think in the Asseerghur ^en," 
I responded. " In the glen !" said he. 
*^. What ! art thou the youth to whom I 
gave a ring?" I told him I was the same; 
and, mindful of my promise, had sought 
him in Indore in vain, and had now sought . 
further, and fouiid him in Satarah. *' And 
dost thou then take so great an interest 
in niy fate, as to follow me from place to 
place? This is kindness I have been of 
late little used to. — But your arm bleeds ! 
I fear I ain the cause of much bloodalied. — 
Say, where got you that frightful wound?" 
I observed, it was a mere scratch — ^the con- . 
sequence of my own rashness. " Rather of ^ 
your valour," said he; " for I guess how if 
is ; but it must be bound up, and thus the 
blood staunched." So sayii^, he drew my 
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coat, which I had taken off, over nty shoul-< 
ders, and began to bind it round my wounded 
arm. This sudden and unexpected act made 
me bare my right arm, on which was fixed 
the silver kurdoorah. He started, and ex- 
claimed, " What ! what do I see ? Nay, I 
am blind — my eyes are old, and fail me ! 
It cannot be ! — let me look again. It is the 
same ! Where got you that chain ? — ^speak ! 
torture me not a moment longer !'* — ^' It is 
my own," I replied, " and I feel I am in 
the presence of him who first bound it 
round my loins." — " My son, my son !" 
curled the old man, as I fell upon my knees 
^js^nd called him father ! A moment was 
^passed in deep silence, which ended in a 
sBower of tears, that, streaming down my 
father's venerable beard, fell warm upon 
my head. I can make no attempt to de-* 
VOL. itu N 
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scribe my feelings at that moment, or to do 

->- 
justice to the scene. It was a feast of un- 

speakable joy to my heart — a moment worth 
years of adversity ! 

As soon as the old man was more com- . 
posed, he requested to know by what acci- 
dent I had learned that his recognition of 
the chain would warrant me in concluding 
I was his son. I related to him all that 
Shewdhut Wanee had informed me of. At 
the name of Wanee he wept aloud, and 
desired me to state the particulars of his 
disappearance, as he understood fix)m Na-, 
roba I could give him every particular re- 
specting it. I then entered into the melan- 
choly detail once more. It was frequently 
interrupted in the recital by his tears and 
bitter invocations against the perpetrators 
of the deed. He then referred to the kup- 
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doorah, and exdaimed* ^^Oh ! that was a 

*• 

night of horrorsi when I put this chain 
around thy infant body — it was a bloody 
deed, my Jeoba !" — " Is Jeoba, then, 
my name ?" I eagerly inquired. ** It is 
thy name, my son, and happy was the 
day to me that gave tKee birth; for, not- 
withstanding the machinations of my most 
deadly foes, Heaven has brought thee to my 
arms !"— " May you be successful against your 
enemies !'' I now observed, in order to lead 
away the conversation from myself. " Your 
claims to the musnud of Satarah are just; 
and you have stout hearts devoted to you, 
my father, among your troops."— ^** Ah, 
my son! would this dispute might be set- 
ded amicably ! Would that Giuiput Rao, 
your unnatural uncle, could be induced to 
acknowledge my claims, and forego further 
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bloodsfied !"— " As long as he believes I 
am'not forthcoming," I replied, " he might 
shew ft readiness so to do, and wave his 
claim until after your decease, when Maha- 
*'^ ^^^9 ^^^ ^^9 would succeed to the mugnud.'* 

— « Then must our present relationship re- 
main a secret," said my father. " I have 
* ^ applied to the English government to in- 

terfere and adjust our quarrel; or, if they 
refuse to do so, that they will allow their 
agent here to appoint an arbitration, and 
see that all is fairly and honourably con- 
ducted. Thus Gunput will not dare to 
commit any outrage, should the decision 
be given in my favour ; although, by his in- 
trigues, he will endeavour to effect all that 
bribery and influence can accomplish, to 
secure in his interest the persons to whom 
the settlement of the cause is entrusted.'* 
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— ** Justice, however, must prevail," said I'; 
" and when you are acknowledged the real 
successor, then will I openly, and not until 
then, address you as my father." 

Sevaje assenting, we turned to other mat- 
ters; and he demanded how it was pos- 

w 

sible I had been preserved, amid the perils 
I must have undergone, and then miracu- 
lously appeared at so critical a time ? I re- 
plied, that no one but he who sought for 
my destruction could account for my escape 
in infancy, and that in due time I would 
relate to him all my history, and the minute 
events of my chequered existence, which 
had so singularly brought me into the arms 
of a father and a king. I remarked, that 
of the particulars of his quarrels with his 
relentless brother, Gunput Rao, I had also 
acquired some knowledge. My father was 
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gine we had been betrothed in our infancy.'' 
— ^^'^ This is indeed eiLtraordinary^" observed 
my father. ** Where could you have met 
lier ? How could you have fallen in with 
bar?" I said I would unfold all to him, 
when he had done relating his own his^ 
tory. 

<^ The will of grea<t X>um be accom^- 
plished I** said my &th«r^ who then pro*- 
ceededr ^ After yoAi bad beea betrothed to 
Sagoonah) the rage of Gunput Ilao» your 
unde, ki^w no limitB, and put on such a 
deadly appearance, that I conceived it pru* 
dent to quit my place of reridence, and 
retire with you (then an in&nt, and my 
only o£&pring) to a small estate which I 
possessed in the Chandore territory* Hav-^ 
ing some business to transact previously at 
Indore, I visited it for the purpose, and left 
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It one rainy evening. With the ready mo- 
n«i;^ I had about me, I purchased there for 
you the silver kurdoorah, which I thought 
remarkably elegant, and fastened it around 
your waist myself. Proud of the orna- 
ment, you frequently tottered beside me, 
until I feared you would be fatigued before 
you would let me take you up in my arms 
-again. After sunset^ about the space of an 
hour had elapised, when we were surrounded 
by armed men, among whom I discovered 
your revengeful uncle. * Seize the mis- 
creant !" he cried ; * bear away that child-^ 
obey your orders!' At that moment you 
were forcibly taken from me, and your 
uncle's dagger entered my body. The ruf- 
fiana departed immediately when I fell, to 
satiate themselves (so I reflected, for I had 
foil possession of my senses) with your in* 
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nocent blood. I shortly befanie insensible^ 
and knew nothing more until I found my- 
self stretched upon a comfortable bed, and 
watched with great solicitude. I shall pass 
over the many days that elapsed before I 
recovered, and* merely inform you, that the 
kind man to whom I owe my life was Shew- 
dhut Wanee, of Ihdore. He told me he had 
been to Oogein, and on his return found 
me weltering in my blood. Discovering 
signs of life, he placed me in the hands of 
"two coolies who were attending him, and 
despatched his servants in search of the 
assassins. It need scarcely be repeated, 
that all search after them proved ineffec- 
tual. You may now not be surprised at 
my sorrow on hearing of the fate pf Shew- 
dhut, and that for his interference in my 
<:oncerns he lost his life. He knew my rank 
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and expectations; he was well«acquaint«d 
with my misfortunes, and promised to affiurd 
me all the help in his power, 6n his return 
irom Marwar (for which he shcntly set out), 
provided I had not succeeded before that 
time in obtaining justice on my enemies. 
As the rajah of Satarah was deposed, it did 
not then seem the most eligible time for 
asserting my claims; and, not wishing lb 
crmiinate my brother, or try to gain re^ 
dress against him and security for the. fu- 
ture, while the issue of my applicatioa 
mi^t be doubtful, I determined to live as 
n i^ecluse, until affairs at Satarah 'became 
more favourable to my views* Should such 
a time arrive, I thought I might intimidate 
•Gunpiity fay threatening to.expose him and 
bring him to jusdce^ if he threw aky ob^ 
stacles in my way. Alas I: I little Itnew the 
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ioiplacability of his dUpositiaa — the de^>e- 
rate daring of his chariMCter ! 

" After living a^ne years in retirement, I 
visited Shewdhjut^ who tc^ i^e he was going 
to Satarah on his mercantile affiSursis and I 
requested him^ at the sa^pe tipie? to try and 
gain inteUigenee <^ Guppu^ and his plans, 
and pa^rticulafly %o dj^icovei*, if possibly 
whether ysm were aljve .and with hki;^, a^d 
what were tfce reports tb^t fcad been circar 
lated respecting our disappciaranee* Ife 
, promisied to use his upmost exerdcptns to 
discover what I required. On bis return 
I once nM>re ^nierged froiin the ^fpo^ and 
went to his houses He fftat^d th^t bi& bro- 
ther bad placed hina^elf ppp,:^ ^ Jitter, and 
had been thus conveyed to. S^taraby pre- 
tending he bad bee^iwaylf^id while in Jcom- 
pany \^th me : that Qur liv^s 3iad . been: at- 
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tempted ; that, in defending myself, I had 
held up my child, which was stabbed to the 
heart ! In short, that he himself was left 
for dead, and plundered of every thing 
valuable about him ! It appeared that he 
acted his part marvellously well : every one 
gave him credit for shedding tears of ge- 
nuine sorrow ; especially as he exhibited a 
letter, purporting to be written by his * dear 
brother' at Indore, inviting him thither for 
the express purpose of settling all their dis- 
putes, and arranging for ever the causes of 
the unhappy differences that had subsisted 
between them, and stating his own claims 
to the throne to be false. This letter 
Shewdhut told me bore my signature ; 
and so well was it imitated, that no one 
doubted its being a faithful document, and 
none, therefore, were likely to dispute the 
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tale my brother had imposed upon th^fti. 
That he might the better deceive the peo- 
ple, he gave out that it was his determina- 
tion to resign the world ; and, with his son 
Mahadeo, he had left Satarah, and not been 
heard of there from that time. 

" Such was the account which Shewdhut 
brought me, and which I must confess 
struck me with amazement. Why Gunput 
should resign the world, possessing the am- 
bitious views he did, was a problem beyond 
my power to solve, even by conjecture. In 
all likelihood, finding he could not suc- 
ceed whether I was living or dead (there 
being no hope of the rajah again sitting on 
the throne at that time), he made up his 
mind to quit Satarah, lest ^ome unforeseen 
event should develop his ferocious attempt 
on my life and on that of my son. 
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Shewdhut could tell me no more of you 
than what I have stated already; namely, 
timt, having used you as a shield to cover 
my own body, you had been stabbed, and 
thus perished. Nothing new occurred to 
me for some time. I selected the glen of 
Asseerghur for my place of retreat, known 
only to Shewdhut. One day a go$sein beg- 
ged admittance to my cottage; and, ever 
ready to shelter a weary traveller, I ad- 
,mitted him. He told me his name was 
Gabbage Gousla. His manners were sin- 
gular, and, to me, unaccountably strange. 
He did not remain long; and I thought 
little about it, except that he disguised his 
features as much as possible, and spoke a 
very few words, and those apparently in a 
feigned voice. It was not until conversing 
with you on the same spot, and your in- 
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forming me Ounput Rao walked the earth 
in the disguise jof a gossein, aiid with the 
name of Oabbage, that I knew it. The tirtlth 
then flashed upon my mind ; I felt certain 
that he must have recognized me, and this 
at once accounted for his constrained and 
odd manners." . '^ 

After «mentioning that nearly about the 
same time two females had taken shelter in 
his x^ottage, who> I informed him» were Sa- 
goonah and her aunt, my father continued : 
" Feeling certain," said he, " that my cruel 
brother meditated a fresh attack upon my 
life^ I left my place of refuge, and once 
more bent my steps to Indore : there my 
friend Shewdhut concealed me. The war 
was then raging ; and I felt assured that, if 
the English were disposed to act with jus- 
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tice, they would not fail to reinstate the 
deposed rajali of Satarah. It turned out 
that they did so; and I therefore requested 
Shewdhut to gain for me some intelligence 
upon which I could rely, respecting the 
plans and objects of my wicked brother. 
He confirmed me in the surmises that I felt 
in consequence of your information in'*the 
glen. Shewdhut went further than I had 
commissioned him to do; for, learning 
from some disaffected jagheerdars at Sata- 
rah, that there was much doubt as to * the 
truth of my being really dead ; and they 
evincing great partiality towards me, and 
equal abhorrence aV the idea of my brother 
becoming king, he told one of them, named 
Canooje, that I was then alive at Indore. 
' Canooje, much pleased at this intelligence. 
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left Satarah with Shewdhut, and presented 
himself before me, urging me to come for- 
ward, and assert my right to the musnud ; 
he assured me that there was a powerful 
party ready to support my cause. Thus 
encouraged, I consented to make the at- 
tempt; and, finding the present rajah was 
in a sickly 4^tate, and that no time must be 
lost, I promised to enter Satarah in secret ; 
and when a sufficient number of men were 
raised and organized to support me, I 
agreed that I would openly declare myself. 
*' A curious circumstance occurred about 
this time, which tended^trongly to confirm 
me in my new resolution. It was during 
Shewdhut's second absence at Satarah, that 
an old woman came to Shewdhut's house : 
she perceived that I avoided her, as I ne» 
cessarily did all strangers. She called out 
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after me, saying, * Why fly you from your 
friends, my Iwd, the king ?' — * King ?* I 
ejaculated. * Aye, king !' she replied ; * for 
he who claims a throne shall not succeed, 
and he who has not claimed, may — I shall 
follow you.' After she was gone away, I 
heard she was considered a witch at Indore, 
and tftat her name was Dhankin Bhowanee." 
— Here I interrupted Sevaje, by saying, 
" Bhowanee ! why that is the name of her 
who conducted me to these chambers V — 
" The same," said my father ; " and a most 
useful chainnel of communication I have 
found her, between myself and the band in 
the cavern. I am at a complete loss to dis^ 
cover what her motives are for spring m« 
so zealously ; but there is no doubt we shall 
one day discover. Her appearance removes 
suspicion; no one suspects her of being *a 
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messenger of mine, and her services have 
been most important" I theh remarked 
upon the strangeness of the circumstance^ 
and inquired how my father himself ob- 
tained admittance to the fort. He said, 
" By chance : a relation of my wife's was 
the officer in charge of the arsenal; and 
Bhowanee, assuming the character of a 
dealer in fruit and vegetables^ introduced 
herself to him, and informed him of my 
existence; also requesting him to aid in 
secreting me for a short time. He re^ily 
gave his consent, and I followed the old 
woman in the character of a porter to this 
place. To deceive the sentinelsfmy friend 
here sent another man down the bill with 
the woma^n, dressed. much as I was; and 
thus my presence is not suspected, and I 
nm, perhaps, ifi a place of greater secvt* 
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rity than, elsewhere. By means of Bhow- 
anee^ I have been enabled to convey my 
wishes to Canooje, Naroba, and my other 
brave friends and officers. Your stay here 
now must be short; but we may soon hope 
to meet again under better auspices. Be- 
fore you depart, however, you must inform 
me of every thing respecting Sagoonah ; 
for she has an uncle, a rich banker here, 
who has engaged himself on the side of 
Gunput, and is determined to bestow her 
haiid on his son M ahadeo." — " My dear 
father," I answered, " be assured she is in 
safety, and beyond the reach of both Gun- 
put and her uncle ! She is now in Bom^ 
bay, and I am anxious to send her intelli- 
gence respecting myself, for it is long since 
I have done so, and her bosom i^4x>m by a 
thousand conflicting doubts and apprehen«» 
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fiions respecting my safety/* My father then 
said he would procure me a trusty mesv 
senger, who would safely take what I had 
to communicate ; but that, not being pre- 
sent nor within call, it would be better I 
should give him my message, and he would 
take care it was forwarded, instructing the 
hiroiirrah himself. I consequently gave my 
father the neceiSsary information to convey. 
I was about to depart, when I heard that, 
the old woman was gone, but had left word 
she would await my arrival at her lonely hut. 
Dressed as a servant of the keeper of the 
arsenal^with whom I set off, I accompanied 
hinju as far as the city, and then/ bidding 
him adieu, hastened to Bhowanee's hut 

I now felt like a new man — my spirits 
were raised and my heart lightened by joay 
interview ; sa that I was almost a different 
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being. 1 was no longer fatherless, but had 
beobme of importance in society ! I felt 
that happiness might yet be mine, and I 
bounded over the road with -astonishing 
alacrity. Just as I reached the wood in 
which the hut of old Bhowanee stood^ a 
cassid or letter-carrier passed me. Know- 
ing he was the bearer of the English post, 
and on his way to Poona, I hailed him, and 
asked what the news was. " The rajah is 
dead !" he replied ; and continuing his pace 
too fast for me to keep upivith him, I could 
learn nothing more. I now felt that this 
was to me a most awful crisis. Now must 
we either stand or fall for ever! and the 
importance of this intelligence so occupied 
my thoughts, that I was close to the old 
woman's hut, before I imagined I had gcfke 
half>the distance. I . found her within,'and 
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communicated to her what I had heard 
from the cassid. She told me she bad heard 
the evening before that the rajah was not 
expected t;o live many hours. I begged her 

'^ to proceed, and shew me the way to the ca- 

vern. She said, in reply, that she must 
hasten away to Satarah, lest Sevaje should 
^ish to communicate with Naroba on the 
aifair, and that I must patiently await her 
return. This was a delay I little expected, 
but to which I was obliged to make up my 

1 mind. It was evening before she returned ; 

and then «. she bade me follow her, and she 
would conduct me to the guide who would 
see me safe to the cavern. She led the way 
to a rude hovel ; and, knocking at the door 
^ee times, a man appeared, to whom she 

f ' gave her despatches, and, pointing to me, 
turned away towards her own habitation. 
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On my arrival at our place of security, I 
informed Naroba of the death of the rajah. 
He observed that the time was now come to 
bestir ourselves ; but first proceeded to read 
the despatches from Sevaje^ which he found 
contained the same intelligence- Sevaje 
also acquainted him that he had prepared 
a document to be presented to the minis- 
ters and the British Resident, claiming his 
right of succession to the throne; and add- 
ing, that he hoped Gunput Rao would be 
prevailed upon to submit the dispute to 
arbitration, and thus prevent tumult and 
bloodshed. He farther required us to re- 
main in peace, and we sliould receive early 
intelligence from him of the result of the 
requisition which he had made. He fur- 
ther stated th^t, if his proposal were agreed 
to by the opposite party, he should nomi- 
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nate Naroba as one of the punchayet, to 
which his claims should be submitted. In 
order to induce Gunput. Rao to come more 
readily into the measure, Sevaje had pledged 
his word to bury'in oblivion the attempt 
that had been made by Gunput upon his 
own life, and the murder of his child. He 
concluded by saying, that he eagerly awaited 
the reply of Gunput; and that he had every 
hope the dispute would be terminated with- 
out further bloodshed. If it were not, he 
had left no means untried towards its being 
done peaceably; and he was cl^r of all . 
the consequences that might arise out of a 
different line of conduct on the part of 
his brother. Upon receiviifg Gunput's an- 
swer, Sevaje promised to. forward another 
despatch. 
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CHAP. XI. 

I SHALL henceforth relate the progress of 
events as they imfolded themselves. The 
reader of these my memoirs wiUnnderstand^ 
that all which I detail as having taken place 
before I again meet my father I glean from 
the despatches which almost daily readied 
US from Satarah, or from the direct com* 
mimications of those concerned, unless it 
may be any thing in winch I was personally 
concerned. Ghinput Rao took several dajrs 
to consider the contents of my father's com* 
mtmication. With the conviction of my 
non-existence, he at last consented to an 
arbitration, relying on my father's promise 
of not divulging, either on the trial or after- 
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wards, the attempt made \xfon his life ; and 
further, that as my fiidter*s troops had de- 
prived him of great part of the arrears of 
the estate, that he should not be called upcm 
to refund any money that might appear to 
be against him and in my father's favour. 
This being agreed to on the part of Sevi^e, 
the ]:Hreliminary conditions were signed by 
both parties. Naroba was nominated on 
the side of my father ; and the rich banker, 
Sagoonah's uncle, on the part of Gunput 
Rao : the two others next named were my 
fetber's friend, who filled the office of dewan 
at Satarah ; and LucknuchundBaboolchund, 
the fanner of Gunpufs estate : the Britidi 
resident presided as umpire. This last ar- 
rangemait was vehem^itly opposed by Gun- 
put; but the resident dec Wed no ai'bitra- 
tion dMmkl take {dace unless he were pre* 

o2 
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sent as umpire, and Gunput was obliged to 
submit. Nar6ba now. prepared to leave tis 
to proceed to Satarah and sit in the court of 
punchayet, and I requested leave to ac- 
company him part of the way thither, as I 
was now able to jfiiid my way back to the 
fort or cavern without a guide. Unwilling 
to make any display of pomp or parade, 
Narobd determined to proceed on foot We 
set out accordingly one morning very early^ 
and just ^as we were entering a deep valley, 
which led by the shortest cut into the main 
road, old Bhowanee appeared, spreading 
wide her shrivelled arms, and crying, '' Stojk 
stop ! there is danger in the glen — advance, 
and you die !" I observed to Naroba, " Can 
this be possible ? Can Gunput Rao act so 
treacherously as to murder, one of my fa- 
ther's^ arbitrators in so public a manner ?' 
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— ** I tell ypu true," said the old woman ; 
^^ hapten round yonder hill : > from thence 
there is an open and safe path ; 'tis a long 
way round, but delay not a moment." We 
thanked her, and offered her a present of 
some gold ; but she turned away from it, 
saying, " Away ! — avjirice'guides not my ac- 
tions— :away, away !" 

^^ This is a strange being," Iremiirk^d to 
N^roba, as soon as we were out of her hear- 
ing; ^^ what is the reason she takes such an 
interest in Sevaje*s affiiirs?" He said, in 
reply, no one knew, but the time would 
H^bably soon arrive when she might be 
brought to explain her motives. He com- 
mented severely on the treacherous act of 
Gunput Rao to Waylay him, and observed 
that it must be noticed, for he had no claim 
BOW to be treated with like an open and ho- 
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nonrable disputant, but la be crushed and 
put to death for an assassin. I obserred, diat 
this was veiy true, bu^ we could not ^nrore 
any thing against hun beyond the words of 
the old woman, and they would have but 
Uttle weight in the court Naroba seined 
convinced I was right, and saying nothing 
in reply, moved forward in silence. On 
arriving at the hill on which Satarah stands, 
I bade him fareweU, hoping he would let 
me hear from*time to time how the business 
proceeded; which he promised to do, and 
we separated. 

Our band in the cavam was now cosg^ 
manded by a sirdar named Jysing, a Raj- 
poot of great valour and personal str^igth* 
Nothing occurred for two di^s after my re- 
turn from Naroba. At length a despatch 
came, announcing his safe arrival, and diat 
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tJie arbitraljon had sat im(» upon the cause 
for whidi they were summoued, ai^d that '}t 
both disputants had entered into an engpige^ 
ment to abide by the jud^aent fAv&x^ It 
appe^ired that Gunput had brought up the 
old story ctf the washerwoman agiun^ and ^ 
endeavoured, to prove my father basely born ; 
so that, from the nature of the investigation 
required^ the business was likely to con- 
tinue a long whiJU in hand. At leuglb tho 
conclusion tpok plac^ and the award vra^ 
made out ; but the umpire, aware of the 
hosdle forces of each party being in the 
i^ini^i declared he would not announce it. ^ 
until die armed bands of both parties ap-> 
peared before the palace-gates, and sur* 
r^idered their arms. In the despatch whidb: ' 
communicated this intelligence^. Naroba 
mentioned his having written to me ex^ 
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pressly some days before, and given me joy 
on the event of the trial. It . was therefore 
cleaf that my father had made known' to 
mm the relation in which we stood to each* 
other, coniceiving, as the matter at isstie 
was i&ariy concluded, there could be no 
danger in so doing. I was at a loss, how- 
ever, to account for the non-receipt of such 
a letter. ' I feared, as it had miscarried,, it 
had fellen into the hands of Gunptit or his 
party. Still I apprehended no danger, even 
if this ferocious man should discover my 
near connexion with Sevaje, as the business 
was settled, and he had bound himself to 
abide by the decree of the arbitrators. 

At last the day that was fixed for our 
marching upon Satarah, to deliver up our 
arms before the palace-gates, arrived. The 
award was still a secret to all but the ar- 
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bitrators ; and they had been kept in the J^ 7 
palace, l^t through their means it should^ 
by any chance be made public. The anxiety 
manifested by the people was at its highest 
pitch of excitemtilt, and crowds awaited 
the arrival of the hostile bands with great 
anxiety. Jysing, although about to surren-. 
der up his arms, determined to keep up the 
dignity of the soldier to the last moment, 
and ordered every man to be prepared as 
if going to battle on the morrow. In con- 
sequence of these orders, swords were sharp- 
ened, horses caparisoned, and armour exa- 
mined and securely buckled on ; so that we 
made, on the whole, a very imposing shew. 
Two hundred of the number were mounted, 
and the remainder acted as infantry. I was 
mounted on Naroba's Arab war-horse, and 
never felt so proud and elated in my life. 
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At length I thought my miseries were aver : 
I was no longer to be a wanderer over the 
country — an outcast, without a place to re^ 
pose in ; h\Lt I might look forward to quiet 
and enjoyment We proceeded to the open 
road Jby the hiU, where I had last parted 
from Naroba : the spot was about four 
miles from Satarah. When we had got round 
the hill to a place where we could com* 
mand a view of the road, we saw the ecnrps 
of Gunput Bao proceeding slowly towards 
Satarah« On seeing us approach, they 
halted, and held out a white flag ^ a token 
of amity, and we did the same. We na- 
turally imagined firom this, that they were 
anxious we should all arrive together, and 
at the same moment, under the gates of tbe 
palace ; and we accordingly approached 
them, greeting them a^ friends. When we 
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^were n^dy dose to thenij itowever, Jy^ng, 
whose eye was upon die sl^htest movement 
among tbenv espied the sword of their C(»n- 
manding-c^cer oc chieftain half unsheathed 
as it were iinpatieiuiy« Convinced tjiere 
was treachery before him, he gave hi* men, 
tbe,w^d to httlt, and draw their swordsy 
but not to advance^ acting solely on the de- 
fensive^ and awaiting the intentions of the 
enemy. Nanna was dose by my sidey and 
said^ "Pandck), we shdl have hot work-— 
we shall he attacked !** The words were 
scarcely spoken before the coi^uct of Guo* 
put became dear, hy his cavaky forming, 
and charging us with great fury. Our m^ 
were dreadfully exasperated at such un* 
heard-of tr^adiery* They received the 
charge like wdl-trained soldiens, furious as 

. it was; and our detadunents were so Rearly 

* 
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equal, fcr Canooje's corps had hot yet joined 
us, that we were horee to horse m the ca- 
valry, and nearly man to man in the in- 
fantry. The latter having discharged a 
volley at each other, flung away their match- 
locks, drew their swords, and fought hand 
to hand. At a distance, giving his orders, 
stood my treacherous uncle Gunput; while 
his son Mahadeo, and Kokoo his chief offi- 
cer, led on his men. Nanna speedily got 
engaged with Mahadeo. Both were mount- 
ed, and fought with deadly anger. Nanna 
was an. excellent swordsman, and Mahadeo 
had acquired no small dexterity among the 
Pindarees. While they were in the height 
of their combat, Kokoo observed me near, 
and singling me out, made a furious charge 
upon ine. He sat his horse firmly, and ap- 
proached, shaking his two-edged sword, and 
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gnashing his teeth with passion. When he 
came up to mei he cried^ ** I hate found 
thee at last, thou would-be king!'' His 
horse was tall, and my little Arab wheeling 
at the instant he came up to me, to avoid 
the shock which would have overturned us, 
he passed me with the impetus of his horse's 
motion ; and before he could wheel round 
to face me again, I was close in his rear« 
This gave me a great advantagie. I had 
now reason to rejoice at my good sword 
practice; for whatever skill ) possessed, I 
knew I should have occasion for it with 
Kokoo, who was a skilful swordsman and 
a bold enemy, but rather too forward atid 
choleric. He cut at me with such fury at 
first, I could do little more than parry his 
blows. Of the state of the combat around 
me, I knew nothing. Kokoo's violence, 
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howeyer, got the better of his skill; he 
b^an to strike slower, and gave me the op- 
portunity of cutting at him occasionally, 
though without effect At length we ceased, 
as it were by a tacit and mutual consent ;> 
and wtule thus taking breath, I perceived a 
reinfbrcement of the enemy approadiing. 
My heart sickened at the sight, and I made 
up my mind not to perish unrevenged ; when 

« 

I heard the cry of " Canooje !" from our 
own men. This revived me a little. " We 
shall still retrieve our fortune^" thought I; 
and raising my sword, I became the ag-« 
gressor in attacking my antagonist Kokoo's 
eyes flashed fire : he defended himself dec- 
teroudy, and soon converted niy attack into 
a defence, by severing the reins in my left 
hand, so that my well-trained horse was no 
longer manageable. I saw my danger, m« 
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standy dkrooimted with a spring towards the *^^ 
rear of Kokoo's animal, and iSinist my 
sword into its flank at the same ihstant, and 
all as it were by one effort. Horse and 
rider both fell; but Kokoo was on^hislegs 
bdbre I could touch him, and being bodi 
now upon an equality, we hacked away 
without mercy. I had the advantage in 
height, and my antagonist in strength. At 
last he woun<fed me in the left shoulder by 
a slanting blow, and at the same moment I 
succeeded in cutting the cloth that fastened 
on his turban, just grazing his chin. The 
tarban soon fell off; while, enraged heywd 
measure, he dealt a blow at me which had 
settled for ever all our enmity, had not I 
luckily contrived, more by chance than de- 
sign, to rec^ve it on my shield, which it 
p^ietrated half through, though made of 
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rhinoqei^os' hide. My next cut, however, 
made at his bare head, before he could 
recover his guard, told home. My superior 
. stjiture gave me more power in striking that . 
part of the body than any other, and my. 
^vord entered his uncovered skull with such ; 
violence that it snapt in my hand ! From. 
Kokoo I had no more to dread ; and taking 
up the weapon that dropped from his un- 
nerved and yet quivering fingers, I was. 
enabled to breathe a moment in comparative 
safety again. 

Nanna, who had been as obstinately en- 
gaged as myself with my cousin Mahadeo,. 
was the first object that caught my view. . . 
He wai^ standing with his uplifted sword 
* over Mahadeo, who lay stretched on the^ 
I * ground, mortally wounded. The. combat. , 

'^ still raged around me, save in the imme- 
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diate spot where Nanna and Mahadeo had 
fought. Resting on my sword a moment, 
ere I went to the assistance of my friends on 
the other part of the ground, I saw old 
Bhowanee rush past me towards the spot 
where lay the fainting Mahadeo. She ut- 
tered something which I was too distant, 
and too much occupied to hear ; but Nanna 
told me afterwards that she screamed out, 

« 

" Thou art there — thou art dying ! Thou 
knowest me (which it appeared Mahadeo 
did, by his horror at her presence). Did I 
-^ 'not tell thee I should exult over thee one 
day? Did not I tell thy father the sod 
should be thy only crown — the grave thy 
palace — the dust thy bed of state ? Govin- 
dah, my son, thou art avenged V' She was 
the same hag whom Mahadeo described he 
had encount^ed amid the terrors of the pit| 






* 



I'' 



S0& PANDURANG HARI. 

where he buried the carcoon. * The dyiiig 
man seemed as if he would liave answered 
her, and muttered something which could 
liot be understood ; while havingspoken the 
foregoing words, Bhowanee walked as 

, quickly away as her aged and shrireUed 

« 

limbs would allow* 

But, to return to the battle, which still, 
raged with great bitterness. Giinput Raor 
finding Kokoo had £sdlen, rushed among the 
combatants, and incited his party to freshi 
estertions. Age did not seem to dlackeii^his, 
dcourage, nor remorse to make terrible to 
him the jUrospect of danger. Just at tjiis. 
period, and before victory- had declared it*- 
self f(^ either party, a strong body of 'Eng-', 
H^ cavalry came down upon us,, and, com* 
manding us to deinst, made U9 all prisoner^, 
with Gunput Rao at the head of his ^rty,. 
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i¥ho seemed mortified to the quick, and bit 
his lips witti 'rage. Canooje was killed, 
and Jysi^ was badly wounded; I had re- 
cdyed several slight scars, besides that which 
Kokoo inflicted upon me. Nanna escaped 
unhurt ; but ^ almost all our jummahdars 
were badly wounded, alid we had seventy 
men killed. Our antagonists also suffered 
severely ; Kokoo and Mahadeo, with four of 
their cfaiefWns, were killed, and siitty men, 
besides t^fenty badly wounded. ^T^ius ter- 
minated this bloody conflict, so wickedly 
planned by my cruel uncle, who had no . 
doubt obtained a knowledge, by some secret 
means, of the result (^ the arbitration being 
in Sevaje^s favour, and also of my being in 
eads^nee. What his ultimate object was 
in Aus attacking us I coidd not conjecture, 
ttolesB he was actusted by revenge sloner fat 
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if he had succeeded in annihilating our 
whole force, my father was still safe in Sa- 
tarah, Gunput Rao would not, therefore, 
have been one step nearer a throne; for 
had Mahadeo survived, his father's conduct, 
after our destruction, would have operated 
to prevent his succession. The violation of 
his word to the English resident, and his^ 
attacking us so close to Satarah, would have 
been sufficient to effect this. 

The officer in command of the English 
troops would not be supposed Ip know which 
party were the aggressors. We were all 
obliged to submit to be his prisoners, until 

he received orders from tlie resident how 

-■> 

to dispose of us. Gunput Rao marched at 

_j • 

the head of the whole party, guarded closely; . 

behind him were Nanna and myself; and 

j^n iame tb^ oth^r officers iodiscrinunately. 
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In this order we arrived at the city gates, 
and were just entering, when Bhowanee 
crossed our march, in front of Gunput 
Rao, and pointing %t him, set up a hideous 
scream, betweeir a laiigh and a shriek, and 
mingled among the crowd. My uncle's 
countenance saw her not unmoved, but he 
uttered not a syllable* The multitude fol- 
lowed us to the durbar, and the whole city 
was in the utmost consternation. 

It appeared subsequently that Gunput 
Rao's plans extended teyond the attack of 
ovir J>arty. We learned that Sevaje, deem- 
ing it proper he should appear at the head 
of his friends, as Gunput Rao was to appear 
with his. followers in person, had left Sa- 
tarah, an<!l Was proceeding to meet us on our 
road, when he was surrounded by ten men 
of Gunput*s corps, who were taking him off. 
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when the English came up with them, re- 
leased him, and sent him back to Satarah 
with a guard. How the British troops came 
so opportunely to the spot where we were 
engaged, I did not a^ first discover. It 
appeared afterwards that the resident, in 
order to give all the effect possible to the 
development of the award to the parties and 
the people, and to confer all the dignity 
he could upon the j)roclamation of a suc- 
cessor to the musnud, bad ordered the troops 
out accordingly, and they were under arms, 
waiting the arrival kA the bostile parties. 
The delay in our appearance occasioned^a 
strong suspidon that every thing wq^ not 
correct, and that, on the part of Gunput 
Rao, there was some foul pliky. Appre- 
hensions were also entertained for the safety 
of my father, who had been seen to set out 
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alone to join his soldiers. The resident was 
deliberating on what step he should take, 
when intell^ence w;as brought to the durbar 
that Gunput JUq's troops had atta9ked 
those of Sevifje 104 their^ tfiarch. A strong 
detachment of cavalry was instantly sent off, 
, with orders to protect Se^aje, who was on 
his way to meet his troops, unsuspicious 
of treachery. The English cavalry soon 
cam^ up with Sevaj^ who had been made 

seni hira back to the city, escorted, as before 
stated, by a guard. The remainder arrived 
in ti^ie to prevent further bloodshed, and 
to make all on both sides prisoners. 

Upon our asriyal at the mansion of the 
English resident, we were ordared to lay 
ddwn ou|r arms : and as soon as it was 4is^ 



4 

s 



312 PANDURANG HARl, 

covered that we were not the aggressors, 
we were all released, both officers and men. 
Gunput Rao was kept a close prisoner, and 
his men werd marched off to a distance in 
separate parties, so as to disperse them as far 
from each other as possible ; and then, after 
being warned not to be found again in arms, 
they were set at liberty. My father was 
sitting near the resident when I entered the 
hall ; and on seeing me, rushed into -my 
ajg^s, exclaiming, " My son, my son V The 
resident had heard of me before, and was 
consequently not unprepared for what he 
saw: he congratulated my father upon 
once more beholding me. Faint from fa- 
tigue and loss of blood, I was obliged to 
retire, and was conducted to my bed. The 
proclamation of the true successor to the 
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Satarah musnud was deferred until the fol- 
lowing day, that I might not be excluded 
from a participation in the ceremony. 

Ganput Rao, * in the meanwhile, was 
outrageous at being derived of his liberty. 
He demanded to be set firee ; but qo atten- 
don being paid to his requests, he at last 
mai4tained a sullen silence. Unfortunately 
for him, anodier cause had arisen to add to 

" the heavy vengeance that hung oVer his head. 

« 

A conspiracy was detected at Poona, to ^- 

• 

cite a rebellion, and induce the inhabitants 
to throw off the British yoke. The con- 
spirators also were discovered to be cMry- 
ing on certain treasonable practices b^ond 
that city. Several of the ringleaders, among 
whom were a Brahmin and a goldsmith, 
were, blown from guns, by the orders of the 
British resident Some of the conspirators 
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cgqld not be fi^od. Oae, bowevw, w« 
kA(^wti, to be GmipiU Rao, tUf aspirant to 
the Sat^urnh tbl^ooe ; |U3id his 6ieo^ 9X Pqo9A 
o|iIy ^waited the tidiq^ of bis success at 
S^tarah^ to carry intp. execvftion the jopst 
violei^jt,^ their measures^' Such wa# the 
at^te pf B^Smrh whe^ a«i: ejtpiress arrived 
from PoQim, pn th^ diQriiQr fether was to be 
pijoolaimed) ord^tmg ibe Sat^mh resident to 
arrest and detain Cb^p^t 6#P until proof 
cpuld be pi:^iM5ed gainst bim. The re- 
sidmiti upon thisi. b«d my uncle brou^t 
before him, aod openly ch^i^ed him vfitih 
maif^raetices^ at Pqod9« Qunput^ seeing all 
was known and eonceidment >uAei99%. boldly 
ff^knowladged h^a sb^riQ ib Ae.pi^ md tbut 
b^'lFafi one of tib^ conspil!alx»rsi» He was re* 
manded to^prisoB, ^nd^his confteion repoctr 
edtothftarosidAnt^FooBa; »4kile a sepamte 



d^^f^tqb AnnpiifiM^ the d^ci8i€(& ^ :^e at* 
faitr^toir^ t!9$pectmg n^ M^9 f^^ th^ ontr- 

ta murder, us mwyyeAT&Qgo. The.r^sideia 
cocstmunkated ihia purt of ihe despatch to 
my &tihe$^3 deTOwading if it were the truth. 
Sevaje repUed, . he would r,iUher ^ be sil^t 
upon his brother's crimes, and most par- 
ticularly upon those he now alluded po; but 
he was compelled to acknowledge the report 
was but too true. The resident urging him 
still further, h^ related the whole affair. 

The royal succession was announced with 
great pomp. I was just able to go through the 
ceremony, seated by jny father's side, though 
the proclamation was not long in reading : it 
was read in the Mahratta and English lan- 
guages; after which, discharges of cannon 
and voUies of muis]cetry resotinded on every 
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side^ My father held a durbar the same day^ 
and all the principal natives, with most oT- 
the Ei^Ush offiioers, attended it, and offered 
my iather their oon^atulations upon this • 
happy event, which had thus put a ter- 
mination to his long sufferings, and placed^ 
him at last upon the musnud^ 
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On the following day the English resident 

• 4r«quested . an audience of iny. father. ' He 

-appeared before him with a melancholy 

<^untenance; and, after the.customary com- 

^pliments bad passed, informed him that the 

fate of Guhput Rao was decided, he having 

received . instructions to cause him to be 

blown from a gun within twen^-four hours 

isitkv the receipt of the order. My father 

f^hed tears at hearing the sentence which 

'wasrto be executed upon his enemy. Still 

. he felt' that enemy was^his brothei^, .cpnne^ct- 

ed with him >by the closest ties of c^naan- 

guinity, which, though the. other had qut- 

raged, ;it became him not to. forget. ;He 

p 8 
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could scarcely repress his grief within proper 
bounds, on perusing the order, and, with a 
fervency of mani^er that cUd honour to his 
heart, he implored a commutation of the 
sentetvce. Iseoettded thsipei&iOBf^ : S&fi in- 
depend^htfy^^itf ivnAitM$!hwU£t^mf^be 
preid^ff^ed- on niy' faiAicr's jutodui^ , I was 
very 0t»t«Ml8iJtD'JfilurB; ifroMi^^n^^ -n hSi 

imd' lahie aocovnt^of kiB^^capiam r By i3m 
me^m ^ehMMlxmu ^bis oonvinc^ «f ihe 
injuries i^ liiidiindi^iteiIfyTeetiv^ud.ef 
Mr indispiltott* icUibBilici ib^ tOkxHiet :il 
mentidned thd'diff€eri^tl«baBaol6ra;itt wUrfi 
I hftd enoMRiterid>GiiB|Ait: :Raft in tiie 
serange.^fMnitvies ^jnyppast:lM6^ 
tha« lx<^>httdf boM «hfe<«gieiit0f; the^utder #f 
th«^ fihttsttee^^ llM'nistigfttiaaiofindnitmcl^e 
Dftn^-^^dUsbHiigfi^MM^ * 

British Croverhiiieiit ^was 'jawt* desir^ias ^ 
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casting soine lighlt upoiK Thetesidefat ebn^ 
ceired that a foil jnid dear ducidation of liam 
aflkhr Would U a ptea thatinig^l^xxsibly 
preserve inj nnde's life; aadiacase.Gunput 
would make a full toiifesfaidni, he promised 
ta bring the oc»iiideration of jthe i&atter be^ 
lore the Poena re^ideipt) u^ion Mft peidtiom 
ill therculpffiUsffiMonii. There !i«aB also this 
advahtage attending the preservation 6f. the 
criminal's life ; namely^ that the .ISn^Ush 
IfYMild ti&us heidnie mastci^ of thd full ex- 
tend of 'Aq trcasonible eobspiracy at Poona 
in all its rsmifiaatioiis, and be ther^y the 
better enaliled to cruih apy misDr asaoi- 
ciktions to which id miji^'havls giv<n rise, 

I 

and to which t&ey had no cue that would 
open a ^scoTer^. In the mean tinii^ sen*- 
tencd of death waspronbancedbpon Chnv- 
pau The efibot it produoed upon his mind 
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baffled all our previous calculations respect- 
ing him. We had expected an eidiibition of 
that callous indifference to danger — ^that dis- 
regard to consequences and recklessness of 
the future which had always seemed to form 
a part of his character. The very reverse 
was the fact* Perhaps the constant state of 
excitement in which he had lived, and the 
high hopes cherished by ambition, had kept 
up his fierce spirit through his long career of 
guilt and wickedness. Baffled at last,' and 
no longer stimulated by the prospect. of 
success, his spirit had given way — ^he was 

* 

unable to rally, and sank into despondency. 
However this might have been, upon his 
being brought up before the resident,' he 
seemed overcome with the horror of his si- 
tuation. Pale and trembling, a cold per- 
spiration crept over his frame; his knees 
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<ott)ered-r-4iis lips shook — and the .agitation 
he einnced on hearing hi& sentence, shewed 
that he was no longer an object of fear. He 
with difficulty kept himself from falling to 
the earth; and* when ordered back to hisr . 
cell, he was obliged to be supported. My 
father was not present; but I attended the 
scene, and shall never fi^rget it* The mind 
that outrages every human obligation — that 
has! smiled at murder, and followed the 
dreams of a flagitious ambitipn; the hand 
that has been dipped in bloody and the heart 
fertile in the conception . of crime, has in 
•this iifie but one step to sink— but one moral 
degradation more ; and thitt is, that it should 
meet the evil it has often inflicted upon 
others like a coward, when it &IIs upon it-. 
sel£ Seeing me, the offender meanly sup-' 
plicated my interference to preserve his 

p 5 
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wretched 1^- ftfid I Hkore thaa €iroride» 
pised him fei it; }iEet I vasinottniniarad^ 
partiouhr]^ oil account of ^ B«;r^ fintbcr.^ I 
turned swsjr my head, apd made: the imi^ 
serabl&ifTetch'noreplji^ Oh i^iring^ Ire»> 
fleeted upon my present ritmitioBy compared 
with-diat^of my- uncle* Thje imidsotiTey itt- 
lentleis' Gabbage- Gousla was chang^ lOn* 
'deed-^lie) who had so loagr so mercilesdy 
persecuted me^ now sued to me fi>r hk Itfai 
Alas ! what mercy did be ^iv^r extend taa 
victim ? Never&^essy^ I determined to do all 
I coidd ^ preserve hii|i« I went to my far 
ther, whom I found clqsetted with ike^ ue^ 
sident, prior to sending off the desfMrtches 
for Poona, in which our prayersand requests 
were to be transnutted* As soon4» my £ei»- 
ther saw me, he said, ^* He wiU be spared^ 
my son ; I feel that he will be asured, if. hi^ 
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proud qnritivill adlbw him ixf mate a fuH 
confession of all his enormities.'^ 

The event shewed that my father wafc coi^ 

oroct in his opinion. The English Govem- 

':sikent took up the- subject in the view I had 

-Jbrmed, willing to oblige a brother, and to 

:4^vel6p secriet^ which Gtmput only could 

uofold concerning their own affairs* The 

isemence cf death m^as commaCed into im- 

prisonment for life, provided si true and 

«mple oonf^hssion was forthcoming on the 

part of the culprit, to ocHnmeiice from the 

fday he quitted Satarah for th^ purposia of 

destroying my father and myself to that jqff 

Mt imprisonment My father thanked and 

.onbraced the British residdnt^ fcnr his kind 

mtecoession, and said, with tears in his^ ^yes, 

thiit, had Ms unhappy brother met th^ fate " 

to whidh he had been sentenced, his own 

p6 
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remaining years would have been passed in 
uiJk'emitting sorrow. The resident now put 
an end to the subject, by saying that he felt 
confident this act of mercy, conceded to his 
wishes on his ascending the throne, would 
be an earnest of his future clemency to his 
subjects, and that he hoped his highnesses 
reign would be a long and prosperpus one. 

The confession of Gunput Rao was to 
take place Jn public, in the event of his ac- 
cepting the conditions proposed to him. The 
resident sent for him undier a strong guard, 
and the hardened sinner appi*oached with 
the full idea of meeting his sentence. Hie 
gun 'which was ' to blow him to pieces, i and 
scatter his mangled remains over the edrih^ 
was loiaded before his eyes. The match was 
lighted; and slowly, and with trembling 
knees, he drew near the fatal instrument* 
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His 'countenance was haggard, his eyes deep- 
ly sunk — ^fear made rigid every feature, and 
his pale and dry lip told that the fever of his 
soul had dried up all the moisture from hi^ 
tongucr On being brought before the re- 
sident, and informed of the conditions of his 
pardon, he seemed overcome by the unex- 
pected event ; and, at length, clasping his 
hands in agony, he exclaimed, ^^ Spare my 
life, and I will confess every act and deed in 
which I have participated !'' Methought at 
that moment he appeared more hideous 
than I had ever before beheld him. He was 
informed that, though his life was spared, he 
. would be imprisoned in the fort of Ahmed- 
. nugur for the remainder of his days. He 
bowed very low, eVen to the earthy land was? 
then taken back to recover himself, having 
been informed of the day he was to make 






will ■* I * iim 






396 PANDURANG HAR). 

his confession, and unfidd the dveadfiilciEii- 
talogue of his enormities. 

By this time I Was become veyy in^Nilient 
to hear about Sagoonahy and to clasp to my 
h^art one who had shared with me ift many 
of the vicissittides of my adve^ days. I 
de^Mttched a suitable eso^n to Parwdl to 
meet her ; having first sent a mesfeiig^ to 
Bombay td apprize her of the joyful newls 
of 'my unexpected elevationy and id expresis 
my anxiety that she should participate wid) 
me in the prosperity that attended my steps. 
She arrived at the time I expected her. 
Our meeting was too fiill for description ; 
it was steeped in a joy that can be fdt 
but not described : it was a sort of ecstasy, 
which is too like delirium for sober Ian* 
guage to paint Sagoonah was striidc with 
no less wonder than pleasure, to find that I 
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was the youth to whom she had been be* 
trodied^ and that her spouse was a prince. 
WofBen love diow and splendour ; and she 
was aJmost JKwildered with delight. She 
put a thousand and a thousand questioBs 
to me j her ejes^ briUiaot and deathly di^rk, 
sparkled, to think she might be ere long 
a queen ! Nevor befone in Hindustan did 
man and wife neet as we met. Now were 
all our troubks and^escapes rewarded, and 
become but subjects to jest upon, or ber 
guile an idle hour in relating ! In the 
meaawhiile, our fondiiess increased every 
hour } and .1 sfaduU oocu|^ time and space 
to little purpose, were I to attanpt a rela^ 
tiott of all we said and pranised each other. 
My father was hif^Iy gratified by the 
beauty <£ Sagoonah, and not less by her 
modest good sense. He gave his blessingi 
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over and over repeated; and an early day 
was appointed for our nuptials, provided 
the Brahmins gave their consent, as they are 
so tenacious of their rights of nominating 
the time of all weddings. 

While my father and I were awaiting 
the hour to proceed to the durbar, and 
hear the confession of my uncle, I could 
not help asking him how the arbitrators on 
the other side came to decide so suddenly 
in our fevour. He informed me, that, 
finding Sagoonah's uncle to be one of them, 
and that he adhered to Gunput Rao solely 
ihr the hope of marrying his niece to Ma^ 
hadeo, it was quietly hintedto him that I 
was yet alive, and the betrothed spouse of 
Sagoonah. The banker finding this to' be 
really the case, like a genuine trader 
thought it more to his advantage to affect 
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a shew of his se^se of justice^ and serve 
his views and credit with the public at the 

k 

same time. He did not, indeed, care which 
married his niece, provided a prince was 
secured ; and he, theiefore, veered round 
to flie party likely to be strongest. Thus 
the other arbitrator of Gunput was left in 
a minority at once. The solitary arbitrator, 
hot wishing to stand alone, or side with a 
falling cause, signed his name to the award, 
withoui remark or observation. 

a 

Sagoonah was introduced to her rich un- 
cle, who made her a number of complimen- 
tary speeches on her approaching nuptials. 
I left her at his house, the durbar being 
assembled to hear Gunput Hao relate his 
confession ; and I promised Sagoonah to 
give her every particular as soon as it was 
concluded. , The resident, many officers. 



r - 



"i*. 



I ^ 11 '"iiiiimiwi ii» i" li^^i ■ "' ^1 ■•- 



>-^ -a^^M » -*m ^1-=—* ^^a^fcrf- >. ^ i— 



.•1 



390 PA^DURAKO HARI. 

men of ranky sirdars^ jagh^^diir% Brab* 
nAins, 9iAd pundita^ w^eprei^n^ assembled 
arcmnd my falhen Hife lattel* entered^ a&d 
I followect-4)Otb of VLB dreased m a xicfa sait 
of kinkob, with a string of pearls^ atid a 
iMamond sprigi in: bur turbans. We wei^ 
preceded by csfaobdnl^s and maoe4bearers, wbo 
Tooifer&ted our praisies in the usual strain 
on entering ^e court; and my iafher took 
his sea^ on a velvet cushion, emhroidi^ted 
with gold: I. sat at my iiEdher's r^fat^^mhd) 
and the refeiileht on hb left "When e^ery 
one was sesai^^ the oidprtt i;iras sentftr. In 
a few minutes the door of a i^de-passi^e tm- 
folded* Hiere was a sliOneas in the durbar, 
as if the world were dead: 'every eye was 
fixed on tbfe culjkit, whb deemed ccmfilsed 
at first by the number ' of the andiu^ji^ hvilt 
soon recoventd.a lit^ and took the plaee 
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a^te^lied' hiniy \dth a gn^ on eacb homt. 
His lip was wan, afid hk efaeek withered 
by anxiety, age, ahd apprehension. He 
began the following confisssion with a tren 
mulotrs'voicei but strong aceentf at tirn^ 
htir^Iedlyi arid ihefi with great deliberation, 
as if he were fearful of his recollection fail- 
ing hitot^ V r. 

^^ In What I aint going tp say^ my interest 
datiitbt lib ^Ji^ the side 6f truth or falsehdod; 
tbi^ ^fidu^ id alrelei^yknoi^^ of my aciioiis 
tb ^Veftt my' oc^ilceiaKn^ titif part of:the 
stenei^ in which I have been an ftCtor,^ from 
liibtiVed of sbaihe : tiie worst, p^^aps, is 
already kno^t^. I ^all state tke sUb|iIe 
ttixikih tl^ fkitt of the wbrld^S' affUfthdma 
cann6t a£Bbct me in a dia%toh ; toA the good 
appearance I once ehd^voUreid tokeepiip) 
and the holy cha^aCiCei^ I'alt^^ipted y su»- 






332 PANDURANG HAR). 

tain, I even then used as subterfuges or 
cloaks for my deep-laid designs: I had 
flung every thing on the hazard of a die, 
and fortune has betrayed me. I now, 
therefore, may well submit to my destiny; 
and, where a knowledge of my life and ac- 
tions may be useful to others, unhesitatingly 
reveal the secrets of my past years; not 
that the advimtage of others concerns me, 
but that, by so doing, I purchase life, which, 
in its very dregs, is dear to me, and the 
only thing that I can say I feel an attach- 
ment for in the world, now my dreams of 
ambition are ended. Vain dreams, that daz- 
zled to destroy ! If I have appeared overcome, 
subdued, humbled, it is because I feel I am 
worse than nothing; that 6ven hope has for- 
'^ saken me; that the preservation of my life 
" is all I have now to obtain ; and that it only 
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remains' for me , to spend my future hours 
in solitude and chains. StiU, time may re- 
concile me to these. But, to die ! — no ; I 
could not die ! 

** They told me, that in my infancy I was 
considered of a wayward and obstinate dis- 
position ; yet I shewed an aspiring temper. 
It may or may not have been so ; education 
and intercourse with the world change our 
natural dispositions. It suffices, that, on 
my arrival at man's estate, my ambition 
and haughty conduct involved me in many 
disputes^ One of these I will relate :-T-My 
estate lay close to that of my brother Se- 
vaje ; and, being always anxious to increase 
my own property by any means, I claimed 
a piece of land belonging to my brother as , 
my own. Sevaje refused to give it up to. 

* 

me : the cause was tried by a punchayet ; 
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^nd^ by ^4re$$ md bribery, I got a dm^vm 
ia ipy $ftva^r9 9<&d secured the land. It was 
Qot long after Ais that my wife brought me 
a son, whoiti I named Mahad^; but 3he 
died in childbed. I was exc^dingly grieved 
at her loss, and had scarcely repov^ed a 
Uttle from the affliction into which it had 
plungf^d me, when I found that my son 
was carried off from bis nurse^ andco^ 
i^iOt be foumL He was, however, spcfn after 
brought to .me, .haying b^en pioke^jip floats 
ing doiYp a ^eigh(bowipg rivey j» a b^ket : 
the person w)^p fpu^d him wa^ a youi^ 
man* »wned Qovindah. Judging of my 
hrptb^'s di^P^itiw by my own, J readily 
iimagined that this was h|^ aqt, commit;ted in 
rev§qge for the Joss of bi$ prpperty ; I tbere« 
fore pi^itated ^ deadfer reta^ajtit^, $mdcQOT 
^ult^ a friftnd how J si^Quid proceed tQ 
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effect it* This fiiend it wns who &vU eon* 
reived the idefi of tKrowiog a stigmst on my 
brother's birth, and tJbus enabUng me to 
l4y claioi to the right of the ^est son ; by 
which Qieianis, should the deposed rigah be 
reinstated, I xiiight, on his death, succeed 
to the musnud. Hence sprung all mj 
Qrime^ . Tim little seed of ambition, sown 
in a soil so congenial to. its growth, rapidly 
spxntig, up tike a rank weed, and I fed upon 
it to i^jtoxicatinMU Years {mssed Away ; 
and, tiQtwUhstanding unceasing attempts to 
fi^ a blot, on my brother's birth in such a 
way i^at it should he &tal to his rights, I 
could not succeed : he was. still c<msidered 
the. ddest son, and every where respepted 
and beloved. It happened that my brother 
had a son as well as my»^, though con« 
siderably younger than min^ named Jeoba< 
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The child was seldom seen by any one; andj 
deadly enemies as my brother and myself 
were, it was not likely he would ever come 
into my sight, unless by some extraordi- 
nary accident. My friend and adviser, 
whom I have before mentioned, informed 
me one day, that my brother had sought 
the hand of a girl named Sagoonah tor his 
son Jeoba. This information greatly en- 
raged me; for, though the father of Sa- 
goonah was poor, he ranked high in his 
CQSte, being no less than a Nagga Brahmin, 
and much respected by the people. Before 
my brother's proposals were accepted, I 
presented myself to the father of Sagoo- 
nah, and made an ofiPer in behalf of my 
scm Mahadeo. The father immediately 
mentioned to me the proposals made by 
my elder brother ; and said that, njt present, 



\ .%. 



* 






PANDUBAN0 hIrI. 337 

he could ^ve neither of us an answer, as he 
must have time to consider well so impor- 
tant an aifair. This reply did not entirely 
^leprive me of all hope; and I remained 
quiet, determined that the father of the 
•girl should not have any rational grounds 
for objecting to my alliance. I was, how- 
ever, disappointed ; the girl was betrothed 
to my nephew, instead of my son. This 
stung me deq>ly — my pride was wounded, 
and I vowed deep unrelenting vengeance 
x>n both father and son. I swore I would 
crush them — sweep them from the earth— 
annihilate them ! Sevaje, knowing well my 
disposition, determined to quit his estate, 
and retire to Cbandore, having occasion 
to visit Indore .first, upon business. I ob- 
.tained intelligence of his design; I knew he ^ 
must pass throygh a jungle ; and there, 
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with two hired ruffians, I waylaid him and 
his child. The latter I wrested from him, 
and gave to my followers, desiring them to 
carry my orders into eifect at a little dis- 
tance; and, as soon as they had turned 
their backs, I stabbed my brother, who in- 
stantly fell. I was going to repeat my blow 
as he lay on the ground, to make assurance 
doubly sure; but, hearing a noise, as of 
persons approaching, 1 ran away, I knew 
not whither. In my path I saw something 
white, which I found to be the boy, whom 
my followers, probably also in alarm, had 
flung down, but had not destroyed, as I in- 
tended they should have done. I snatched 
up the child, intending to have murdered it 
in a deep ravine that lay at no great dis- 
tance, when I heard voices and footstq>s 
very near. I felt certain that my brother's 



V; "*% 



k 

'^l*'-*^ 






PANDURANO HJfall. J89 

body had been seen, and I was pursued. 
I ran, to get clear of my pursues, with- 
out knowing whither, and found myself, at 
last, dose to some bullocks, apparently har* 
nessed for marching, though not a i^gle 
attendant was in sight. My pursuers gained 
upon me ; and to be caught with the child 
in my arms, would be to make detection 
certain, while it also impeded my flight. I 
had scarcely time to throw the boy among 
the bullocks, which were standing together 
in a knot, there being no hedge, ditch, or 
copse near, where I could leave him, and 
recover him, so as to make sure of his 
death. The pursuit still continued, until I 
entered a village, where there was a well, 
a little out of the road. Some bushei^ 
hid me from sight a moment, and I went 
down the steps, and stood upon the lowest 
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My pursuers passed by into the village, and 
thus mkied me. 

"I remained in the Well the bes^t part of 
the night. . AU was quiet ; and as I knewj^ if I 
delayed until, ihe dawn, I slK)uld be found 
by the people who would come for wa^ 
ter, and thus the villagers suspect me, I 
mounted the steps before day, and, once 
more in the fields, retraced my road, think- 
ing I might recover my nephew; but I 
either mistook the path, or, if I did not, I 
could discover no bullocks, nor even marks 
of their feet, the way I travelled. I was 
thus foiled in respect to the child, whom I 
long considered dead, or brought up m 
some lowly cabin, and ignorant of his 
parentage; and that, therefore, I should 
hear nothing more of him. . My surprise 
-was great, a few days ago, to find, by meani 
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of an intercepted letter, that he was in ex- 
istence, and well acquainted with his naren- 
tage. I was still more struck, when I re- 
<;ollected how frequently I had fallen in 
with him, whilst wandering about as a gos- 
sein, in years past, and bow I have perse- 
cuted aiid lain in wait for him. My rea- 
sons for having done this, will be seen in 
the sequel of my confession : at present 
I will continue my history, from the time 
of my brother's attempted murder, and the 
loss of his son. 

** I now began to fear that inquiry would 
be made into the sudden disappearance of 
my brother and his child. I knew I should 
be immediately suspected as an accessary to 
it; and therefore caused myself to be car- 
ried into Satarah in a litter, having pre- 
viously cut nlyself in several places, and 
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baring my garments stained' with bloodL I 
gave out that my brother and myself had 
been attacked by ruffians; that I had tor* 
tunately escaped; but that I feared my bro- 
ther and his son had &llen by their handA 
I had taken the precaution to forge a letter 
as frmn my brother, inyiting mie to join him 
at Indore ; so that I fancied ho suspicion 
attached itself to me.' The father of Sa« 
goonah, however, was by no means satisfied 
with my statement of this affair, and openly 
declared he would investigate the matter 
most strictly. I was in a great fury at this 
conduct upon his part; and I deteimined, 
as I had gone so far in the case of my bro- 
ther, I would not hesitate to take myre^ 
venge upon him. My guilt in this case 
was never even suspected, so adroitly was 
the affiMr managed**-! removed him out of 
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the way by poisoiL His wife became a 
suttee, and I saw her ascend the funeral* 
pile of her husband ; I saw the Bie enve- 
lope her; and I heard her shriek of death 
pierce through the red fierce flames with 
inward delight, when I reflected that no one 
thing now stood in my way to thwart my 
projects !"-^;Here the auditory of Gunput 
uttered a groan of horror, but no one spoke. 
He paused a moment, and resumed his nar- 
rative.] 

** The orphan, Sagoonah, was left un- 
protected ; but some charitable persons con- 
veyed her to her aunt, at Poona. She 
had an uncle; but as he resided in Marwar, 
and had never seen her, and she, perhaps, 
had never heard his name, the roof of her 
aunt was her only secure refuge. This 
aurit was a very poor widow; and, by a 
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singular coincidence of circumstance, I was 
very nigh staining my hands with the. blood 
of her niece, though, at the time, little sus- 
pecting who my victim was. . By an event 
no less strange, the girl was rescued and 
protected by the very man to whom she 
was betrothed — by Jeoba, my -nejihew, 
whom I had often met under the name 
of Pandurang Hkri. But' to return to 
die regular chain of my history: after 
the funeral of Sagoonah's father and his 
¥dfe, I saw no chance of our ftunily suc- 
ceeding to the musnud of Satarah; and 
I repented deeply the supposed murder of 
my brother — for that he was. murdered I 
had not the smallest doubt Beii^ looked 
upon with an evil eye by many persons, in 
society, I pretended to bewail my brother's 
loss^ and gave out my intention of becoming 
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a sunyasse^ and retiring from the world. 
I very soon afterwards carried my intention 
into efiPect, having farmed out my estate ; 
which, however, the government seques- 
tered, as soon as my absence and the course 
of life I had adopted were known. This 
act reduced me' to real poverty ; and I was 
also under the necessity of becoming a gos- 
seki. I caused my son Mahadeo to enter 
into the same mode of life, and we were 
r^fularly consecrated by a religious re- 
cluse, and duly commenced our wandering 
state of mendicity. Meeting with a set of 
gosseins, we joined them; and, conducting 
us to a cavern, they produced their ganga 
and opium, and began to smoke. The pipe 
was offered to me, and I inhaled the som- 
niferous vapour until my head became af- 
fected, and J fell down insensible. On awak- 
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ing, I found my son had departed; nor 
could I obtain any tidings of him for many 
years, though I wandered every where in 
search of him. The prayers of the Peeshwa 
for a son being heard, he gave a grand feast 
to all the gosseins, from every part of In- 
dia, who would come. I readily attended, 
and there first saw his confidant, Trim- 
buckje Danglia. He was then in the 
zenith of favour, and homage was paid 
to him by all present; but whether there 
***was more reverence in my manner of sa- 
luting him, or he discovered in my eyes a 
beam of wickedness that corresponded with 
his own, and a talent that might be usefiil 
to him, I cannot tell : it suffices, that, after 
the feast was over, he sent for me. I waited 
upon him, and he demanded my name. I 
told him it was Gabbage Gossein : this was 
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the name by which I went, after taking 

flp a religious habit; but I was commonly 

^ styled Gabbage Gousla, from my supposed 

habits of avarice. Trimbuckje told me he 

was in want of a gMi^ a religious instructor, 

to his household, and made me the oflFer of 

J^ the situation ; which I gladly acccepted, and 

\ took up my residence in Poona. 

" I soon discovered that Trimbuckje was 
very careless on the score of his religious 
duties; like many statesmen who keep i)p 
an hypocritical shew of regard for their 
established creeds, but in reality are of no 
religion at all. It was an excellent plea, 
however, for my being closeted with him 
frequently, and thus I became a ready sharer 
with him in all his schemes of villany. 
There being a great meeting of our tribe 
at Indore, I procured leave of absence,, and 
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proceeded thither. On returning J entered 
the hut of a recluse whom I met at Indore, 
and who promised to join me the following 
day. In his hovel I smoked ganga, and 
fell into a deep sleep, &om which I was 
awakened by feeling water filupg in my face. 
When I came to myself, I found that a tra- 
veller had discovered the hut to be on fire, 
had removed me from danger, and extin- 
guished the flames. This traveller appeared 
to me a young man without money or em- 
ployment, and apparently of such a pliable 
disposition, that I conceived, widi a little 
.tutoring, he might become very useful to me 
at Poona. I persuaded him to turn gossein 
on the spot, and to follow me. His name 
was Pandurang Hari. In stripping him to 
besmear him with dirt and ashes, I dis- 
covered he had a long bag of rupees tied 
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round his waist. I made no observation to 
him on the discovery, but secretly deter- 
mined^ the money should be mine by some 
m^njs or. other. We sallied forth on the 
road to Poona, not now thinking it worth 
my while to await longer the owner of the 
hut, who had delayed beyond the time fixed 
for his return. On the road, I instructed 
my pupil in the art of raising money by 
bulging. One method of extortion is, by 
letting the blood flow frcmi some part of the 
body, or by threatening to use a dagger ; 
the person so threatened, knowing that ill 
fortune is the consequence if he causes 
the blood of a gossein to flow, is instantly 
alarmed and pays his mite. Thus we im^ 
pose on the public credulity, and thus the 
greater part of the religious mendiomts 
gain their profits. Not in the present in- 






850 PAi^DURANG Hlat 

stance desirous to wound myself, I proposed 
to my pupil that he should undertake die 
ceremony, whilst I collected the money. 
Pandurang Gossein was not the soft fellow 
I expected to find him; for, on desiring him 
to cuts he drew the knife across my arm in- 
stead of his own. I raised a mob directly, 
and accused him of an attempt to murder me 
for my share of the money which he carried : 
his rupees were thereupon taken from him, 
and he was ordered to quit Poona. Having 
secured his cash, I had made the best bar- 
gain, and felt glad the fellow was gone, as 
he was much too sharp for an instrument 
such as I then wished. 

^* I now joined Trimbuckje again, and 
remained in his service some time ; when a 
difference occurring between us, I quitted 
him and went to Bombay, where I gave out 
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I was deeply skilled in ma^c. I had not 
resided long in that city when my services 
were required to coigure to death an Eng- 
lishman in office there. The person who 
brought me the written proposals was a 
peon in the police office, who, to my great 
wonder and amazement, I discovered was 
my old acquaintance Pandurang H^ri. I 
owed him a grudge, and when the afiair 
was discovered, which from the incautious 
conduct of the parties it was very soon, I 
did not hesitate to implicate him in the 
' plot, atid he was imprisoned in consequence. 
I was put into a room out of the common 
gaol, from which I contrived to escape in 
the night by bribing a police peon, who had 
charge of the chowkee. 

" I felt that Bombay was no place for me 
to remain in one hour longer, and I got 
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clear off to Poona again ; there interest 
induced me to seek a reconciliation with 
Trimbuckje. He became friendly again, 
and placed me once more upon his esta- 
blishment. Nothing of moment occurred, 
until one day when the Peeshwa went to 
the Motee-baugh, when it appeared that 
he saw a pretty girl at a window. He be- 
came desirous of obtaining her for his ha- 
rem, and Trimbuckje was despatched for 
the purpose of making her an offer to that 
effect, on the part of the Peeshwa. On 
getting a view bf her features, Trimbuckje 
became enamoured as well as his master, 
and neglected his employer's interest for 
his own, proposing to take her under his 
protection. The girl refused indignantly, 
and threatened to make the Peeshwa ac- 
quainted with the way in which she had 
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been treated. Had she done this, Trim- * 

buckje must have been ruined ; I was there- 
fore employed to silence the girl eflFectually, 
and I engaged three gosseins of infamous 
character to assist me. We enticed her to 
a lonely house in the suburbs, where we 
prepared to stab her; but none had the 
heart to do it, and my companions seemed 
anxious to save her. Upon this I rushed 
into the apartment where we had secured 
the unfortunate girl, and grasped her throat 
with a violence I considered sufficient to 
Occasion her death by suffocation. I then 
opened the window and we threw her out, 
purposing to go round and convey the 
body to the river, and there fling it in. 
Before we could get to the back of the house 
where the window looked, we were necessi- 
tated to make a circuit of some distance ; 
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and on our arrival under the window, what 
was our surprise to discover the body gone ! 
We were now all of us terribly alarmed. 
We lit tcNTches, and proceeded to hunt 
about, even to the bank of the river. We 
had distinctly heard a splash, and concluded 
that the girl, having recovered enough to 
get upon her l^s, and run she knew not 
whither from her fright, had made off un- 
consciously in the direction of the water and 
Mien in, or plunged in upon seeing us in 
pursuit. Still we were in doubt whether 
she was dead or not. Upon returning to 
Trimbuckje, I told him his orders had been 
executed, and he liberally rewarded me, and 
hoped he should hear no more of the mur- 
der. On the following day, to my great dis- 
may, the aunt of the supposed murdered 
girl, by some unaccountable mode, obtained 
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admission to the palace, and to the Peesh- 
wa's presence, to whom she related the cir- 
cumstances of the death of her niece as far 
as she knew. The Peeshwa, finding the 
murdered girl to be no other than she whom 
he was desirous of placing in his harem, 
was enraged beyond measure, and pledged 
himself to discover the murderer of the old 
woman's niece. Trimbuckje was iii great 
alarm, and I was in ho less fright, and we 
were considering how we could best ward off 
the blow that seemed impending over us, 
wheii a stranger desired to be admitted to 
him. I was not then present, but what 
passed I knew from Trimbuckje. The 
stranger offered to criminate Habeshee 
Kotwall, a decided enemy of Trimbuckje's. 
He appeared to know every particular of 
the murder, and it must have been he, who- 
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ever he was, that carried off the body from 
beneath the window. I did not understand 
that he stated the girl had escaped death, 
by which I concluded she was really no 
more. I never saw the stranger until the 
day when, in the character of a magician, 
he entered the palace to accuise the Habe- 
shee to the Peeshwa. I then determined to 
get a glance at his face, and going round by 
a private passage which led to the Peeshwa's 
doset, where the magician was seated, what 
was my surprise to discover, imder all his 
cBsguises of paint and dress, my old ac- 
quaintance Pandurang Hari ! I was so 
struck I could scarcely tear myself away, 
and I was, I believe, nearly discovered by 
the Peeshwa. Pandurang in this affair acted 
entirely on our side, and isi our favour ; it 
was not therefore my interest to thwart 
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him. I awaited the result of his plans^ 
which ended in the conviction and death of 
the Habeshee. Well, I thought to myself, 
this is a very clever fellow : how much was I 
mistaken in thinking otherwise of him! 
There remained some mystery about th^ 
affair to be fathomed still, and I determined 
to watch the steps of Pandurang very 
closely. Observing Pandurang frequently 
gain access to Trimbuckje, I caused a man 
named Suntoo to watch his steps, and re-* 
port to me his place of abode, the houses he 
visited, and the individuals who resided with 
him. He obeyed my orders with great ex- 
actness,, and one day informed me that he 
had watched Pandurang into the house of 
a poor cultivator at. a small village near 
Poona, and also that two strange women 
were living in the same house. I instantly 
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bade him conduct me to the place, and 
watching my opportunity, I appeared one 
day in presence of the women during the 
absence of Pandurang. Not having seen 
the features of the girl on the night of the 
intended murder, I could not be positive 
she was the person who escaped from me ; 
but having seen the aunt crjdng before the 
palace gates, I instantly recognized her^ 
Appearing before them as a mendicant, I 
dared not ask any questions; but being 
presented with a handful of rice, I departed. 
.On my return to Poona, I made the most 
minute inquiries respecting the females who 
latdy resided near the Motee-baugh, and 
to^ my astonishment learned that the girl 
had come from Sataral^ and that the aunt 
was a poor widow woman who had resided 
tor a long time in Poona. G>uld this girl 
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be Sagoonah ? If it were her, I rejoiced in 
her miraculous escape, for I had deeds of 
horror enough on my conscience, without 
adding the weight of the child's murder to 
that of the father ! 

"Anxious to know how affairs went on 
at Satarah, I left Poona, and journeyed 
until I came to a large tank, in which I 
bathed and refreshed myself. The shades 
of evening now gathered fast around me, 
and, fully aware that I could not reach 
Satarah that night, I began to look around 
for some place of shelter. I found a lonely 
cottage with a light in the window, and 
being attired in the habit of a gossein,^ I did 
not hesitate to request a lodging for the 
night. An old wc^an opened the door, 
and what was my surprise on recognizing 
in her person the mother of a boy who 



' • 



4> 



S60 PANDURANG HARi. 

saved my son from a watery grave. I atP 
dressed her, saying, I had seen her face 
before. * Indeed V she demanded — where ? 

* Near Satarah/ I replied. She looked, but 
did not recollect my features. I inquired 
after her son Govindah : she answered in a 
mournful voice, * He is dead !' — * And so 
young!* I observed; 'surely disease could 
not 6o roughly handle him ?' — * A villain 
handled him !' she replied. ' What, mur- 
dered !' I exclaimed, * who could have had 
an enmity towards him?' She answered, 

* the wretch whose life he saved from the 
\^aters— he killed his preserver.' — * Speak ! 
who mean you ? I asked.—* Your son Ma- 
tia^eo — ^your son,^ said she, looking me full 
in the face ; * and art thou, indeed, Gunput 
Rao ? — thou hast a son as great a fiend as 
thyself!' — ' Dost thou know where my son 
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\^?* 1 eagerly questioned her — 'l.canst thou 
tell me where he is to be found; years have 
past since I beheld his faice ?* — * Question 
me not further about your miserable child : 
he lives, no doubt — ^^where, or how, I neither 
know nor care,' she answered. I again ui^ed 
her to explain to me where I should find 
my son, and expressed my belief he could 
not have committed such a deed. She told 
me to speak no more to hereon the subject^ 
for her brain maddened at the recolle(;tio9 
of it; and she bade me quit the place before 
sunrise. Finding: it impossible, to learn any 
thing more from her respecting him, tr©r 
tired to my apartment, and in the morning 
pursued my journey to Satarah. \The dis-* 
tance being short, I arrived, about ^ noon. 
While in the city I found that Sagoonah s 
uncle had returned from Marwar ; bijif; that 
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he intended t^ go tliidier i^ain in about a 
year's time with an immense capital. I 
contrived to get introduced to his notice, 
and fbund him a mism of hac^ty and as- 
piring ideas ; bot before I mentioned to him 
any knowledge of his niec^ I made more in« 
quiri^ in the town concerning h^ ; and the 
result wtas a firm conviction on my part, that 
the girl I had seen at liie cultivator's cot- 
tage under the protection of >Pandurang 
H^bi, was the very lam^ to whom my ne* 
phew had been betmtiiied. The report tliat 
the rajidi w6uld bereinst^tedon >the musnud 
hi^pened aiyotit this time, :and kindled in 
my amdodtio^ ndnd the desire of securing 
myself the succesidon, though how to ^ect 
this ol^ct did not then appear by any 
means ^dear to me. 

<^ My visits to Sagidoiiah's «nde at length 



beeame v€ry ireqnent, and I at last v^n*- 
tuired to mention to him liis niece, advising 
him to taJte her home and i^ggrandise hkn- 
seif and her bymaiTiage. He «isitred me 
he ii^asr perfectly mlhilgso'to do, if heeould 
fiixd her out; but aU atteixipts far that puc*^ 
pose had hitherto proived aborfeiTe. ^ Cimid 
1 but ^nd her,' he said^ ^ some itichfjar 
^eerdar would doubtless seek her hiand in 
marriage, on aeoouat of usy weahh, and the 
{rarity of her caste.' I told him be might 
soar higher than a jiagheerdar, £>r a prmce 
might be proud of such a -wife. ^ Princes,' 
he observed, ^ are not ^so plenlifid, aoid it 
seacns the relatives of ^e present rw^Bh ase 
till dead*' I toid him ^tm all, fbrtbe nearer 
of them stood before him* He inquired if! 
was ^vaje. I toldhiiti no-^ wasnomose; 
but that I 'WB6 his brother, 'Ounrput Rao, 
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and claimed the right of succession to the 
throne. The banker then asked if my son 
lived also. I told him he did, and, with his 
consent, should have his niece in marriage. 
He was much surprised at what I related, 
but told me I talked as if his niece were 
close at hand, demanding if I knew any 
thing of her. I told him I did, and that. I 
wished I had as accurate information re- 
specting my son; but I pledged mj^rself to 
find him out and deliver his niece to him, 
provided he pledged himself to compel her 
to marry my son, and aid us with his wealdi 
in attempting the sovereignty. .The banker, 
who looked no higher than a landhpldcf 
for kis niece, instantly agreed to my pro- 
posal, and promised his niece and his coffers 
should be at my command. He bade me 
first haste and secure hi$ niece, giving iqe 
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full authority to do so, and to bring her to 
Satarafa. After some other topics were 
touched upon, I took my leave and hastened 
to Pooha, imagining I could pounce upon 
Sigoonah without much trouble. But in 
this I was mistaken ; for Fkiidurang Hari, 
having obtained a situation under Trim- 
budcje Danglia in Kandeisb, had left the 
cultivator's cottage, and proceeded to his 
station. I despatched a shrewd gossein after 
them ; but, although he actually had them 
at one time in his power, he let them slip 
through his fingers, having been wounded 
by a bullock-driver, with whom he found it 
Mcessary to form an acquaintance. J em- 
ployed divers stratagems to make Sago«nah 
quit her home in Kandeish; but, being now 
on her guard, she never ventured out. 
** Trimbuckje requiring my presence 
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thorn this timey I coiild not proceed to 
Kandeisby hat wats obliged to depend upon 
n^ hirelings. The business upon which 
I went related to the murder c^ a shastree^ 
wh& was on his way firom Chizerat to the 
court at Poona. The particulars of this 
murder I can state when required : I shall 
only now say that he was murdered; Trim- 
bttckje was suspected^ and his person de* 
manded by the British GrOYemmeBt* In 
this predicament be consulted me^ and I 
advised a quiet submission to his fate ; and 
that, as his life was not to be forfeited, there 
was every hope he might escape from his 
prison i^ain* I recommended him to se- 
lect the most cunning of his followers, 
amongst whom Was Pandurang H^i, wbcise 
name I mentioned, being anxious for his 
removal from Kand^ish, to enable me to 
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suceeed in my plans r^fldve to Sagocmah* 
Trimbudge abo appeajped ataxioiis that Pan-* 
durang should accompany him; and his 
anxiety was so evident) that I could not 
. help mentioqing it to several of bi^ most 
confidential attendants. I leaamed^ to my 
mortification, that Suntoo^ whom I had first 
s^ as a spy at the cultivator's cotti^, had 
recognlEed the parties, and made TriuH 
budge acquainted with the existence of Sa- 
goonah : hence his anxiety to deprive her 
of the protectiicm of Pandumng Hari, I 
now $aw plainly I should have to contend 
with Trimbuckje Danglia, and oppose my 
cunning to his force. During my last in- 
terview with him, before his apprehension, 
he was pettish and quarrelsome, and I was 
haughty and insolent, which I then hit 
I might be, he being a iall^Ei star. He 
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resented iriy conduct, bade ' me depart, and- 
neiver appear before him agairf; and I with- 
drew in ^ rage. PandurangHari arrived and 
set off with Trimbuckje to Thannah ; and, 
as soon as they were gone, I proceeded to 
Kandeish, where I foiind Trkhbuckje's 
power had outdone my craftiness.- * Saigoo-' 
nah and her aunt had>been forcibly seized,; 
and conveyed to Asseerghur, the killehdar 
of which place was* a sworn firiend of Trim- 
buckje's. 

" Nothing; daunted' in my determination, ^ 
I retiirned to Poona, and oriee more jour- 
* neyed to Satamh, to report to the' banker 
my failure.' I said, * Neither your niece 
nor my son are yet found : I hope, never- 
theless, to recover the- former very soon, 
and therf deliver h^ into' your hands.* 
The banker expressed his regret ait the cir- 
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cumstance, saying, he left it all to me, as he 
was about taking a second journey to Mar- 
war; and, on his return, he should hope to 
find both the young man arid woman await- 
ing his arrival at Satarah, Pleased at find- 
ing the banker still confided in me, I pro- 
mised to spare no pains to do as he d^sir^d 
during his ab^nce, particularly as his niec€ 
was running up and down the country 
under the protection of a vagabond. 

** I found it impracticable to get the wo- 
men out of the fort, and therefore awaited 
very impatiently the deliverance of Trim- 
buckje out of the hands of the English, and 
his re-appearance in the Deccan ; for I ne- 
ver doubted but he would contrive, in some 
way or another, to efitct his escape. In 
this idea I found I was ultimately correct. 
Trimbuckje, requiring the help of a friend, . 
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sent a messenger to me^ desiring I would 
procure horses to be ready near the Than- 
nah river, !^^ot understanding the message 
delivered by the men sent, I joumied to 
Thannah as a gossein, where I soon found 
out the intentions of the captive. I de- 
termined to dd him, that I might once 
more get admitted to his household, by 
which means alone I should be able to fa- 
thom his intentions towards the women at 
Asseerghur. I was the more ready to aid in 
his escape, from finding that he only was to 
escape, and that his followers would remain 
prisoners: so that Pandurang Hiri could 
not interfere with my future views respect- 
ing the females. Trimbuckje eicaped, and 
fled to Kandeish. The Peeshwa corre- 
sponded with him ; but Trimbtickje's day 
of glory was over, andl found it a useless 
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loss of time to dangle after him, and mingle 
in his train ; yet, hardly knowing what step 
to (ake, I staid with him until the sudden 
arrival of Pandurang Hari and one of his 
servants, who had been left behind at 
Thannah. The name of the servant was 
Nanna. . He informed us of their having 
been seized by a horde of Pindarees, and 
of the events ^diich occurred in a ruined 
fortress. The fellow related the story of 
a Musselman, named Fuzl Khan, which 
amused Trimbudge highly. Finding this, 
he related the history of another of the 
band, who was a Hindoo, and, to my asto- 
nishment, proved to be my own son, Maha- 
deo; of whom Nanna could give me no ac* 
count, after his escape from the Pindarees 
himself. Pandurang Hi^ was coldly re- 
ceived by Trimbuckje, who viewed him as 
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a rival with Sagoonab,^ and'Wisbed •him'^at' 
the bottom of the sea. - Not* glutting any 
reward for planning Trimbuckje's esctpe, 
as was promised him, he quitted us ; and, I 
have reason to' believe, wmt to'Kandeish, 
where he had left Sagoonah and her aunt. 
Trimbuckje said, when he qiiitted, * hewill 
find what he deserves at the village/ I 
therefore felt convinced orders had been 
sent there to put him out of the way, if he 
appeared again. I felt gre^t pleasure at this, 
because, in that case, an obstacle in my way 
would thus be removed. ■ 

" I was so fuHy assured of the necessity 
of getting rid of this Pandurang Hari, that 
I determined to have him assaiSsinated* my- 
self, should Trimbuckje fail to do it. I 
was meditating how I should best carry my 
intentions into effect, when Nanna, boiling 
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with rage, informed me tKat Tririibuckje, 
instead of rewarding him, as he promised, 
for aiding in his escape, had repaid his ser- 
vices by intriguing with his wife; and that 
he determined to be revenged upon him at 
any risk. * Anxious to secure such a tool to 
aid me in my purposes, and to follow up 
my plans respecting Pandumng Harij I af- 
fected to enter into his feelings, and so blew 
up yet higher the feeling of revenge that 
still lurked in his bosom, until he swore to 
murder Trimbuckje, by stabbing him when 
alone. I did not imagine he would succeed; 
but, -whether he succeeded or not, the at- 
tempt would answer every end I had in 
view. ' He failed, and came to liie for pro- 
tection. I oflfered to save him, if he would 
swear to- serve me. He dared not refuse 
sa^ terms; but consented, at my instigation. 
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to murder Pandurang HarL For this end 
I concealed him for the time, and then sent 
Nanna, for the purpose of hmiting him 
down, to Trimbuckje's village, in Elandeish, 
whither I knew he had proceeded. At the 
village I informed Nanna he would see two 
active agents of mine — ^men of lingular coa«- 
rage, and with hands that had much blood 
on them ;— one, a robber by profession ; the 
other, named Kokoo, not at all his inferior, 
having' a head to contrive, and a hand to 
execute any mischief. To these men I had 
entrusted the rescue of Sagoonah and h^ 
aunt from the power of THmftttdge, and 
felt almost certain of success, anxiously 
awaidng intelligence from them. Trim* 
buckje Banglia's importance being gone, 
his friends and train fell ofi^ from him, one 
by one, and, by-^nd-bye, he a]^sc(»ided no 
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one knew whither* Not hearing from Ko* 
koo or Nanna, I determined upon proceed- 
ing towards the fort of Asseerghur myself; 
in passing which, I found the women were 
no longer there, having made their escape. 
In going through a deep glen, where 
there was but one small hut, being thirsQr, 
I demanded admittance. The door was 
opened by an old man, in whom I recog- 
nized my brother Sevaje, whom I believed 
dead long ago# I mentioned my name, re- 
ceived what I requested to drink, and de« 
parted. At times I had wished the blood 
of a brother lay not upon my head : now, 
when I saw him alive, a formidable obstacle 
to my views, I wished him out of the way 
most heartily ; and, hastening to Kokoo 
and his, companions, I unfolded all my 
plans to them, and made them swear to 
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murder the inhabitant of the glen as soon 
as possible. I thus buoyed myself up with 
the hope of learning that Pandurang had 
been despatched, the women secured, and 
my brother, the goatherd of the glen, as he 
was styled, really destroyed. On my arrival 
at Asseerghur, Nanna crossed my path, and 
we agreed to meet under the fort; Instead 
of hearing from him that my plans had suc- 
ceeded, I was mortified at discovering that 
Pandurang Hari had not been found, that 
the women had escaped* and that Kokoo 
and his companions had been shut up in a 
cell, and left to starve to death. My anger 
knew no bounds, and it was some time be- 
fore I could understand that Kokoo was 
living, but that his companion was a corpse* 
I immediately set out w;ith Nanna to the 
place where this affair took place, because 
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Kokoo was waiting my arrival there. On- 
enterhig a dark cavern, Nanna led me to a 
small chamber, where he told me the body 
of Kokoo's companion lay, and that we 
should find him in another corner of the 
cavern. I entered, and, to my amazement, 
found two dead bodies instead of one. It 
struck me Nanna was deceiving me, and I 
looked upon him as a traitor. Instead of 
finding Kokoo, we discovered a sick man, a 
stranger. Upon this^, my rage rose to mad- 
ness; and, drawing my dagger, I struck 
Nanna with it in the side, and left him for 
dead. I now retraced my steps to Asseer- 
ghur by the road that led through the glen; ^ 
and, on looking into the hut of Sevaje, I 
found Kokoo there, the door open, and my 
brother, the goatherd, fled. Kokoo was 
overcome with weakness after his incarce- 



1 



378 PANDURANG hXrI. 

ration, ami wss resting against tb^ wall. It 
appeared that» owing to Kokoo's want of 
caution^ they Ymd eidisted Palidurang Hart 
himself to assist them^ who, having he»*d 
all their designs, had fastened them into 
the cell at the cavern, and left them to 
perish. 

^^ Kokoo was in a desperate rage to be so 
duped, and he swore vengeance, while I 
encouraged hb relentless humour. We 
proceeded back towards Asseerghur, where I 
Intended to give* Kokod necessary rest. On 
our way we met with a gossein whom I bad 
despatched to trace cmt Sagoonah : he gave 
me information of her having been seen by 
a bullock-driver whom he knew, and that 
they were gone towards Guzerat. The 
bullock-driver stated that he might have 
brought them to Asseerghur, but for his 
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employer; who^ when he stopped them^ 
released them, snd suffered them to go their 
own way. This w«, two months prior to 
tJiatday* Kokoo soon after volunteered his 
services to proceed after them to Guzerat 
virith the gossein^ who hoped to overtake tiie 
bullock-driver in his return to Nasik. The 
latter was able to identify the persons of 
the women. I then bent my own steps to- 
wards Foona. The war was at its height; 
and, as the English had possession of Poona, 
the probalHlity of the 9ltt«rrii rajah being 
reinstated became greater^ and vt^ hopes of 
success proportionally strengthened. On 
my arrival at Poona^ I ccmnected myself 
with several dissatifified persons, and soon 
found myself involved in treasonaUe con- 
spiracies. My amazement may be conceived, 
when the conspirators introduced me, atone 
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of our meetings, to a young man, who, they 
informed me, was the successor to the Sa- 
tarah throne, and one of the piost active 
among them. This young man proved to 
be my unhappy long-lost son, Mahadeo, 
who was equally surprised at meeting his 
father again. When the conspirators w^re 
made acquainted with our ^flSriity, they be- 
came more sanguine than evier ; fcfff on my 
succeeding to the throne through the aid of 
the English, m^ first act was to have been 
to their injury, by an attempt to retake 
Poona. The particulars of this conspiracy 
are here." [Gunput now handed them in 
writing to the resident] " While we were 
arranging the proceedings in this conspi- 
racy, Kokoo returned from Guzerat, in- 
forming me that he had been disappointed 
at Broach, by the seizure of two strange 
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persons, instead of Panduning and S§- 
goonah. He had left spies over them, 
being obliged to remove from the neigh- 
bourhood himself, from motives of personal 
safety. These spies followed a man and 
woman to Satardh^ and we secured them ; 
but found we had'obtained a strange female, 
of whom we knew nothing, and a man, 
whom I ordered to be imprisoned, until we 
could get from him some account of the 
motions of Pandurang Hari and Sagoonah* 
** I had heard my brother Sevaje was 
in Satarah, but where concealed I could 
never discover. It was reported he had as- 
sembled near six hundred men, determined 
to fight for the crown <m the death of the 
rajah. I called a council, and it wa^ re^ 
solved that we should also increase our 
numbers; for the pay of whom I proposed^ 
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thatlskould, by some sacrifices, obtain tl^ ar- 
rears of my estate-rente and of my brother^s, 
from the time of Aeir sequestration* We* 
discovered that my brother received his mo- 
ney from Shewdhut Wanee, of Indore; and 
that the best method to c\xt off these re* 
sources, was to despatch Wanee out of the 
way. ThisKokoo did widi his own hand. My 
brother^s partisans, however, attacked my 
treasure, and deprived me of a gi-eat por^ 
tion of it I thus began to despair of weak« 
ening his forces^ and, at length, acceded to 
his proposal of the trial by pundiayet of 
our respective r^hts; not for an instant 
supposing he was aware of his son's exis- 
tence. Finding matters, in this respect^ 
the reip^rse of what I expected, I repented 
the giving my assent to this miode'of settling 
our claims; and despatched a party to cut 
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off Naroba, on his way to the arbitration. 
By some means my plan miscarried. Na* 
^oba was a shrewd and keen fellow^ and I 
dreaded his influence and penetration. I 
had considered Sagoooah's undi my staunch 
friend ; but, to my gurprbe^ he, all at once, 
became cool, and Bemi^d to have no longer 
any zeal ii|i my behaU*^ The decree, too, I 
found, before it was promulgated, was not 
in my favour. My troops also had cap- 
tured despatdies iiroi^ Naroba to die com*> 
mander in Seva}e*s strong hold, and with 
diem a letter to Pandurang HarL What 
was my astonishment at discoverii^ from its 
contents, and die congratuladons mingled 
up in it, that be was the Prince Jeoba, the 
e6n of 8e^f^, and the successor to the mus- 
nud ! * Now,* thought I, * die sovereignty 
is gcme from me for everl bat if I cannot 
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juount the throne, neither Sevaje nor his 
J . son shall. I will strike a blow to effect this, 

r if we all perish together !' * 

I ^^ I summoned Kokoo, and we arranged, 

that when oyr respective corps> met to enter 
^ the city, we shQuld charge Sevaje's troops. 

I Understanding my brother would proceed 

to join his men in penon, we waylaid him, 
iind got him into our p«wer: how he was 
rescued I need not teSL From the conflict I 
alone survive; my son, Kokoo, all my prin- 
cipal confidants, have faiien ! I now stand 
alone. My dream of ^ill-starred ambiti<m 
has. vanished ! That which, cost me so much 
toil, anxiety,. and .crime, is as if it had never 
been ! No longer excited by criminal hope, 
or supported by the perpetual attraction tp 
. the great.object of my wishes, .my spirit has 
fallen back upon itself: it is indifferent tQ 
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any state of things witk'life, and henceforth 
it must be occupied by corroding reflec-. ^ 

tions, and that bitter Anguish of the soul 
which scorches, but consume* not — which 
tortures,' but will not destroy 1 I bow, 
therefore, to that f^te, which it cannot be 
said I have left one effort untried to thwart; 
and when I enter the dungeon where the 
remnant ef my wretched hours is to be 
passed, I shall reflect that I am but another 
victim added to those who have been sa- 
crificed in the pursuit of the injects of a 
criminal and too-daring ambition 7* 

Such was the miserable history of my 
uncle's guilty career. The whole of it was 
reduced to writing; and the part which he 
gave in ^dded to it, containing the details 
of the murder of the shastree, and the con- 
spiracy at Poona. When the durbar broke 
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up, I hastened to Sagoonah, to lay before 
iier the particulars of my uncle's confession« 
f jlook the same opportunity of relating my 
own adventures, previous to the time when 
I rescued her from the hands of the assas- 
sins. My father, who was present, severely 
chid me for many of my actions, and read 
me a lecture on the crimes of my juvenile 
days. Except pleading the mode of my 
bringing up, and the people with whom I 
associated — ^the rabble of the camp, and the 
society of those who, like myself, were de- 
pendant upon chance for existence — I could 
offer no defence, and bowed to his censures. 
On his retiring, I remained alone with Sa- 
goonah, both of us anticipating the plea- , - 
sures of the future, ^d our union in thos^ ""', 
bonds which death, in ]EIindustan, can 
scarcely be said to break asundet. 
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In a few days my father determined upon 
going in state to the Temple of the Pre-* 
server, to make puja, and I prepared to 
accompany him. Crowds of his subjects 
were assembled to behold" their new sove- 
reign, and among those present I observed 
Fuzl Khan. How he found his way to 
Satarah I could not imagine ; but, on my 
return to the palace, I sent for Nanna, and 
got him to make some inquiries respecting 
Fuzl. Nanna told me that he had been 
some days- in Satarah, and having heard 
that Pandurang Hari was a prince, deter- 
mined upon getting a sight of him, hoping 
he should not be entirely forgotten. I sent 
for him, and the fellow came, making as 
many salaams to the very ground as he 
made to Nagoo in the fortress of Asseer- 
ghur, before he' sent us out to plunder his 
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wife. " How," said I, " came you in Sa- 
tarah ?" — " Since your liighness saw me at 
Broach, with irons on my legs," he replied, 
" much has happened tk me. The dull- 
ness of a convict's life n^s, by ho means, 
suitable to my disposition, a high-spirited 
Musselman as I had always been. Your 
highness will hot, , therefore, censure me 
for Imving dashed out the teeth of my 
guard, with^ the irons placed on me for 
securing my presence, and then taking to 
my heels. I wandered about the country 
for some time, till I found myself at Jum- 
bobseer, where a number of boats lay at 
anchor. I hired myself to the tindal of 
one of them; and, in the character and 
capacity of a sailor, I arrived at Bombay. 
There I left my master, and wandered about 
the Deccan, until chance led me to Ah- 
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mednugur, where I was imprisoned upon a 
false chaise* In the same gaol with my- 
self were several Bheels, who were impri- 
soned for life. These men got hold of the 
muskets qf the sepoys, and some cartridge- 
boxes of the sebundees, a militia corps ; and 
by these means etpelled their guards, and 
took possession of th|t gaol, amusing them- 
selves with firing the muskets into the air* 
THe magistrate of the place, however, be- 
coming alarmed, surrounded the prison with 
troops ; so that escape was impossible. No 
greater mischief had been done by this fro- 
lic of the prisoners, than the waste of a few 
rounds of musketry ; which shewed, if blood- 
shed had been intended, the unhappy pri- 
soners would have known better than to 
destroy their means of defence for amuse- 
ment The officers on the outside called to 
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them to open the doors ; but the prisoners, 
enjoying their fun, paid no attention to the 
mandate. Horrible to relate ! the doors 
were then blown open with a six-pounder, 
and a whole corps marched into the gaol ; 
which corps was commanded to put the un- 
resisting prisoners to death ! I could pot 
conceive such a dreadful example would 
have been made by those who pride them- 
selves upon their humanity, as the Toope- 
Wallas are accustomed to do. The poor, 
naked, defenceless men crouched up in one 
comer of the gaol, having thrown away the 
muskets with which they had been irolick- 
ing;' and, never making a shew of resist- 
ance, were fired upon, from the distance of 
a few yards only, as they were b^ging for 
mercy. I was, fortunately, perched upon a 
wall, and escaped the effects of this merciless 
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and barbarous act. Twenty were shot dead, 
and twice as many wounded. The English 
Government, it was thought, could never 
sanction this inhuman act; but it appears 
that those in authority were very well 
pleased with the civil officer's conduct It 
is l^trange that the Toope- Wallas boast of 
their desire to do justice, but never lake 
notice of complaints against their agents in 
cases similar to the present. The officer 
makes his own report of his own conduct ; 
and this they take, in all cases, to be true, 
and boldly uphold it in the teeth of fact; 
because, if he had not been a true worthy 
man, they would not have employed him ! 
Moreover, the prisoners in this case were 
but black rascals, and the gaol wanted thin- 
ning ; so that the prisoners commenced 
their frolic at the most convenient time. 
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As for myself, I descended from the wall, 
aad was thrast into a cell, itnd deemed a 
lucky fellow to have escaped, A cart came 
the next day, and took away the bodies of 
the slaughtered men, as well those who had, 
as those who had not to do with the tu- 
mult, and carried them to the place of in- 
terment, in which it was desirable to bury 
the recollection of these murders at the 
same time. My term of imprisonment hav- 
ing expired, I was set at liberty, and found 
my way to Satarah, to throw myself at your 
highness's feet." Fuzl Khan having thus con- 
cluded his history, I observed to him that it 
was impossible I could employ one on whom 
no dependance could be placed ; but I ad- 
vised him to enter as a soldier ; and, if his 
<;onduct were correct, I would take care he 
should not want promotion and encourage- 
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ment, for I should keep hhn carefully under 
my eye. He bowed, and went away, look- 
ing sullen and disappointed. 

I afterwards inquired into Fuzl Khan's 
extraordinary history of the massacre of the 
prisoners, and I found it was too correct. 
How the njagistrate would have been en- 
abled to justify himself to the government, 
had he been accused, I cannot tell. The 
latter would have relied upon his official 
statement, perhaps, and the matter would 
have been just as it was. I mentioned it 
to one Englishman, who shewed great re- 
luctance to enter into any conversation 
upon the subject, or even to hear it men- 
tioned; and many of his countrjrmen seemed 
equally indisposed to make it a subject of 
conversation. Hence I conjectured that 
this wicked deed Was not thought much 
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higher of among the Toope- Wallas than by 
ourselves ; and that it was not likely to add 
much to the reputation of their countrymen 
in the East^ or West Perhaps the silence 
of so many upon this subject, should the 
foregoing surmise not be correct, may be 
attributed to the known modesty of our con- 
querors, who never indulge theinselves in 
any thing like a boasting, even of their most 
valiant acts ! It would also, no doub^ be 
presumptuous to suppose that any thing 
but dire necessity, and a wholesome regard 
for the security of the city and gaol (so 
deeply involved as they must .have been!) 
could have led a magistrate to a measure of 
such unparalleled and monstrous severity. 

The next step which I took relative to 
myself was the holding a consultation of 
Brahmins respecting my marriage, which, 



PANDURANG HARI. 395 

they were of opinion, should be celebrated 
as early as possible, with the same forms 
adopted on our betrothment. On the day 
dominated I proceeded to the residence dr'.^ 
Sagoonah's uncle, with whom she wasf re-!^ 
siding ; and, having been welcomed in due '^ 
custom as a guest, he presented me with the 
hand of my beloved, which I took with rap- 
ture. The priests then bound our hands 
together with grass, after the usual way, 
and I threw the cloth over my bride, which 
was, in the present case, of unusual richness ; 
the corner of it was fastened to my garmeflts, 
and I made the oblations to fire, while my 
|)ride dropped the rice into the flame, as her 
offerings The bride having stepped upon 
the sacred stone, we both walked round the 
fire (I cannot help relating every pailicular 
of a ceremony, though so well known, be- 
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cause it was one so important to myself) ; 
and, before the ceremony was completed 
and irrevocable, the Brahmins made Sa- 
goonah go through the tedious seven steps, 
the Brahmins using a text of the holy wri- 
tings to each : the fitst step for food, the 
second for health, the third for religion, the 
fourth for happiness, the fifth for cattle, the 
sixth for wealth, and the seventh and last, 
for priests to perform sacrifices. I then 
approached my bride on the completion of 
her task, sajdng, " May none interrupt us !" 
Next, I was obliged to address the specta^ 
tors, and say, ^^ This woman is auspicious I 
|fq;>roach, and view her ; and, wishing her 
well, depart to your homes." The specta- 
tors being gone, I remained, as usual, three 
days in the banker's house; and, on the 
fourth, conducted my bride, in great pomp. 
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to my own residence, where my fiuher 
awaited her arrival, and received her with 
great solemnity, ending all with oblations 
to fire. 

What more can I have to record — the 
perilous and varied years of my life being 
« past, and having arrived at a tranquil and 
secure haven ? I have performed my pro- 
mise, as recorded in the first chapter of this 
my history. My readers now know my real 
birth and parentage, and the difficulties and 
troubles I had to encounter, from my youth 
up to the present happy period. Should 
the reverses which it is often the destiny of 
man to encounter reduce me from the ele- 
vation of the musnud to private life again ; 
or should my future years be filled with 
eventful circumstances of a public or private 
nature ; I may, once more, intrude myself 
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upon the world. For the present, then, my 
labours are over ; I cease to write, and seek, 
in repose, to scrutinize my errors, and enjoy -^ 
that peace which, at one period of my life, ^ , - * 

thought fate had never destined to be mine. *i 

- * 
I composed these memoirs of myself, to 

leave behind me, for the benefit of my chil- 
dren, a testimony of their father's vicissi- 
tude in life. Now, while I am writing, I 
have one child, a ^on, whom, in compliment 
to my early protector, Sawunt Rao, I have 
named Pandurang Hari. — Coutteous reader, 
farewell ! 

THE END. 
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